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Current Affairs National 

India becomes fourth largest spender on defence 
India has become the world’s fourth largest spender 
from sixth position on defence, following a 13.1% 
increase in its 2016-17 defence budget, according to 
US research firm IHS Inc. 
According to IHS analysis, short-term pressures, 
caused by increases to military pay and the 
introduction of one rank, one pension (OROP) are the 
main reasons for the higher rate of growth in budget 
allocation to defence. 
 
Japan to lend Rs.14,000 crore for Indian projects 
The Government of Japan has committed a loan of 
JPY 242.2 billion (around Rs.14,251 crore) for 
various projects across India, including Jharkhand, 
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh and the North East.  
 
Union Government launches Startup India portal and 
mobile app 
The Union Government has launched the Startup India 
portal (http://startupindia.gov.in) and mobile 
application.  
ii. It was launched by the Department of Industrial 
Policy & Promotion (DIPP) Ramesh Abhishek in New 
Delhi as an integral component of the Action Plan of 
the Startup India.  
iii. The portal and mobile app provide up-to- date 
information issued by various Government ministries/ 
departments.  
iv. They will also provide information regarding 
incubators and funding agencies recognized for the 
purpose of recommending Startups. v. Startup India 
Hub was established within Invest India, will be a 
single point of contact for the entire Startup 
ecosystem. It would enable exchange of knowledge 
and will work in a hub and spoke model with 
Governments, Angel Funds, VCs, Incubators, 
Mentors, etc.  
 
Telangana government launches MWallet mobile App 
State Road Transport Authority’s brand-new mobile 
app, M-Wallet, was launched by IT minister KT Rama 
Rao and transport minister P.Mahender Reddy.  
Telangana State Transport Authority’s launched 
brand-new mobile app named M-Wallet, which is first 
of its kind in India. 
The initiative is going to benefit 60 lakh driving 
licence holders, 80 lakh vehicle The App was  
launched by IT minister KT Rama Rao and transport 
minister P.Mahender Reddy. It will help motorists to 
avoid physically carrying documents like driving 
licence, registration certification and other vehicle 
related 
 
 

Haryana fixes edu qualification for Urban Bodies' 
polls 
Haryana Assembly passed two Bills mandating 
minimum educational qualification for contesting 
urban local bodies polls in the state.  The minimum 
educational qualification for a general male candidate 
will be Class X, while that for women and those 
belonging to SC category would be Class VIII.  
iii. Haryana had earlier fixed similar qualification for 
gram panchayat elections as well.  
iv. Under the new rules of Lokpal Act, all central 
government employees have been asked to declare 
details of assets and liabilities including those of their 
spouses and children by April 15.  
v. The employees also have to furnish details of 
deposits made in foreign banks. According to a new 
directive by Kerala's Transport and Road Safety 
Commissioner. 
 
Haryana Assembly passes bills for mandatory 
educational criteria for urban local bodies elections  
The Haryana Legislative Assembly has unanimously 
passed two bills to make minimum educational 
qualification criteria mandatory for the urban local 
bodies election (ULBs). 
These bills are (i) The Haryana Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 2016 (ii) Haryana Municipal 
Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2016. These bill seeks 
to amend the amend Section 13 A of the Haryana 
Municipal Act, 1973 and Section 8 of the Haryana 
Municipal Corporation Act, 1994 respectively.  
Key features of the Haryana Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016  
• Minimum educational qualification for a 

candidate contesting ULBs election in the general 
category would be Class X i.e. matriculation.  

• Female candidate from open category and a male 
candidate from Scheduled Caste (SC) will be 
required to be at least 8th standard pass.  

• Minimum educational qualification for SC women 
candidates will be 5th standard pass.  

• Candidate should not be convicted or have 
charges framed against him in a criminal case by a 
court for an offence punishable with imprisonment 
for not less than 10 years.  

• There should be no pending arrears of electricity 
bills against the candidate contesting the elections 
to ULBs. Candidates must have a functional toilet 
at their residence. 

 
Mumbai to get international arbitration centre by 
August 
i. Mumbai Financial capital of India is likely to get the 
International Arbitration Centre.  
ii. This will be the India’s first arbitration centre for 
dealing the financial disputes.  
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iii. The financial disputes of India were dealt in the 
Singapore Arbitration centre, now with the 
establishment of the International arbitration centre in 
Mumbai. 
iv. It will be a boon to the Indian companies Out of 
the 259 cases registered at Singapore arbitration centre 
in 2013, 85 were from Indian companie Most of the 
arbitration cases from India are over dispute between 
private equity firms and investee companies, and in 
some instances, the dispute is between family 
members. 
 
Union Government releases Indian Intellectual 
Property Panorama  
 
i. Union Government has released Indian Intellectual 
Property (IP) Panorama to increase awareness and 
build sensitivity towards IP in the SME sector, 
academia and researchers. 
ii. The IP Panorma is a single window interface for 
information on IP and guidance on leveraging it for 
competitive advantage. 
 
Key facts  
• the aegis of: Department of Electronics and 

Information Technology (DeitY), The Indian IP 
Panorama is a customized version of IP Panorama 
Multimedia toolkit developed by World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO), Korean Intellectual 
Property Office (KIPO) and Korea Invention 
Promotion Association (KIPA).  

• The toolkit has been adapted to cater to start-ups 
and SMEs especially India’s ICTE sector based on 
an agreement signed between DeitY and WIPO.  

• Thus, the Indian IP Panorama is a customized 
version of WIPO’s original product has been 
framed in accordance with Indian IP laws, 
standards and needs of the Indian ICTE sector.  

• 5 modules of the Indian IP Panorama: (i) 
Importance of IP for SMEs, (ii) Trademark, (iii) 
Industrial design, (iv) Invention and Patent and (v) 
Patent Information.  

• Developed under Department of Industrial Policy 
and Promotion (DIPP), Centre for Development of 
Advanced Computing (C-DAC) in close 
coordination with the Indian IP office.  

World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO): It 
is the global body for promotion and protection of 
intellectual property rights (IPR), headquartered in 
Geneva, Switzerland. It encourages and provides 
assistance to all its 188 member countries in 
formulating a national IPR policy however it does not 
dictate or prescribe any mandatory measures. India is 
a member of WIPO and party to several treaties 
administered by WIPO.  
 
MoU Signed To Promote Research with IMPRINT 
Programme 
 
i. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was 
signed by 25 Union Ministries of the Government of 

India under the IMPRINT programme of the Union 
Government to promote research in premiere technical 
institutions on March 31, 2016. 
ii. The MoU signed included the Union Ministry of 
HRD, Union Ministry of Finance, Union Ministry of 
Rural development, Union Ministry of Power, Coal, 
New and Renewable energy, Union ministry of 
communication and IT.  
iii. The Union Human Resource and Development 
Minister presided over the function to sign the MoU.  
iv. The Minister announced that there was no 
sustainability in the technology related work as it was 
totally dependent on the funds released by Ministry of 
HRD. 
 
ISRO Sign An MoU With The Airport Authority Of 
India 
i. Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO), the 
department of space sign an MoU with the Airports 
Authority of India (AAI) to provide scientific 
parameters for construction of airports.  
ii. As per this MoU, DoS will provide data on the 
landscape around the airports.  
iii. Apart from this DoS will also sign an MoU with 
postal department to provide space technology helpful 
in tracking the parcel movements. 
iv. The Department of Science (DoS) has already 
signed an MoU with Ministry of Urban Development 
where the space technology will be used in projects 
like smart cities and housing.  
v. The MoU signed with Ministry of Railways will 
help in construction of railway tracks and managing 
the railway crossings. Space technology will also be 
helpful in agriculture sector in the areas of crop 
damage assessment, soil health, blue revolution and 
irrigation etc. 
 
Maharashtra first state to link colleges to national 
cancer grid 
 
i. In a major step towards improvement of 
infrastructure for cancer cure, Maharashtra tied up 
with the Tata Trusts to link all government colleges 
and medical colleges to the national cancer grid for 
uniform cancer profiling and quality treatment.  
ii. Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis and Tata Trusts 
chairman Ratan Tata signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) for this collaboration at Vidhan 
Bhavan in Mumbai. 
iii. As per the CM the target was to have 50,000 bone 
marrow donors in the next three years. Ratan Tata was 
present in the VIP gallery when Fadnavis made a 
statement on the MoUs in the House.  
iv. The chief minister said a total of 9 MoUs were 
inked between the government and Tata Trusts.  
v. The Tata Trusts has agreed to help the government 
in setting up a Strategic Healthcare Advisory Unit 
aimed to improve overall healthcare in the state. It 
will also involve setting up of a hospital information 
system and a drug supply corporation. 
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Mehbooba Mufti to be sworn in as first woman CM of 
Jammu & Kashmir on April 4 
 
i. PDP President Mehbooba Mufti will be sworn in as 
the first woman Chief Minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir on April 4. 
ii. PDP and its alliance partner BJP said they have also 
conveyed the mutually agreed date for the swearing-in 
ceremony to state Governor N N Vohra.  
iii. The date for the oath ceremony of the new cabinet 
was decided after deliberations between the leadership 
of both the parties. 
iv. After the death of her father, who headed PDP-BJP 
coalition government for 10 months from March 1, 
last year until his death on January 7, this year, 
Mehbooba had been reluctant to take over as CM of 
the PDP-BJP coalition government. 
 
Pranab signs ordinance on Uttarakhand expenditure 
 
i. President Pranab Mukherjee has promulgated the 
Uttarakhand Appropriation (Vote on Account) 
Ordinance, 2016 which authorizes expenditure in the 
hill state that has come under direct federal rule 
because of a political crisis. 
ii. The ordinance allows for the withdrawal of about 
Rs.13,642.43 cr. to meet the state’s expenditure during 
the ongoing fiscal year. iii. The decision to issue the 
ordinance was taken at a Union cabinet meeting, 
which in the absence of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who is on a foreign trip, was chaired by home 
minister Rajnath Singh. 
iv. During elections and till a new government takes 
over, the caretaker government needs funds for 
various routine items of expenditure — like staff 
salaries — without which there would be a financial 
crisis.  
v. According to the Constitution, the government 
cannot spend any money without Parliament's 
approval. 
"Vidyut Pravah" App Launched By Piyush Goyal 
 
i. The mobile application 'Vidyut Pravah' has been 
launched by Mr. Piyush Goyal, the minister of state 
for Power, coal, new and renewable energy, to 
empower Common People to Demand 24x7 Power 
from The States.  
ii. The mobile application will provide the highlights 
of the electricity availability in the country on the real 
time basis. The Application will provides a wealth of 
information pertaining to the current demand met, 
shortages if any, surplus power available and the 
prices in the Power Exchange. 
 
Green Delhi Initiative Phase 1 Has Launched By 
Arvind Kejriwal 
 
i. Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has launched 
the first phase of the Green Delhi initiative by planting 
trees at the Triangular Park near ITO Chowk.  

ii. The initiative was launched in reference to action 
plan submitted by the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
government to the Supreme Court after it demanded 
information on steps being taken to improve air 
quality and reduce air pollution in the Capital. 
iii. The CM, who had decided that roads under the 
PWD would be vacuum cleaned in a phased manner 
beginning April 1, announced that the central verges 
of the 1,260 kms of road maintained by the PWD will 
be bedded with grass and greenery in order to clean up 
the environment and make it dust free.  
iv. The Public Works Department (PWD) also said 
that the greening will be completed within three 
months at an estimated cost of Rs. 2 crores. 
v. The exercise will involve the greening of around 
120 acres which includes central verges, side verges 
and the kutcha portion under flyovers. Only treated 
water, being made available by the Delhi Jal Board 
(DJB), will be utilised as part of the initiative. 
 
IIT Madras and IIM Bangalore top the list of best 
Indian universities 
 
i. IIT Madras and IIM Bangalore have topped the list 
of top educational institutes unveiled by the Ministry 
of Human Resource and Development. 
ii. The HRD ministry released first-of-its-kind 
National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF). 
iii. According to the list, IIT Madras is the top 
engineering college followed by IIT Mumbai and IIT 
Kharagpur. IIM Bangalore is the top management 
college followed by IIM Ahmedabad at rank no. 2 and 
IIM Calcutta at rank no. 3. 
iv. The Indian Institute of Science Bangalore is the 
best university in India. 
v. Manipal College of Pharmaceutical Sciences is the 
top pharmacy institute in the country. All 122 
centrally-funded institutions participated in the first 
round of ranking. The NIRF is divided into two 
categories. Category A – Institutions with academic 
autonomy with focus on research, Category B – 
Colleges and centres associated with a university with 
a focus on teaching. Union Human Resource 
Development Minister Smriti Irani released the list at 
Vigyan Bhawan. 
 
India's Fastest Train "Gatiman Express" Flagged Off 
From Delhi To Agra 
i. Gatiman Express, India's fastest train is flagged off 
from Delhi to Agra. Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu 
flagged off the much-awaited Gatiman Express for 
Agra from Nizamuddin Railway station today.  
ii. The Nizamuddin-Agra Gatiman Express is the first 
semi-high speed service in railways and will run at a 
speed of 160 km per hour, covering the 188 kilometer 
distance in 100 minutes. 
iii. The train will run six days a week except Friday in 
both directions. It will start journey from Nizamuddin 
at 8.10 AM and will reach Agra at 9.50 AM. In the 
return direction, train will depart from Agra at 5.50 
PM to reach Nizamuddin at 7.30 PM.  
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iv. The Gatiman Express train comprises two 
executive AC chair cars and eight AC chair car 
coaches. The fare for an AC chair car seat is set at Rs 
750 and that for an executive AC chair car seat at Rs 
1,500. 
v. The Gatimaan’s coaches have been built at 
Kapurthala Railway Coach Factory in the Punjab and 
bio-toilets developed by the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO). The cost of train 
is around Rs 50 crore. 
 
World's 1st Sanctuary For White Tigers Opens In MP 
i. Shivraj Singh Chouhan, the Chief Minister of 
Madhya Pradesh along with Union Environment 
Minister Prakash Javadekar and other dignitaries have 
inaugurated the world's first wildlife sanctuary for 
white tigers in Madhya Pradesh.  
ii. The Safari was inaugurated at Mukundpur in Satna 
district of Madhya Pradesh.  
iii. The first of its kind safari is situated adjacent to the 
Mukundpur Zoological Park.  
iv. It is spread over an area of 25 hectares and has 
been built at cost of 50 crore rupees.  
v. The safari houses three white tigers, including two 
females named Vindhya and Radha and one male 
named Raghu. 
 
Aadhaar enrollments hit 100 cr. 
i. Over 100 crore people, including 93% of the adult 
population, now have an Aadhaar number. 

 
 
ii. As per the Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad, 
“Aadhaar crossing the 100-crore mark is indeed a 
momentous occasion will give boost to government’s 
initiative of bringing a systematic change in the way 
services, subsidies and benefits will be directly 
delivered to the deserving masses.”  
 
iii. The Unique Identification Authority of India 
(UIDAI) had generated 100 crore Aadhaar numbers in 
five-and half years since the first Aadhaar was issued 
in 2010. 
 
iv. Aadhaar is a 12 digit individual identification 
number issued by the Unique Identification Authority 
of India on behalf of the Government of India.  
v. This number will serve as a proof of identity and 
address, anywhere in India. Aadhaar letter received 
via India Post and e-Aadhaar downloaded from 
UIDAI website are equally valid. 
 

Government releases Rs. 25,834 crore to FCI as Food 
Subsidy 
 
i. The Government has released Rs. 25,834 crore to 
FCI as Food Subsidy. In addition to this, wage and 
means advance of Rs. 10,000 crore will be released 
shortly.  
 
ii. FCI is also raising short term loans from banks upto 
a maximum limit of Rs. 30,000 crore. Recourse to 
these loans will be made by FCI as and when 
required.  
iii. Taken together these funds, there will be sufficient 
resources to manage Rabi procurement which has just 
started. 
iv. In 2015-16, original Food Subsidy allocation was 
Rs. 97,000 crore which was increased to Rs. 1,12,000 
crore at RE stage. This helped to bring down the 
arrears of subsidy to Rs. 58,650 crore.  
v. During 2016-17 also the Government may consider 
additional food subsidy over and above budgetary 
provision, if required, towards the end of financial 
year to further bring down the subsidy arrears.  
Odisha Government launches 100 Adarsha Vidyalayas 
i. Odisha government has launched 100 Adarsha 
Vidyalayas and CBSE-affiliated English medium 
schools in 14 districts of the state.  
 
ii. Chief minister Naveen Patnaik has formally 
inaugurated the first model school at Hinjli in Ganjam 
district of Odisha. He has inaugurated the remaining 
99 schools online.  
iii. These schools will be functional from the 
upcoming session. Students of these model schools 
would get free education and all facilities like mid-day 
meal, uniform and textbooks free of cost like other 
state government-run schools.  
iv. These schools will have the patterns of the 
Kendriya Vidyalays to students of backward regions 
and the schools with hostel facilities will follow the 
CBSE syllabus with English as the first language and 
Odia as the second language.  
v. These schools will reserve 50 % seats for scheduled 
categories and girl students. According to the scheme, 
there will be one model school in the headquarters of 
each block. The next phase of such schools for 
remaining 214 blocks would be set up very soon.  
 
Complete Ban On Alcohol In Bihar Imposed By State 
CM 
i. The Chief Minister of Bihar Mr. Nitish Kumar has 
declared total ban on the sale of all forms of alcohol 
with immediate effect.  
ii. CM also said that while the alcohol licences of 
hotels, clubs and bars would be revoked, this ban 
would not affect army cantonments, as they are 
allowed to regulate the consumption and sale of liquor 
independently. 
iii. So far around 4,933 people including consumers 
and illegal manufacturers have been imprisoned since 
prohibition was introduced in the state. About 1.17 
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crore ‘promise papers’ have been submitted by school 
students, after making their parents promise not to 
consume alcohol.  iv. Kumar has set up a high-level 
committee to address the impact of the ban on the 
workers who make liquor from fermented toddy. The 
committee will work out how to make the use of 
toddy tree products more profitable. The committee is 
expected to produce a scheme to be put into action 
from 2017. In addition, the state government has 
promised to provide technical and financial support to 
these workers. 
v. Bihar has become the fourth state after Gujarat, 
Nagaland and Mizoram states to impose ban on liquor. 
Although, Bihar will suffer an annual revenue loss of 
about Rs. 4,000 crore following prohibition. 
  
 
PM chairs meeting of CSIR Society 
i. The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, chaired a 
meeting of the CSIR society in New Delhi. 
 
ii. The Prime Minister was given an overview of the 
work done by CSIR in addressing national challenges, 
and its recognition as a major Indian innovator. 
iii. Members mentioned the potential that exists for a 
large number of start-ups to emerge from the research 
being done by CSIR labs.  
iv. They stressed the importance of converting lab 
research to commercial applications. Medical device 
manufacturing, energy, and waste management were 
some of the areas mentioned where CSIR could play a 
key role. 
v. The Prime Minister called for laying down 
parameters to assess the performance of CSIR labs; 
and a mechanism whereby there could be internal 
competition among various labs. He called upon the 
scientific community at CSIR to list at least one 
hundred problems being faced by people in various 
parts of India, and take up the challenge of solving 
them technologically within a specified time period. 
 
3. Petroleum & Natural Gas Minister dedicates 36 
new CNG stations in Delhi & NCR. 
 
i. Minister of State for Petroleum & Natural Gas 
Dharmendra Pradhan dedicated 36 new CNG stations 
located in Delhi and NCR to the public.  
ii. 30 out of these stations have been installed by 
Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL)  3 stations by 
Haryana City gas in Gurgaon, 1 station by GAIL Gas 
in Sonepat and 2 stations by Adani gas – one each in 
Faridabad and Khurja (Bulandshahar) have been set 
up. 
iii.While 25 out of these 36 CNG stations are located 
in NCT of Delhi, 11 are located in NCR - Ghaziabad, 
Greater Noida, Gurgaon, Faridabad, Sonipat and 
Khurja.  
iv. Presently Delhi-NCR is having 347 CNG stations 
of about 77 lakh kg per day CNG dispensing 
capacity.  

v. All 4 CGD companies operating in Delhi-NCR 
have planned to augment the existing CNG dispensing 
capacity to 88 lakh kg per day by developing 
additional 104 CNG Petroleum & Natural Gas 
Minister dedicates 36 new CNG stations in Delhi & 
NCR stations in Delhi-NCR. 
 
Union HRD Minister Smriti Zubin Irani Launches 
ISBN Portal 
 
i. The Union Human Resource Development Minster 
Smriti Irani has launched a portal for registration and 
allotment of International Standard Book Number 
(ISBN) at a function held in New Delhi.  
 
ii. The portal has been created to facilitate publishers 
as well as the authors to register for ISBN online.  
iii. ISBN gives an identity to a book and will enhance 
information abot authors and publishers. This 
interactive automated system would provide fast and 
efficient services in a stipulated time frame to the 
Publishers and Authors as well.  
iv. The ministry will also launched the mobile app 
regarding the same in the some regional languages to 
reach out to more publishers and authors across the 
country. 
v. The ISBN portal is a part of central government's e-
governance initiative for streamlining the process of 
registration for publishers and authors which will 
make the process user friendly. Its a 13 character 
identification allotted by International ISBN Agency 
based in UK through the National ISBN Agency. It 
provides access to bibliographic data bases used by 
the book industry and libraries to provide information. 
 
Textiles Minister inaugurates Apparel and Garment 
Making Unit in Tripura 
 
i. The Union Textiles Minister Shri Santosh Kumar 
Gangwar inaugurated the Apparel and Garment 
Making unit in Bodhjungnagar Industrial Growth 
Centre, in Agartala today.  
 
ii. The Minister said that the Apparel Units in the 
North East are a significant step towards the Make in 
India Initiative of the Government. 
iii. As per the Shri Gangwar when ‘Make in India’ 
was conceived to make the country a manufacturing 
destination, it was decided that the potential of the 
NER, which is a stronghold of handlooms and 
traditional textiles, may be tapped for ready-made 
garment industry.  
iv. He said that the project for Apparel & Garment 
Making Units was conceived in this background. 
v. In This inaugural progarmme was also attended by 
Chief Minister of Tripura Shri.Manik Sarkar; State 
Industries and Commerce Minister Shri Tapan 
Chakraborty; Union Textiles Secretary Smt. Rashmi 
Verma, and Chief Secretary of Tripura Shri Y P 
Singh. 
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Uma Bharti Inaugurates Water Films Festival 
i. The Union Minister for water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Uma Bharti 
has inaugurated the Water Film Festival as a part of 
the India Water Week celebrations in New Delhi. 
 
ii. This is the the 4th edition of India Water week. 
iii. The film festival is organized by the Water and 
Power Consultancy Services (WAPCOS).  
iv. WAPCOS is a Public Sector Unit under Ministry 
of Union Minister for Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. 
v. The theme for this year’s India Water week is 
“Water for all: Striving together.  
 
Rajasthan Becomes the first state in India to clear land 
title Bill 
 
i. Rajasthan has become the first state to pass land title 
bill.  
ii. State Assembly passed the Rajasthan Urban Land 
(Certification of Titles) Bills 2016. 
iii. State government will set up an authority which 
will be headed by an Indian Administrative Service 
Officer. It will seek all the documents from the 
landowners, and will verify it against records held by 
the state.  
iv. The authority will first issue a provisional 
certificate, for which the state will not stand 
guarantee. If there are no objections or dispute arises, 
the authority will issue a certificate and a map to the 
owner with state guarantee. 
v. The Provisions in the bill fillip towards good 
governance and Ease of Doing Business also the bill 
will boost land acquisition in the state and also benefit 
authorities as no capital expenditure will be required 
from their end. The bill provides for land for 
infrastructural development and enables the 
government to consolidate small land holdings. The 
land holders, in return, will get an equivalent share of 
development land. 
 
Centre Recommends Rs. 1,304 Crore For Drought 
Relief To UP 
 
i. The Centre has recommended 1,304 crore rupees for 
drought relief to Uttar Pradesh under National 
Disaster Relief Fund (NDRF).  
ii. The decision has been taken by a high-level 
committee headed by Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh in New Delhi. 
iii. The meeting was part of Prime Minister's directive 
to hold high level review of drought situation in 
Bundelkhand, Vidharbha and Marathwada. The first 
review meeting was about Bundelkhand.  
iv. Centre approved a provision of extending man-
days from 100 to 150 under Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS) in the Bundelkhand for financial year 
2016-17.  

v. It was decided that to provide alternate source of 
income, National Rural Livelihood Mission would be 
strengthened and intensified and coverage would be 
extended to all the blocks. The government decided 
that water tanks, building of dug wells, farm ponds 
would be taken up on priority under various projects 
and schemes for Bundelkhand.  
 
Centre Constitutes B BTandon Committee to Monitor 
Government Advertisements 
 
i. Information and Broadcasting Ministry has 
constituted a three-member panel, headed by former 
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) BB Tandon, to 
see that guidelines set for government advertisements 
by the Supreme Court are followed.  
 
 
ii. Senior TV journalist Rajat Sharma and ad-man 
Piyush Pandey will be the other members of the 
committee. 
iii. Supreme Court in its order had issued Guidelines 
on Regulating Government Advertisements based on 
recommendations of Prof NR Madhava Menon 
Committee.  
iv. In its order, SC had barred publication of photos of 
leaders in government advertisements except those of 
the President, Prime Minister and the Chief Justice of 
India. 
v. The Supreme Court had reserved its verdict on the 
review pleas in which it was submitted that besides 
Prime Minister, pictures of central ministers, chief 
ministers and others state ministers be allowed to be 
carried in public advertisements. 
 
PM To Inaugurate 3rd Asia Ministerial 
Conference On Tiger Conservation 
 
i. The three day 3rd Asia Ministerial Conference on 
the Tiger Conservation is going to inaugurate by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on 12th 
April, 2016 which will continue till 14th of April, 
2016. 
 
ii. In this conference, more than 700 tiger experts, 
scientists, managers, donors and other stakeholders 
are gathering to discuss issues related to tiger 
conservation.  
iii. Apart from this, Ministers and government 
officials from all Tiger Range Countries, namely 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, 
India, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Russian 
Federation, Thailand, Vietnam, besides Kyrgyz 
Republic and Kazakhstan, having ranges of Snow 
Leopard are participating in the conference.  
iv. Tiger population has decimated to non-viable level 
in some range countries, which is a cause for concern. 
While several Tiger Range Countries like India, 
Nepal, Russia and Bhutan have registered an increase 
in tiger population, the status of Tiger remains 
“endangered”.  
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v. Currently, more than 70 per cent of the global wild 
tiger population is in India because of concerted 
efforts of the government and other stakeholders. 
Recently GOI has also allotted 380 crore rupees to the 
Project Tiger in the current fiscal year, which is the all 
time highest investment in this type of project. This 
conference is being co-organized by Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, National 
Tiger Conservation Authority, Global Tiger Forum, 
Global Tiger Initiative Council, Wildlife Institute of 
India, WWF and Wildlife Conservation Trust. 
 
India ranks 44 in 2016 Global Connectivity Index, 
Digital India seen as driver of growth 
 
i. Huawei has announced its third Global Connectivity 
Index report during the Global Analyst Summit 2016 
in Shenzhen, China. 
 
ii. In terms of numbers, United States, Singapore and 
Sweden top the rankings, while India is ranked 44.  
iii. The report which measures the progress of 50 
nations in investment and deployment of Information 
and Communications Technology (ICT).  
iv. Huawei Global Connectivity Index 2016 notes that 
the Indian government's Digital India initiative is 
driving growth, and improved broadband penetration.  
v. The report says the initiative will enable last mile 
connectivity, bringing many people online for the first 
time, and enables a whole new opportunity for 
telecom operators. 
 
Cabinet announces Mufti Sayeed Food Entitlement 
Scheme to supplement NFSA 
i. State Cabinet, which met under the chairmanship of 
Chief Minister, Mehbooba Mufti approved some 
major initiatives as a part of the Government’s 
response to the marginalized, disadvantaged and other 
sections of the society. 
ii. In a major welfare initiative, the Cabinet approved 
launch of Mufti Mohammad Sayeed Food Entitlement 
Scheme (MMSFES) to supplement the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA).  
iii. Under this scheme, all those persons who are 
covered under the State’s public distribution system 
will get additional 5 kgs of ration per person in 
addition to 5 kgs of ration they are entitled to get 
under NFSA. 
iv. The additional quota of ration under the scheme 
would be provided to the consumers at the subsidized 
rate of Rs 13 per kg for Atta and Rs 15 per kg for Rice 
and the State Government will bear the financial 
burden of Rs 1497 crore per annum for the 
implementation of NFSA and MMSFES.  
v. The quantum of additional food grains would be 5 
Kg per soul subject to a maximum ceiling of 35 Kg 
per family. 
India and Germany signed agreement on Namami 
Gange Programme 

 
i. Union Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation and German 
International Cooperation (GIZ) signed an 
Implementation agreement for Ganga Rejuvenation 
under the Namami Gange Programme in New Delhi. 
 
ii. The agreement was signed in the presence of the 
German Ambassador to India, Dr. Martin Ney and 
Secretary, Union Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Shashi 
Shekhar. 
 
iii. The project will closely cooperate with other 
National and international initiatives including Indo-
German bilateral projects like Support to National 
Urban Sanitation Policy (SNUSP) and Sustainable 
Environment-friendly Industrial Production (SEIP). 
iv. The project duration is three years that is from 
2016 to 2018 and the German contribution in the 
project will be to the tune of 22.5 crore rupees. 
v. It will enable responsibility of stakeholders at 
National and State level to apply integrated river basin 
management approach for the rejuvenation of the river 
Ganga. 
 
Haryana Government Decided To Rename Gurgaon 
And Mewat  
 
i. Haryana Government has decided to rename 
Gurgaon as Gurugram and Mewat as Nuh.  
 
ii. But the decision to change the name will be placed 
before the Haryana cabinet before being sent to the 
Union Government. 
iii. The decision to change the name of Gurgaon was 
taken on the basis of the representations received at 
several forums by the people of Gurgaon as they 
stated that Gurgaon had been a centre of learning 
where the princes used to get education and known as 
Gurugram since the times of Guru Dronacharya.  
iv. The city’s name change stems from a proposal by 
the municipal corporation in 2012. A committee had 
been formed to address the issue.  
v. However, Mewat is not a town. It is a geographical 
and cultural unit spread beyond Haryana in the 
adjoining States of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. The 
Headquarters of Mewat district is at Nuh town. The 
decision of changing its name was taken following the 
demand of people of area and the elected 
representatives. They had been demanding that the 
name of Mewat be changed as Nuh. 
Cabinet nod to adopt statute of SAWEN to check 
wildlife crimes 
i. Cabinet has given its approval for India adopting the 
Statute of the South Asia Wildlife Enforcement 
Network (SAWEN) and becoming its formal member 
in order to strengthen ties with the member countries 
in controlling the trans-boundary wildlife crime 
through communication, coordination, collaboration, 
capacity building and cooperation in the region. 
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ii. Adoption of SAWEN statute envisions India being 
part of the regional inter¬governmental body in 
combating wildlife crime in the region and beyond. 
Following objectives have been set to attain the goal: 
To take initiatives for bringing harmonization and 
standardization in laws and policies of member 
countries concerning conservation of fauna and flora 
and document the trend of poaching and illegal trade, 
and related threats to the natural biodiversity within 
and across countries in the region. 
To strengthen institutional responses to combat 
wildlife crime by promoting research and information 
sharing, training and capacity building, technical 
support, sharing experiences and outreach and To 
encourage member countries to prepare and 
implement their National Action Plans in curbing 
wildlife crime and to collaborate towards effective 
implementation. 
 
India, Germany Ink Agreement on Namami Gange 
Project 
 
i. An implementation agreement for Ganga 
Rejuvenation under the Namami Gange Programme 
was signed between India and Germany. The 
objective of the agreement is to enable responsible 
stakeholders at National and State level to apply 
integrated river basin management approach for the 
rejuvenation of the river Ganga. 
 
ii. This will be based on Indo-German Knowledge 
exchange and practical experience on strategic river 
basin management issues, effective data management 
system and public engagement. 
 
iii. The project will closely cooperate with other 
National and international initiatives including Indo-
German bilateral projects like Support to National 
Urban Sanitation Policy (SNUSP) and 'Sustainable 
Environment-friendly Industrial Production' (SEIP). 
iv. Initial actions will focus on the State of 
Uttarakhand, with a scope of expansion to other 
upstream Ganga States. The ultimate goal is to adopt 
the successful river basin management strategies used 
for Rhine and Danube and replicate the same, 
wherever possible for attaining the pristine status of 
river Ganga. 
 
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly approved Social 
Boycott Bill 2016 
i. Maharashtra Legislative Assembly on 13 April 2016 
unanimously approved the Prohibition of Social 
Boycott Bill, 2016. The bill seeks to crack down on 
extra-judicial bodies like caste and community 
panchayats. 
ii. The bill will be sent for Governor's assent to enact 
the Law.Maharashtra will be the first state in the 
country to enact a law against social boycott. 
iii. The bill provides for prohibition of social boycott 
of a person or group of persons, including their family 
members as an individual or as a group like caste 

panchayat. The bill states that social boycott is 
prohibited and its commission shall be an offence. 
iv. The maximum punishment for the offence will be 
seven years in prison or fine up to 5 lakh rupees or 
both. It also states that maximum punishment for 
extending aid in relation to the commission of offence 
will be three years or 3 lakh rupees or both. 
v. As per the bill, the victim or any member of the 
victim's family may file a complaint either through the 
police or directly to the magistrate. To ensure speedy 
justice, the trial shall be completed within a period of 
six months from the date of filing of the charge sheet. 
 
Odd-even part 2 begins with public appeals, 'zero' 
peak time traffic 
i. The second phase of the odd even vehicle rationing 
scheme came in force here on Friday morning with 
appeals to follow its provisions from the government 
matched by visible compliance from Delhi's citizens. 
 
ii. That Friday happened to be a public holiday on the 
occasion of Ram Navami was also understood to be a 
significant reason behind the reduced volume of 
vehicular traffic in addition to odd even 
restrictions.Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and 
Transport Minister Gopal Rai took to Twitter to make 
public appeals asking citizens to support the initiative. 
iii."Odd even starts today. Lets all join hands and 
resolve to make it a success." tweeted Mr. 
Kejriwal.Mr. Rai requested citizens to follow the 
provisions of the scheme which aims to make Delhi 
"pollution and congestion free". 
 
Swaraj Abhiyan to start pilot run of its electoral 
plunge with MCD polls 
i.On the first anniversary of its formation after 
breaking away from the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), the 
Yogendra Yadav and Prashant Bhushan–led Swaraj 
Abhiyan decided to ‘experiment’ in electoral politics, 
beginning with a ‘pilot project’ in one ward during the 
upcoming by-elections to the Delhi Municipal 
Corporation. 
ii.“Swaraj Abhiyan is not a political party but the 
upcoming by-election in MCD is an occasion to create 
a model of how it may intervene in electoral politics 
in the future,” the party said , as it took its first step to 
being a full-fledged political party. 
Delhi bans chewable tobacco for a year 
i.Delhi bans chewable tobacco for a yeari. The Delhi 
government has banned for one year the sale, purchase 
and storage of all forms of chewable tobacco, 
including "guthka, pan masala, khaini and zarda", in 
the Capital. 
ii. The Department of Food Safety on Thursday issued 
a notification in this regard on Wednesday.According 
to the notification,The manufacture, storage, 
distribution, or sale of tobacco which is either 
flavoured, scented or mixed... and whether going by 
the name or form of guthka, pan, masala, 
flavoured/scented tobacco, kharra, or otherwise... 
whether packaged or unpackaged and/or sold as one 
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product, or though packaged as separate products, sold 
or distributed in such manner so as to easily facilitate 
mixing by the consumer is prohibited for a period of 
one year.'' 
 
Jharkhand Government launched Bhimrao Ambedkar 
Awas Yojana For Widows 
i. Raghubar Das, the Chief Minister of Jharkhand  has 
launched the "Bhimrao Ambedkar Awas Yojana" for 
widows on the 125th birth anniversary of B R 
Ambedkar.  
ii. The objective of the scheme is to create equality 
and harmony in society, ensuring all round 
development. 
iii. The scheme has a target to build 11,000 houses for 
the current financial year with a budget allocation of 
Rs. 80 Crore.  
iv. On the occasion of the launch Mr. Das said that Rs 
75,000 would be granted to build a house in districts 
in hilly terrains and Rs 70,000 in plains and the 
amount would be distributed among the beneficiaries 
in three installments in their bank accounts. 
v. Apart from these houses the widows will also get 
pension and a commission for Schedule Caste would 
be set up soon. 
 
Delhi Government Bans Sale Of All Forms Of 
Chewable Tobacco For 1 Year 
i. Delhi government has banned for one year the sale, 
purchase and storage of all forms of chewable 
tobacco, including "guktha, pan masala, khaini and 
zarda", in the national capital.  
ii. The Department of Food Safety department issued 
a notification in this regard. According to the 
notification, unpackaged products of chewable 
tobacco, too, are covered under the ambit of the ban.  
iii. Health department officials said a notification was 
issued by Delhi government in September, 2012, in 
pursuance of a series of directions from Supreme 
Court for a ban on ‘gutkha’ in the city.  
iv. But since the term ‘gutkha’ was used in that 
notification, tobacco retailers started selling the 
components of ‘gutkha’ (betel nut and raw tobacco) in 
separate pouches, thus defeating the purpose behind 
the ban on gutkha. 
 
Delhi ranked 44th among world’s 50 Future-ready 
Cities  
i. National Capital of India, Delhi has been ranked 
44th among the world’s 50 ‘future-ready economies 
cities’ that are embracing technology for growth. 
ii. It was revealed by the recently released report 
‘Future-Ready Economies Model’ by the Information 
Technology major Dell.  
 
Indian Army conducts Shatrujeet battle exercise in 
Rajasthan  
i. The Indian Army conducted major battle exercise 
named as ‘Shatrujeet’ in the Thar Desert of Rajasthan 
near to the border with Pakistan.  

ii. The sole purpose of the exercise was to evaluate the 
capability of the Indian Army and fine tune its 
proactive war strategy to respond swiftly to any threat 
to nation’s security.  
 
World’s Largest ‘Charkha’ To Be On Display At IGI 
Airport 
i. The World's largest wooden Charkha (spinning 
wheel) is planned to be installed at Terminal 3 of the 
Indira Gandhi International Airport in New Delhi.  
ii. This Charkha is ready for dispatch from a unit of 
Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) in 
Ahmedabad. 
iii. Mr. V K Saxena, the chairman of KVIC has 
decided to install the world’s largest charkha at the 
international airport in Delhi with the aim to showcase 
India’s symbol of non-violence to the world. The IGI 
airport is visited by around 2, 50,000 people/tourists 
every day. 
iv. The Charkha is made from high-quality teak wood, 
which is estimated to last for over 50 years, was built 
by around 26 workers and carpenters who completed 
it in 40 days.  
v. The total weight of the Charkha is four tonne.  
 
 New Centre for Ganga River Basin Management and 
Studies 
i. National Mission for Clean Ganga under the 
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and 
Ganga Rejuvenation in collaboration with Indian 
Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IITK) announced the 
formal launch of Centre for Ganga River Basin 
Management and Studies (CGRBMS) in New Delhi. 
ii. The Ministry signed a 10 year Memorandum of 
Agreement with IITK for provision of continual 
scientific support in the implementation and dynamic 
evolution of the Ganga River Basin Management 
Plan.  
iii. Delivering the key note address on the occasion, 
Union Minister for Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation explained in 
detail why the Centre for Ganga River Basin 
Management and Studies is needed for the mission 
and how important is this collaboration.  
iv. Ministry was focused on cleaning the Ganga by 
setting up Effluent Treatment Plants (ETPs) and 
Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs).  
v. According to Dr. Vinod Tare, Professor IITK  the 
Ganga River Basin Management Plan 2015 by IIT 
Consortiums has provided strategic action plans, some 
policy interventions and management action along 
with financial implications. These plans shall be 
further detailed by the centre with financial, social, 
economical and environment implications, he added.  
 
Culture & Tourism Minister releases commemorative 
and circulation coin on Tatya Tope 
i. Minister of State for Culture and Tourism Dr. 
Mahesh Sharma released a memorial Coin of Rs. 
200/- and a Circulation Coin of Rs. 10/- on Tatya 
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Tope on the occasion of his Martyr Day in New 
Delhi.  
ii. One of the most outstanding leaders of India’s First 
War of Independence, Tatya Tope was a patriot of the 
highest order.  
iii. He was captured by the British Forces on 07 April, 
1859 and after a hurried trial for waging war against 
the East India Company, he was hanged to death on 
18 April 1859 at Shivpuri, Madhya Pradesh.  
iv. Ministry of Culture has been celebrating the 200th 
Birth Anniversary of Tatya Tope during 2015-16 in 
association with State Government of Maharashtra 
and Madhya Pradesh respectively.  
v. The Government of India is also considering 
creation of infrastructure in the memory of Tatya 
Tope by constructing a Memorial at Yeola, Nasik, 
Maharashtra and a War Museum at Bhopal, Madhya 
Pradesh in association with the respective State 
Governments.  
 
India ranked at 133 on World Press Freedom Index 
i. India ranks an abysmally low at 133 among 180 
countries in the latest annual World Press Freedom 
Index which says Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
seems "indifferent" to the threats against journalists.  
ii. The 2016 'World Press Freedom Index' released by 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is led by Finland, 
which retained its top spot for the sixth consecutive 
year, followed by the Netherlands and Norway.  
iii. India jumped three spots from the 136th position it 
had in 2015.  
iv. Among India's neighbouring countries, Pakistan 
ranks 147, Sri Lanka (141), Afghanistan (120), 
Bangladesh (144), Nepal (105) and Bhutan (94). 
China is ranked 176. The United States is ranked 44th 
and Russia is placed at the 148th place.  
v. Among the lowest ranked countries were Syria, at 
177th place out of 180, just above North Korea 
(179th) and last placed Eritrea. Published annually by 
RSF since 2002, the World Press Freedom Index is 
based on an evaluation of media freedom that 
measures pluralism, media independence, the quality 
of the legal framework and the safety of journalists in 
180 countries. 
 
MoU between India and Bhutan on Technical 
Cooperation  
i. The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi today gave its approval for 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between India and Bhutan on technical cooperation in 
the field of capacity building, benchmarking and 
bilateral exchange in infrastructure engineering.  
ii. India and Bhutan have had a long standing 
diplomatic, economic and cultural relations with each 
other. The India-Bhutan friendship treaty signed in 
New Delhi in February, 2007 also strengthens the 
mutual relations.  
iii. The Hon'ble Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra 
Modi made a state visit to Bhutan in June 2014. The 

visit reinforced the tradition of regular high level 
exchanges between the two countries.  
iv. During the Indian Prime Ministers' visit, the two 
sides agreed to continue close coordination and 
cooperation in areas relating to their national interest.  
v. The MoU is in furtherance of Article 2,7 and 8 of 
the India-Bhutan friendship treaty. The MoU will 
provide an Umbrella for educational, scientific & 
technical research and environment protection which 
are also stated aim of the India-Bhutan foundation 
established in August 2003.  
 
Cabinet Approves Signing The Paris Agreement 
i. The Union Cabinet headed by the Prime Minister 
Mr. Narendra Modi has given its approval for the 
signing of the Paris Agreement adopted at the 21st 
Conference of Parties held at Paris in December last 
year.  
ii. The Paris Agreement recognizes the importance of 
sustainable lifestyles and sustainable patterns of 
consumption with developed countries taking the lead 
and notes the importance of 'climate justice’ in its 
preamble. 
iii. The agreement will be signed by the Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Mr. Prakash Javadekar on behalf 
of India on 22nd of April 2016 at the high level 
signature ceremony convened by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, Mr. Ban Ki-moon.  
iv. The Paris Agreement on climate change is a 
milestone in global climate cooperation. It is meant to 
enhance the implementation of the Convention and 
recognizes the principles of equity and common but 
differentiated responsibilities and respective 
capabilities in the light of different national 
circumstances. 
v. The objective of the Agreement further ensures that 
it is not mitigation-centric and includes other 
important elements such as adaptation, loss and 
damage, finance, technology, capacity building and 
transparency of action and support.  
 
HC revoked President's Rule in Uttarakhand 
i. The Uttarakhand high court on revoke the 
imposition of President’ rule in the state and revived 
the Congress government headed by Harish Rawat, 
who has been asked to prove his majority on 29 April. 
ii. Coming down heavily on the Centre for the 27 
March proclamation under Article 356, a division 
bench of the high court headed by chief justice K.M. 
Joseph said the imposition of the President’s rule was 
contrary to the law laid down by the Supreme Court. 
 
iii. Upholding the disqualification of nine  agitator 
Congress MLAs, the court said they have to pay the 
price of committing the “Constitutional sin” of 
defection by being disqualified.  
iv. The court said the fate of the rebel Congress MLAs 
was entirely irrelevant and extraneous to the 
imposition of President’s rule.  
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v. Ordering restoration of the Rawat government, the 
court ordered the ousted chief minister to prove his 
government’s majority on the floor of the Assembly 
on 29 April. 
 
President Mukherjee To Attend Khongjom Day In 
Manipur 
i. President Pranab Mukherjee will attend the 
observation of Khongjom and inaugurate a 
monument-cum-tourist Centre at Khongjom in 
Manipur tomorrow. 
ii. Khongjom day is observed on the 23rd April every 
year to pay rich tributes to the brave sons of Manipur 
who made supreme sacrifice for the cause of their 
motherland. 
iii. Khongjom, which is under Thoubal district of the 
state and is about 36 kms from Imphal on the Indo-
Myanmar road. 
 
Bhupendra Kainthola is new FTII director 
i. Bhupendra Kainthola, an Indian Information Service 
(IIS) officer of 1989 batch, has been appointed as the 
new Director of Film and Television Institute of India 
(FTII). 
ii. The Directorate of Personnel and Training (DoPT) 
issued an order to this effect on Saturday. This 
appointment process, which commenced in February 
2015, took over a year to finish. 
iii. Since D J Narain, former institute director, 
completed his term in July 2015, the post was being 
occupied by a part-timer, Prashant Pathrabe, a director 
with the Press Information Bureau for last nine 
months. 
iv. A great part of Pathrabe’s tenure went into 
handling the agitation by students’ to oppose 
appointment of Gajendra Chauhan as Chairman of 
institute’s Governing Council. 
v. Kainthola, who holds a Masters in International 
Relations from the University of Mumbai, is presently 
serving as Director (News Room) with DD News 
since January 2015 and has been responsible for 
‘management of news operations and output’. 
vi.Previously, he has worked with PIB, Directorate of 
Audio Visual Publicity (DAVP), Directorate of Film 
Festival (as Director, National Film Awards and 
Indian Panorama) and Lok Sabha Television. 
 
Union Government constitutes Ashok Dalwai 
committee for doubling farmers’ income by 2022 
i. The Union Government has recently constituted 8-
member inter-ministerial committee to prepare a 
blueprint for doubling farmers’ income by 2022.  
ii. The committee will be headed by Ashok Dalwai, 
Additional secretary at the Union Agriculture Ministry 
and is expected to submit the report in two months.  
iii. Its members will include officials from Agriculture 
and Food Ministries, experts from the Delhi-based 
National Council of Applied Economic Research and 
National Institute of Agricultural Economics and 
Policy Research. Terms of reference of the Committee 
Prepare plan to shift farm policies to income based 

from current production-oriented. Identify potential 
areas of agriculture where more investment should 
happen.  
 
Indo-Mongolia Joint Military Exercise, Nomadic 
Elephant – 2016, commenced 
i. The 11th Indo-Mongolia joint training Exercise, 
titled ‘Nomadic Elephant - 2016’ commenced on 25 
April 2016 in Mongolia.  
ii. The exercise aims at promoting military 
associations between India and Mongolia will 
culminate on 8 May 2016. 
iii. The aim of this exercise is to develop synergy and 
inter operability between the two armies to fight in 
Counter Insurgency and Counter Terrorism 
environment under the United Nation mandate. 
 
INS Karmuk Corvette participated in Indo-Thai 
Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) 
i. Indian Missile Corvette, INS Karmuk along with a 
Dornier Maritime Patrol Aircraft participated in the 
22nd Indo-Thai Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) on 25 
April 2016 in the Andaman Sea. 
ii. India’s indigenously built Missile Corvette is based 
at the Andaman and Nicobar Command. 
iii. The 22nd edition of CORPAT would bolster the 
already strong bilateral relationship between the two 
nations and contribute significantly to enhancing 
maritime security in the region. It would include 
participation of one warship and one Maritime 
Patrol Aircraft of India and Thailand with the closing 
ceremony being held at Port Blair, Headquarters 
Andaman and Nicobar Command (HQANC) from 25 
April -27 April 2016. 
 
India lays foundation for final phase of Housing 
Project in Central and Uva Provinces of Sri Lanka 
i. India lays foundation stone for 4000 houses under 
the third and final phase of Housing Project in Central 
and Uva Provinces of Sri Lanka. 
ii. High Commissioner of India, Y.K.Sinha, and 
Minister of Infrastructure and Community 
Development, Palani Digambaram jointly laid the 
foundation stone for the third phase of the Indian 
Housing Project at Dunsinane Estate in Nuwara Eliya 
District. 
 
New naval detachment launched at Lakshadweep 
Androth Island 
i. The Indian Navy has inaugurated a naval 
detachment at Androth Island of the Lakshadweep 
archipelago.  
ii. It will help Indian Navy to have better surveillance 
and reach in the Arabian Sea. The naval detachment 
was inaugurated by Vice Admiral Girish Luthra, who 
is the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the 
Southern Naval Command. 
iii. The facility will function as an observance and 
reporting organization. It will provide communication 
network connectivity with the mainland and also 



12 www.maruthischoolofbanking.com, V.K.K. Menon Road,Gandhipuram, Coimbatore-44. 9600342223 

 

enable monitoring of Sea Lanes of Communication 
(SLOC). It will also help in radar surveillance. 
 
Panel suggests fine or jail for celebs in misleading ads 
i. Parliamentary Standing Committee has been formed 
to tackle misleading advertising as well as to fix 
liability on endorsers/celebrities. 
ii. The committee to be headed by MP J C Divakar 
Reddy advocated that the Department of Consumer 
Affairs should be empowered to make laws to regulate 
growing sectors of e-commerce, direct selling and 
multi-level marketing where consumer complaints are 
on the rise. 
iii. The panel suggests that for first time offence the 
violator may be penalized with either a fine of Rs 10 
lakh or imprisonment up to two years or both. For 
second time offence a fine of Rs 50 lakh and 
imprisonment of five years. 
 
BSF to put tallest 'Tiranga' at Wagah border by 
January 2017 
i. The Border Security Force (BSF) is planning to 
install the tallest national flag near the Attari-Wagah 
Joint Check Post, famously known as the Wagah 
border. 
ii. The flag at 350 feet is part of BSF's expansion 
plans for the visitors' gallery at the site of the iconic 
Retreat ceremony. 
iii. Currently, Jharkhand holds the record of hoisting 
tallest flag. On January 23 this year, Defence Minister 
Manohar Parrikar hoisted the largest tricolour - a 
massive 99X66 feet - on the country's tallest flag post 
at 293 feet in Ranchi to mark Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose's birth anniversary. 
 
Indian Naval Ships Veer and Nipat Decommissioned 
i. Two Indian Naval Ships 'Veer' and 'Nipat' were 
decommissioned at the Naval Dockyard in Mumbai.  
ii. INS Veer and Nipat are the first two of this class to 
be decommissioned. Now eight ships of this category 
will remain. 
iii. The decommissioning ceremony was held in the 
presence of Vice Admiral Sunil Lanba, Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief Western Naval Command. 

 
New Schemes 

Government to develop 25 regional airports : Arun 
Jaitley 
i. To improve air connectivity, government plans to 
develop 25 regional airports.  
 
ii. Government is looking to develop 15 airstrips 
owned by the state governments and 10 that are with 
the Airports Authority of India (AAI).  
iii. There are around 160 airstrips that are lying 
unused, he said while talking about the steps taken by 
the government for infrastructure development in the 
country.  
iv. According to the Union minister Arun Jaitley, AAI 
would be able to fund itself from the money coming 
from Delhi and Mumbai airports. 

Mumbai gets its first-ever AC local train 
i. Mumbai has got its first air-conditioned suburban 
local train. which was flagged off from Integral Coach 
Factory in Chennai on March 31, has finally arrived in 
the metropolis, and its trial run would take place 
within a week. 
ii. The train is parked at the Kurla car shed of Central 
Railway and local train does not have any general or 
first class compartments and fare between Rs 60 to Rs 
70 from CST to Panvel.  
iii. It will undergo software and technical updates in 
the coming month, and speed trials for another five to 
six months. Coaches are connected by vestibules in 
two parts of six each while the seats are similar to the 
previous Bombardier rake. 
iv. In case of an emergency, each coach has a system 
installed that lets the passenger connect to the 
motorman and guard, and an LED destination board is 
present to alert the motorman.  
v. There is also a manual door opening system in each 
coach that can be accessed even when the train is in 
movement. 
 
3rd phase of Mission Indradhanush begins today  
i. The third phase of Union Health Ministry’s 
universal vaccination programme Mission 
Indradhanush began on 7 April, 2016.  

 
 
ii. It will cover 216 Districts across several States 
including Bihar, Gujarat, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh.  
iii. Under it, children against seven vaccine 
preventable diseases will be vaccinated against seven 
preventable diseases.  
iv. The last two phases nearly 39 lakh children have 
been fully immunised across the country.  
v. Mission Indradhanush depicts 7 colours of the 
rainbow which aims to cover all those children by 
2020 who are either unvaccinated, or are partially 
vaccinated against 7 vaccine preventable diseases. The 
diseases include diphtheria, whooping cough, tetanus, 
polio, tuberculosis, measles and hepatitis B. Under 
this universal vaccination programme, all vaccines 
will be made available free of cost. 
 
Gujrat CM Anandiben Patel launches 'Maa Annapurna 
Yojna' 
i. Gujarat chief Minister Anandiben Patel officially 
launched the state-wide implementation of National 
Food Security Act, which has been renamed as Maa 
Annapurna Yojna (Scheme) by the state government.  
ii. Under the Maa Annapurna Yojna, 3.82 crore people 
of Gujarat will be benefited. Each of them will get rice 
at Rs 3 per Kg and wheat at Rs 2 per Kg. 
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iii. Out of 35 kg given at subsidised rates during 
Congress rule, only 16 kg of food-grain was given at 
those rates, while for the remaining 19 kg, 
government used to charge Rs 7.70. Now, PM Modi 
removed this condition and has announced to give the 
entire 35 kg of food-grain at subsidised rates.    
iv. only 11 states had implemented the National Food 
Security Act and that too they had not implemented 
totally.  
v. The number of states has increased from 11 to 21, 
including Gujarat, which will implement it by April 1, 
2016," Paswan told reporters on the sidelines of a 
meeting organised here with Food Corporation of 
India (FCI) officials of Gujarat. 
 
Foundation stone for Haryana’s first Horticulture 
University laid in Karnal 
 
i. Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister 
Radha Mohan Singhlaid the foundation stone of 
Haryana State University of Horticultural Sciences at 
Karnal.  
ii. It is the first Horticulture University in the state that 
will cater the needs to support the gap between 
research, teaching and extension activities in the 
state.  
iii. The Horticulture University will be built on 118 
acres to disseminate latest technology and horticulture 
education to the young generation.  
iv. It will help in improving productivity levels by 
promoting adaptation of appropriate crop 
diversification to suit the agro climatic conditions of 
the region.  
v. It will also act as a skill development centre in 
order to cater the larger demand for skilled (trained) 
manpower in the production, post-harvest and 
processing industries. 
 
Govt. inaugurates 'Namma Toilet' in Delhi under 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
i. To promote the Swachh Bharat Mission, Union 
Urban development Minister Venkaiah Naidu 
inaugurated 'Namma Toilet' in the national capital 
Delhi.  
ii. This is a step in the direction of fulfilling the 
mission's target to establish over 2.5 lakh public 
toilets by 2nd October 2017. 
iii. Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is contributing in a major 
way to ensure hygiene and cleanliness to all in the 
country, public toilets are being built across the 
country.  
iv. The mission targets to establish 2 lakh 56 thousand 
public toilets by 2nd October 2017.  
v. Across Delhi Namma toilets were inaugurated at 19 
other places by the local municipal councillors. These 
toilets are being built under corporate social 
responsibility by NBCC. People were enthusiastic to 
see these innovative toilets. It is designed to withstand 
the extreme harsh conditions one can expect outdoors 
in our country and the high usage.  
 

Centre Releases Rs.12, 230 crore To States For 
MGNREGA 
 
i. The Ministry of Rural Development has released a 
central share of Rs. 12,230 crore to the states for 
implementation of its flagship programmes under the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 
ii.  Union Minister for Rural Development Birender 
Singh has said that is ministry has released a central 
share of Rs. 12,230 crore to the states for 
implementation of its flagship programmes under the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 
iii. The Minister also underlined that this fund release 
will take care of the pending wage liability of the 
States for the previous Financial Year (2015-16) and 
help the States to run the programme during the new 
Financial Year (2016-17).  
iv. He reiterated that the Government is committed to 
ensuring flow of adequate resources for fulfilling the 
programme objectives.  
v. Rebutting the reports that there are arrears of wages 
of over Rs 8000 crore under MGNREGA for the 
2015-2016 financial year. 
 
Centre to Issue Universal ID-Cards for Differently-
Abled People 
i. Union government is set to issue universal identity 
cards to the physically challenged with the objective 
of providing them easy access to various benefits 
being extended by the government. 
 
ii. Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has 
decided to issue universal identification card for 
physically handicapped people.  
iii. Some states do not accept cards of other states 
which leads to inconvenience. Thus, to shun this, the 
Centre has decided to issue universal cards," 
iv. Government was progressing towards distribution 
of modern motorized wheelchairs with British 
financial assistance and was also taking up the 
manufacturing of tricycles with German technological 
backup.  
v. Besides, steps were taken to provide barrier–free 
access to all government buildings in 50 cities and 
towns in a phased manner. 
 
BSNL Testing Wi-Fi Technology to Connect 1 Lakh 
Panchayats in a Year 
i. As the government's rural broadband project is 
facing long delays, telecom PSU BSNL is testing an 
alternative WiFi-based network to connect about 1 
lakh village panchayats in a year with high-speed 
Internet. 
 
ii. The State Run Company in connection with Vihaan 
Networks has started testing the sustainability of WiFi 
network in three villages – Karenda, Phalsa and 
Bahadri – in Alwar district of Rajasthan.  
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iii. Under the project, a wireless network over 6 
kilometres has been set up connecting WiFi towers in 
three villages -- Karenda, Phalsa and Bahadri with 
BSNL's exchange in Bhiwadi.  
iv. About 500 test connections have been provided to 
various users, including schools. 
v. The project was to be completed by 2013 but has 
missed several deadlines. The NDA government, 
which came in power in May 2014, had planned to 
connect 50,000 GPs by March 2015, another 1 lakh by 
March 2016 and rest of the one lakh by December 
2016. 
 
‘Green UP - Clean UP’ programme : Five crore trees 
to be planted in UP 
 
i. The Uttar Pradesh government has directed all the 
district magistrates for plantation of 5 cr. trees at 
6,500 sites in 24 hours on a date fixed in month of 
July under the ‘Green UP - Clean UP’ programme. 

 
 
ii. State Chief Secretary Alok Ranjan notified to DMs 
that the coding of plantation sites should be done 
according to IGRS based coding of NIC.  
iii. All online data of plantation sites should be 
prepared with the cooperation of National Informatics 
Centre (NIC) to ensure effective district-wise 
monitoring.  
 
iv. Control room for this project would be set up at 
district level by District tree-plantation committees for 
efficient execution of the programme, it would be 
monitored by Zonal Forest Officer 
 
Shan-e-Punjab Express becomes India's first train 
fitted with CCTV cameras 
 
i. Minister for Railways Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu 
inaugurated the fitment of CCTV in Train Shan-e-
Punjab Express through video-conferencing from 
Rail Bhawan premises, New Delhi. 
ii. CCTV surveillance cameras in the Shaan-e-Punjab 
Express is one more step towards improving security 
in Indian trains.  
iii. The CCTV system on the Shaan-e-Punjab Express 
includes 4 to 6 cameras per coach strategically located 
so that the entire area can be covered.   
iv. The system will facilitate facial recognition of the 
target person by giving high resolution images.  
v. It would enable facial recognition even in low light 
conditions especially in the aisles at night. The storage 
capacity is for one month. The recorder has safety 
storage/emergency recording function. In case of 
HDD failure, the data will store on additional storage 
device with in-built diagnostics to log internal 
function or hardware failure. 
 

Piyush Goyal Launches "Deep" E-Bidding & E-
Reverse Auction Portal" 
 
i. The government has replaced the conventional 
tendering process for power purchase by state power 
distributors with an e-bidding platform in an attempt 
to make the bidding more efficient and transparent by 
bringing power procurement contract details to the 
public domain. 
ii. Three states, Kerala, Bihar and Andhra Pradesh, 
have already sought 1,000 megawatt (MW) of short-
term power through the power trading portal, which 
was opened by power minister Piyush Goyal on 
Tuesday in the presence of state power secretaries in 
the national capital. 
iii. The Discovery of Efficient Electricity Price 
(DEEP) e-bidding reverse auction portal for now will 
cover short-term power purchase of less than a year 
and in the next few months, start offering the option 
for longer-term power purchase too. 
iv. The idea is to use the portal for all forms of power 
purchase and trading, including for 15 years and more, 
reducing the role of humans in transactions and 
eliminating corruption. 
v. Each and every stakeholder in the Power Sector can 
access the portal “DEEP” through the following three 
Official Websites: www.mstcecommerce.com,From 
the Official Website of Ministry of Power 
www.powermin.nic.in and PFC Consulting website 
www.pfcclindia.com. 
vi. It will be a very strong weapon to bring the illegal 
transactions into the light, and confine all these illegal 
transactions. Deep will also help in price reduction 
through competition. Those first 5 states which put 
their data within 1 week will be rewarded so that the 
other states can get inspired and do the work fast and 
proper manner. 
 
Govt launches carpool app 
i. Days before the second phase of the odd-even anti-
traffic scheme which begins from April 15, the 
government today launched ‘PoochhO Carpool app’ 
to help people explore carpooling options during the 
15-day car-rationing exercise. Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal is being heard in audio and video 
advertisement asking people to ensure that they follow 
the odd-even rules. 
  
ii. Ahead of the second phase of odd-even car-
rationing scheme set to begin from April 15, Delhi 
government launched PoochhO Carpool' app to help 
people explore carpooling options during the 15-day 
exercise. After download, users will have to register 
themselves to find carpooling options within a radius 
of 1-5 km.  
 
iii. After the spread awareness about the app, the 
government will ask the Sub-Divisional Magistrates 
(SDMs) to approach representatives of the Resident 
Welfare Associations (RWAs) and orangisations to 
download the app. For instance, someone who has an 
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even-numbered car and wants to carpool on an odd 
date can look for odd-numbered cars on the app. The 
person will immediately get a list of odd-numbered 
cars in the vicinity.  
 
Maharashtra CM Fadnavis launched Mission Drinking 
Water 
i. Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis on 
13 April 2016 launched ‘Mission Drinking Water. The 
mission was launched in the backdrop of recurring 
droughts and severe water crisis in Marathwada and 
Vidarbha region of the state. 
 
ii. The government has adopted a two-pronged 
strategy to scale up drought mitigation through 
Mission Drinking Water. The mission ensures changes 
in crop pattern to sustain wholistic development, 
which includes greater investments in agriculture and 
industries. 
iii. Every remote village in drought districts had been 
provided a roadmap and adequate budget. 
iv. Besides, the government also constituted the 
Maharashtra Drought Relief Committee headed by 
Agriculture Minister Eknath Khadse and Opposition 
leader Radhakrishna Patil. 
 
Odisha CM inaugurates cheap meal centres 
 
i.Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik inaugurated 
opening of 100 more Aahar centres across the State as 
part of Government’s cheap meal programme for the 
poor. 
Image result for Odisha CM inaugurates 
 
ii.Patnaik dedicated the 100 Aahar centres to the 
public at the Netaji Indoor Stadium in Cittack city. 
“Now the Aahar programme is extended to all the 
districts of the State. 
iii.Above 60,000 people visiting urban pockets of the 
State will get cheap meals,” Patnaik said The CM 
asked the officials to ensure hygienic food and 
sanitation at the centres. 
Image result for Swaraj Abhiyan to start pilot run of 
its electoral plunge with MCD polls 
 
Narendra Modi launches village self-governance 
campaign 
 
i. Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the 
Gramodaya se Bharatodaya Abhiyan (village self-
governance) campaign on the occasion of the 125th 
birth anniversary of Dr BR Ambedkar. The main aim 
of the Campaigned is to spread awareness about the 
various schemes that the Centre has launched keeping 
rural India in mind. 
ii. The campaign include a 'social harmony 
programme' from 14 to 16 April under which villagers 
would pay tribute to Ambedkar and resolve to 
strengthen social harmony. Besides, 'Village Farmer 
Assemblies' would also be organised from 17-20 April 
to promote agriculture by providing information to 

farmers about various schemes of the government 
such as Fasal Bima Yojana and Soil Health Card 
scheme.  
iii. On 19 April, a national meeting focusing on 
Panchayat and tribal development will be held at 
Vijaywada, while gram sabha meetings will be held 
from 21-24 April across the country. PM modi said 
While addressing a gathering at Ambedkar's 
birthplace Mhow in Madhya Pradesh.  
iv.Prime minister also announced that 18,000 villages 
that do not have access to power will be electrified in 
1,000 days, or even earlier. He also noted that optical 
fibre lines were being put in place in 2.5 lakh villages 
to ensure digital connectivity, and that the government 
has resolved to double farmers’ income by 2022. 
 
Online trading platform for farm goods launched 
 
i. Online trading platform for farm goods launchedi. 
Prime Minister Narendra sowed the seeds for a 
farming revolution, with the launch of e-NAM, an 
online portal for trading in agriculture produce, which 
promises to liberate farmers from the clutches of 
middle-men and realise fair market value for their 
yields. 
 
ii. “Farmers in India will now call the shots,” Modi 
said as he launched the National Agriculture Market 
portal (e-NAM). Terming it a ‘turning point’ for the 
country’s agriculture, Modi called upon all the States 
to come on board to help farmers reap the benefits of 
the trading platform. 
 
iii. The e-NAM marketplace will initially enable 
farmers in eight States — Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Telangana, Rajasthan and Haryana — to sell 25 
commodities in 21 wholesale mandis. 
 
Google extends free internet service through WiFi to 
10 railway stations  
i. The search engine giant Google has extended free 
internet service through WiFi to 10 railway stations 
across the country to provide internet to over 1.5 
million people.  
ii. The free internet service was extended as part of 
Google’s tie up with Railtel, the internet provider arm 
of Indian Railways.  
iii. These 10 Railway Stations are: Pune, Bhopal, 
Bhubaneshwar, Raipur, Ranchi, Vijayawada, 
Kacheguda (Hyderabad), Ernakulum Jn (Kochi) and 
Vishakhapatnam. 
iv. The free internet service is built over the fiber 
network of Raitel which is designed to offer high 
speed broadband experience to users. The first such 
kind of service was launched at Mumbai Central in 
2015.  
v. This service will provide travellers passing through 
these stations to easily stream a high definition video, 
research their destination, download a book or a new 
game for their journey.  
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Konkani museum to be set up in Mangaluru 
i. Mandd Sobhan, a Konkani cultural organisation, 
will set up a Konkani museum in Mangaluru. 
ii. Addressing presspersons in Mangaluru on Monday, 
Eric Ozario, Gurkar (chief) of the organisation, said 
that this anthropological museum will showcase the 
unique, rich and diverse Konkani culture of the 
Konkani-speaking people from all regions, religions 
and dialects. 
iii. He said the museum, which is estimated to cost 
around �30 crore, will be set up on an area of one acre 
at Shaktinagar area in Mangaluru. 
iv. The Karnataka Budget for 2016-17 has allocated 
�2.5 crore for the project. The state government has 
assured to allocate another �2.5 crore in the next 
financial year, Ozario said. 
v. The organisation will seek funding support from the 
Central government for the museum. In addition to 
this, UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization) will also be 
approached for the funding support, he said. Efforts 
will be made to complete the work on the building in 
three years. The Karnataka Chief Minister, 
Siddaramaiah, will lay the foundation stone for the 
project in Mangaluru on April 21, he said. 
 
 Maneka launches Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao scheme 
in 61 more districts 
i. The Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme was launched 
by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 22nd 
January 2015 and has completed one year of 
implementation. 
ii. On completion of its first year, the BBBP scheme is 
being expanded in additional 61 districts across 11 
States/UTs with low Child Sex Ratio. 
iii. The WCD Minister Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi 
launch the Beti Bachao, Beti Padho scheme in 
additional 61 districts. 
iv. This Scheme launched by the Ministry at a high 
level conference at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi to be 
attended by Principal Secretaries, Departments of 
WCD/Social Welfare, Education and Health, Deputy 
Commissioners/Collectors and District Magistrates 
from the new 61 BBBP Districts. 
v. The Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao scheme is designed 
to address the issue of declining Child Sex Ratio and 
related issues of disempowerment of women through a 
life cycle continuum. Initially launched in select 100 
districts (low on CSR), the key elements of the 
scheme include awareness and advocacy campaign, 
multi-sectoral action in select 100 districts (low on 
CSR) and effective enforcement of Pre-Conception & 
Pre Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PC&PNDT) Act. 
 
PM Modi inaugurates superspeciality hospital in Katra 
i. Prime Minister Narendra Modi today dedicated the 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Narayana Superspeciality 
Hospital to the people of Jammu and Kashmir in Katra 
belt of Reasi district. 

ii. The 230-bed hospital has been set up by the Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board with an investment 
of about Rs 300 crore at Kakryal near Katra. 
iii. At the inauguration, the Prime Minister was 
flanked by Jammu and Kashmir Governor N N Vohra, 
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti, Union Minister of 
State in PMO Jitendra Singh, Deputy Chief Minister 
Nirmal Singh and Health Minister Bali Bhagat. 
iv. The hospital has more than 20 different streams of 
medicine and surgery, including cardiology, cardio-
thoracic surgery, neurology, neuro surgery, 
nephrology etc. 
v. Among the many novel features of the hospital 
project is the provision for rain water harvesting, solar 
energy utilisation, incineration of waste material, 
generators for power backup, and two sewage 
treatment plants, shopping complex, parking facility 
and various other required ancillary services. 
 
FICCI Ladies Org Plans To Set Up Centres In Gujarat 
i. FICCI Ladies Organization (FLO) has planed to set 
up two Mahila Huts in Gujarat.  
ii. These centres will help in the upliftment of women 
belonging to all sections of the society through 
education and training. 
iii. FLO is the women wing of the Federation of 
Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) 
which encourages and facilitate women to showcase 
their talents, skills, experiences and energies across 
sectors.  
iv. The organization Chairperson Roopa Patel said 
that the company plans to setup the 'Mahila Hut' at 
Vadodara and Ahmedabad in Gujarat. For the project 
the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) has 
already agreed to give a plot to FLO for setting up a 
hut and the work will begin soon. 
v. These huts will focus on empowering the girl-child 
and women at the grass-root level through education 
and training. The project will also provide the quality 
training programme for women in non-traditional jobs 
and support young women entrepreneurs through skill 
development. 
 
Affordable plotted housing policy notified in Haryana 
i. The Haryana Government has notified its 
Affordable Plotted Housing Policy 2016 for low and 
medium potential towns under the Deen Dayal Jan 
Awas Yojna.  
ii. This policy will enable the creation of additional 
affordable housing stock in the low and medium 
potential towns of the state. All projects are being 
required to be completed within seven years from the 
date of granting the license. 
iii. The Deen Dayal Jan Awas Yojna aims at 
developing 'high density plotted colonies' in low and 
medium potential towns where small plots are made 
available through a liberal policy framework.  
iv. The policy mandates 30 % of the net planned area 
under the residential zone, inclusive of 20 % area limit 
for group housing projects, can be allowed for 
projects.  
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v. The minimum and maximum net planned area for 
such projects would be five acres and 15 acres 
respectively. The maximum permissible area of a plot 
shall be 150 sq metres. 
 
Government's Twitter Seva to Address Grievances Of 
Startups 
i. The Commerce and Industry Ministry has launched 
a Twitter Seva service a special Twitter cell by the 
Narenda Modi government manned by a set of 
dedicated officers of the Commerce and Industry 
Ministry was launched.  
ii. It will respond to queries from start-ups, exporters 
and importer, and other stakeholders within 48 and 72 
working hours. 
iii. At the launch of the service, Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Commerce and Industry Minister said that queries on 
matters relating to Department of Commerce and 
Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion 
(DIPP) will be answered through this service. 
 
4. Department Of Disinvestment Is Now 'Dipam' 
i. The Department of Disinvestment has been renamed 
as Department of Investment and Public Asset 
Management or 'Dipam'. 
ii. The new department has been mandated to "advise 
the government in the matters of financial 
restructuring of central public sector enterprises. 
iii. The Dipam will work under Finance Ministry and 
it will deal with "all matters relating to management 
of central government investments in equity including 
disinvestment of equity in central public sector 
undertakings". 
 
Dr. Harsh Vardhan Celebrates Earth Day By 
Inaugurating India’s 1st Cellulosic Alcohol 
Technology Demonstration Plant In Uttarakhand 
i. Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth 
Sciences, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, inaugurated India’s 1st 
Second-Generation (2G) Ethanol plant today at 
Kashipur in Uttarakhand.  
ii. Such technological breakthroughs can make India 
stand out as a leader in the world’s struggle to save the 
earth from challenges of global warming. 
iii. It is a novel technology suited to both Indian & 
Global Needs and is projected to be capable of 
converting all types of agricultural residues like 
Bagasse, Rice Straw, Wheat Straw, Bamboo, Cotton 
Stalk, Corn Stover, Wood chips etc. to ethanol in less 
than 24 hours, with optimum product yields. If 
successfully operated and scaled-up, it will establish 
India as a major global technology provider in the 
arena of renewables and reduction in carbon-
emissions, besides effecting considerable savings in 
import of crude-oil. 
 
PM To Launch Rs. 8,000 crore Scheme For Free LPG 
Connections to Poor 
i. Prime Minister Narendra Modi on May 1 will 
launch Rs. 8,000 crore scheme to provide 5 crore free 
LPG connections to Below Poverty Line (BPL) 

families using the money saved from 1.13 crore 
cooking gas users voluntarily giving up their 
subsidies. 
ii. The scheme is called Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana and Mr. Modi will be launching it on May 1 at 
Ballia in Uttar Pradesh and Dahod in Gujarat on May 
15. 
iii. Maharashtra tops the list with 16.44 lakh 
consumers giving up subsidies, then Uttar Pradesh 
where nearly 13 lakh users gave up subsidies, 
followed by Delhi with 7.26 lakh people giving up 
subsidies. 
iv. Prime Minister’s home state Gujarat was way 
down the list with just 4.2 lakh giving up subsidies. In 
Odisha around 1.3 lakh people gave up subsidies. 
v. The Government had launched the ‘GiveItUp’ 
campaign which was aimed at motivating LPG users 
who can afford to pay the market price for LPG to 
voluntarily surrender their LPG subsidy. 
 
President nominates 6 eminent members to Rajya 
Sabha  
i. President Pranab Mukherjee has nominated of six 
eminent members to Rajya Sabha as per the 
provisions of Article 80 of the Constitution.  
These nominated members are  
• Mary Kom: Legendary boxer and Olympic bronze 

medallist. She belongs to the Sino-Tibetan 
speaking Kom tribe of Manipur. She is five-time 
World Amateur Boxing champion, and the only 
woman boxer to have won a medal in each one of 
the six world championships. In 2014, she became 
the first Indian woman boxer to get a gold medal 
in the Asian Games in Incheon, South Korea.  

• Narendra Jadhav: He is renowned economist and 
former member of the erstwhile National 
Advisory Council (2010-14) and Planning 
Commission (2009-14). He is also the former 
vice-chancellor of Pune University.  

• Suresh Gopi: He is Malayalam actor and had acted 
in over 200 films. He is a winner of the National 
Film Award and Filmfare Award.  

• Swapan Dasgupta: He is journalist by profession. 
He had worked at senior editorial positions in 
various publications including The Indian 
Express, India Today and The Times of India.  

• Subramanian Swamy: He is BJP leader and was 
elected to the Lok Sabha in 1977, 1980 and 1988, 
and to the Rajya Sabha in 1974 and 1998.  

• Navjot Singh Sidhu: He is cricketer-turned-
politician and former two time member of Lok 
Sabha.  

 
India’s first online interactive heritage portal 
Sahapedia launched  
i. The Union Government has launched India’s first 
online interactive heritage portal named Sahapedia 
was in New Delhi.  
ii. The web portal is a collaborative knowledge 
resource on the arts, culture and heritage of India.  
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Union Government notifies new rules to revamp 
SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act  
i. The Union Social Justice and Empowerment 
Ministry has notified new rules to give effect amended 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act, 1989.  
ii. The new rules seek to tighten provisions to ensure 
speedy justice to members of the SC/ST community.  
 
Centre to provide plastic park to Andhra Pradesh 
i. Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers 
Ananta Kumar announced that Andhra Pradesh would 
be the plastic hub in a short while from now and that 
the Centre would provide a plastic park to the State 
with Rs.1000 crore. 
ii. The announcement has been made after laying the 
foundation stone for the Central Institute of Plastic 
Engineering and Technology (CIPET) at Surampalli 
village of Gannavaram mandal, near Vijayawada.  
iii. He also announced that a plastic waste 
management center would be set up in Vijayawada 
and agreed to take up the issue of setting up the 
National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and 
Research (NIPER) in Visakhapatnam. 
 
Govt hikes minimum wage for contract workers to Rs 
10,000 
i. The Union Minister Bandaru Dattatreya has stated 
that the minimum wage for contract workers has been 
increased to Rs. 10,000 per month. 
ii. The Minister of State for Labour and Employment 
informed Lok Sabha that the wage hike has been done 
based on a Supreme Court verdict. 
 
iii. It is the endeavour of the central government to 
make reforms in labour laws and to proceed from 
minimum wage to universal wage. The decision has 
been taken to make changes to rule 25 of the Contract 
Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Central Rules. 
Now every contract worker will be entitled to get Rs. 
10,000 per month. 
 
Union Railway Ministry to set up Rs 1 lakh crore 
Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh 
i. The Union Railway Ministry has decided to create a 
1 lakh crore rupees safety fund named as Rashtriya 
Rail Sanraksha Kosh (RRSK) to strengthen safety 
measures on the rail network to prevent accidents. 
ii. It was announced by Union Railway Minister 
Suresh Prabhu in the Lok Sabha while replying to a 
debate on Demands for Grants for Railways for 2016-
17.  
iii. The Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh will be a non-
lapsable fund which will be utilized for safety 
measures. This fund will help Indian Railways to 
accomplish its zero-accident mission by strengthening 
the safety measures on the rail network in a 
comprehensive way. 
 
Government approved the policy for sharing 
competitive exam scores with private sector  

i. The Government has approved the policy for public 
disclosure of scores and ranking of the candidates who 
appear for recruitment examinations conducted by 
various public recruitment agencies for the benefit of 
employers in the public and private sector seeking 
qualified candidates through a portal.  
ii. The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has 
given some observations in this regard that have been 
communicated to the concerned authorities.  
iii. Earlier, PM Mr. Narendra Modi has stated that 
scores obtained by candidates in recruitment 
examinations conducted by government and PSUs 
will be shared with private sector to help them hire 
candidates with matching talent. This will create a 
positive externality,” Modi said at the Bloomberg 
India Economic Forum. 
 
Operation Sulaimani to eradicate Poverty in 
Kozhikode District 
i. In an initiative to eradicate poverty from the district, 
the Kozhikode district administration is all set to 
implement a project named ‘Operation Sulaimani’ to 
ensure food for the needy in its jurisdiction.  
ii. Operation Sulaimani is being implemented in 
association with the state Hotel and Restaurants 
Association. Following the implementation of the 
project, the needy will get food free of cost.  
iii. As per the initial plan, through the  Operation 
Sulaimani, around 1,000 people will get food per day. 
The price of the food will be covered through 
sponsorship.  
 
 Union Tourism Ministry launched NOAPS Web 
Portal of National Monuments Authority 
i. Union Tourism Ministry has launched National 
Monuments Authority Web Portal called NOC Online 
Application and Processing System (NOAPS).  
ii. The web portal will provide single window 
clearance for applicants to get no-objection 
certificates (NoC) within six working days for 
construction-related works near the 3,686 protected 
monuments in the country.  
iii. Under the present rules, hundred meters area 
around the monument is a prohibited zone.  While the 
area between 100 to 300 metres is regulated zone for 
which no-objection certificate is needed for 
construction-related works. The time limit for availing 
NoC was 90 days. 
 
Cabinet nod to solar power plant of 200 MW at Jetsar, 
Rajasthan 
i. The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, gave its approval for utilisation of 
400 hectares of un-cultivable farm land at the Central 
State Farm (CSF), Jetsar in Sri Ganganagar District, 
Rajasthan for setting up of a solar power plant 
of capacity exceeding 200 MW. 
ii. The land is presently in possession of National 
Seeds Corporation (NSC), a Central Public Sector 
Enterprise (CPSE) under the administrative control of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. The 
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Solar Power Plant will be set up by a CPSE, which 
would be selected through negotiation. 
iii. NSC will provide 400 hectares of un-cultivable 
land, out of the 5394 hectares under its possession to 
the identified CPSE, which will bear the costs relating 
to the installation of the Solar Power Plant. The 
selected CPSE will have to do tariff based 
competitive bidding for the project.  
 
MoU between India and Papua New Guinea on 
cooperation in the field of health area and medical 
science 
i. The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for signing 
an Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between 
India and Papua New Guinea on cooperation in the 
field of Healthcare and Medical Science.  
ii. The bilateral MoU will encourage cooperation 
between the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare of 
India and the Ministry of Health and HIV/AIDS of the 
Papua New Guinea through joint initiatives in the 
health sector.  
iii. It will strengthen bilateral ties between India and 
Papua New Guinea. 
 
MoU between Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India and the Insurance Authority, UAE 
i. The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-post facto 
approval for the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority of India (IRDAI) and the 
Insurance Authority of United Arab Emirates. The 
MoU was signed in February 2016. 
ii. The MoU provides for enhanced cooperation 
between the two authorities in the field of insurance 
supervision by providing a framework for co-
operation such as channels of communication.  
iii. It will also result in increasing mutual 
understanding through the exchange of regulatory and 
relevant supervisory information including 
confidential information to enforce or ensure 
compliance with their respective laws and regulations. 
 
Govt plans to keep 1% of highways project cost for 
road safety 
i. The Union Minister Nitin Gadkari stated that the 
government plans to make it mandatory to set aside 1 
% of total cost of any highway project for road safety. 
As India witnesses as high as 5 lakh road accidents 
per annum in which 1.5 lakh people die and another 3 
lakh are crippled.  
ii. The government is committed to reducing the 
number of road accidents and fatalities by 50 per cent 
in next two to three years.  
iii. Presently, road accidents cause an annual loss 
equivalent to 3 per cent of the GDP.  
 
Gujarat Announces 10% Quota For Economically 
Backward 

i. Gujarat has declared 10% reservation in higher 
education institutions and government jobs for the 
economically backward members of all non-reserved 
castes, with annual income below rs. 6 lakh.  
ii. This will be on top of the 49% reservation currently 
available for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and 
Other Backward Castes.  
iii. The ordinance will be brought out on May 1, the 
state's foundation day. 
Nagaland’s capital Kohima declared ‘smoke-free city’ 
i. Nagaland capital Kohima has been declared as a 
‘smoke-free city’. 
ii. The official declaration was made by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Kohima, Rovilatuo Mor during the 
campaign for Smoke-Free Kohima City organised by 
District Tobacco Control Cell under the Department 
of Health and Family Welfare. 
iii. Nagaland State ranks the second highest in the 
country with 57% of Tobacco Users. 
iv. The campaign in which students of 22 schools took 
part was organised by District Tobacco Control Cell 
under the Department of Health and Family Welfare. 
 
Centre approves Rs.9,005 Cr. investment for 
affordable housing in three states 
i. The government of India has approved an 
investment of Rs.9,005 crore for construction of 
73,205 more houses for Economically Weaker 
Sections(EWS) in urban under Prime Minister’s Awas 
Yojana(PMAY) in the States of Maharashtra, Punjab 
and Jammu & Kashmir. 
 
ii. An inter-ministerial Central Screening & 
Monitoring Committee chaired by Dr.Nandita 
Chatterjee, Secretary (HUPA) approved the first batch 
of housing proposals during the current financial year. 
iii. These were also the first affordable housing 
proposals of these three States sanctioned under 
PMAY (Urban). 
 
Odisha CM launches 100 piped water supply projects 
i. The chief minister of Odisha Naveen Patnaik 
dedicated to the people 100 piped water supply 
projects for rural areas and promise to make piped 
water provision in all gram panchayats by 2017. 
ii. The project was inaugurated on the occasion of 
'Utkal Gaurab Madhusudan Das’ anniversary. 
iii. In rural areas all gram panchayats have been asked 
to spend 30 per cent of the panchayat funds towards 
piped water supply. 

 
INTERNATIONAL 

 Vietnam's parliament elects first female speaker 
i. Vietnam’s National Assembly (NA) elected Nguyen 
Thi Kim Ngan as the country’s first female house 
speaker.  
 
iii. She was also elected as the Chairperson of the 
National Election Council. Prior to the election, Ngan 
served as Vice Chairperson of the National Assembly 
from July 2011. 
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4th Nuclear Security Summit was held at Washington 
 
i. The fourth edition of Nuclear Security Summit 
(NSS) was held at Washington.  
 
ii. In the edition of summit, heads of about 53 
countries and representatives of five international 
organisations including the UNO, International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), European Union 
(EU), Interpol were participated.  
 
iii. India is being represented by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in the two-day summit. The fourth 
summit is the last summit under the current format 
and also under the presidency of Barack Obama.  
 
iv. The summit will highlight achievements and 
commitments of several countries towards 
safeguarding nuclear devices and technologies and 
reducing the threat of nuclear terrorism.  
v. This edition of summit is expected to take stock of 
the measures being taken by all countries to safeguard 
nuclear materials and facilities and also prevent non-
state actors gaining access to them.  
 
Russia approved OVL deal to acquire 15% stake in 
Vankor oilfield for $1.3 billion 
i. Russia has approved a deal of ONGC Videsh Ltd 
(OVL) to acquire 15% stake in Vankor oilfield from 
Rosneft, The deal size of 1.3 billion US dollars’was 
signed between the OVL and Rosneft in September 
2015. 
 
ii. The new deal enables OVL’s stake in Vankor will 
raise to 26% from 15% and will give it about 3.5 
million metric tonnes of oil a year Consequently. 
 
iii. Rosneft will retain the remaining 50.1 per cent and 
also retain full control of infrastructure of the Vankor 
cluster. 
iv. ONGC Vankor is Russia’s second biggest oil field 
with capacity of total 500 million tonnes recoverable 
reserves barrels. 
v. It currently has 14 projects across 16 countries. 
ONGC is India’s largest oil and gas exploration and 
production company. 
 
US, Saudi Arabia impose joint sanction on fundraising 
for terrorists 
 
i. The US and Saudi Arabia on imposed sanctions 
jointly on four individuals and two organisations, 
aiming to disrupt terrorism fundraising operations in 
South Asia and the Middle East. 
 
ii. The joint action targeted James Alexander 
McLintock and his Pakistan-based Al-Rahmah 
Welfare Organisation, Abdul Aziz Nuristani and his 
Pakistan-based Jamia Asariya Madrassa. 
iii. The Treasury said these organisations and 
individuals provide money for Al Qaeda, the Taliban, 

Lashkar-e-Tayyiba and other Afghan extremist 
groups, and the sanctioned have ties across 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia. 
iv. It also said that McLintock and his organisation 
have provided funding to extremists under the false 
guise of helping orphans. 
 
 
v. The sanctions freezes any property they have within 
US jurisdiction and bans Americans from doing 
business with them. 
 
Pakistan Sikh body elects caretaker president 
 
i. Pakistan’s Sikh religious body elected a caretaker 
president after its first chief Sham Singh died. 
 
ii. Tara Singh was elected the caretaker “pardhan” at a 
meeting of the Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee.  
iii. Tara Singh, who is in his 40s, is the youngest 
member of the 10-member PSGPC.  
iv. All other nine-members of the committee 
unanimously elected Tara Singh, a graduate from 
Sindh province who has business interests in cotton 
trading.  
v. The meeting was called to elect the successor of 
Sham Singh, who died of brain hemorrhage. Sham 
Singh was elected the first president of the PSGPC 
after it was established by Pakistan government in 
1998. 
 
Internal security chief Tran Dai Quang sworn in as 
Vietnam's president 
 
Tran Dai Quang has sworn in as the ninth President of 
Vietnam after he was elected by country’s National 
Assembly.  
He succeeds Truong Tan Sang and shall have term of 
five years.  
Tran Dai Quang Prior to getting elected as the 
President of Vietnam, Quang had served as Minister 
of Public Security of the country from 2011 to 2016.  
He is a member of the 12th Politburo of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam and is currently ranked 
second after General Secretary Nguyen Phu Tr. In 
August 2011 he was appointed Secretary of the 
Central Police Party Committee In 1972, he had 
attended the People’s Police School. 
 
World’s first public dengue vaccination programme 
launched in Philippines  
 
i. The world’s first public dengue vaccination 
programme was launched in the Philippines as nurses 
began injecting the first batch of a million children 
with a French drug to combat the sometimes deadly 
disease. 
ii. Hundreds of fourth-graders at a public school in 
metropolitan Manila’s Marikina city were given the 
first of three shots of Dengvaxia. 
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iii. The Philippines had the highest dengue incidence 
in the WHO’s Western Pacific region from 2013 to 
2015, recording 200,415 cases last year, according to 
the Department of Health. 
iv. The government is spending 3.5 billion pesos ($98 
million) to administer the free vaccines, which it 
bought at a discounted cost of 3,000 pesos ($85) for 
three doses for each child. 
v.Dengvaxia, developed by the French pharmaceutical 
company Sanofi Pasteur, obtained its first license in 
Mexico in December 2015 for use in individuals aged 
9 to 45. Regulatory agencies in Brazil, the Philippines 
and El Salvador followed. But the vaccine is awaiting 
regulatory reviews in Europe and dozens of non-
European countries, as well as prequalification by the 
WHO. 
 
Madhukar Gupta committee - Strengthen security 
along Indo-Pak border 
 
i. The Union Government on 5 April 2016 constituted 
a high-level committee to suggest ways to strengthen 
the border protection along the border with Pakistan.  
ii. It will also address the issue of gaps and 
vulnerability in border fencing along Indo-Pakistan 
border. 
iii. The committee will be headed by former Home 
Secretary Madhukar Gupta and will submit its report 
in three months. 
iv. The mandate of the committee is to study all types 
of gaps in fencing and all other vulnerabilities in the 
International Border on Indo-Pakistan Border.  
v. It will suggest comprehensive approach to fix the 
gaps in fencing and other vulnerabilities on interim 
and permanent basis. The government's move comes 
three months after terrorists belonging to Pakistan-
based terror group Jaish-e-Mohammed had breached 
the Indo-Pak border in Punjab and attacked the 
Pathankot airbase killing seven security personnel. 
 
Irani unveils bronze bust of Aryabhatta at UNESCO 
HQ 
i. A bronze bust of ancient Indian mathematician and 
astronomer Aryabhatta has been unveiled at the 
UNESCO Headquarters.  
ii. The bust, sculpted by renowned Indian sculptor 
Ram Sutar, was unveiled yesterday by HRD Minister 
Smriti Irani.  
iii. She was in the French capital to attend the high-
level segment of the 'International Conference on 
Zero' held from April 4-5.  
iv. Sutar was recently awarded the Padma Bhushan, 
one of the highest civilian awards in India, for his 
contribution to the world of art.  
 
 
v. The two-day conference, organised by the 
Permanent Delegation of India to UNESCO, was held 
to share the rich and remarkable history of 
mathematics through participation of some of the 
brilliant minds, resonating with the UNESCO's 

mandate to advance, transfer and share knowledge for 
the greater global good. 
 
NTPC Suspends Power Generation from Farakka 
 
i. Partial suspension of power generation at the 
NTPC's Farakka plant in West Bengal's Murshidabad 
district owing to shortage of water is likely to continue 
till April 10. 
ii. The power producer was forced to temporarily shut 
five units (1,600 MW) of its 6 units (2,100 MW) at 
Farakka after water level at Farakka feeder canal 
receded due to "diversion of water to Bangladesh as 
per the international treaty and  one unit of 500 MW is 
under operation.  
iii. Total allocation to West Bengal from NTPC 
stations is 786 MW, which can be fully met by the 
company from its stations, if power is requisitioned by 
the state. 
iv. NTPC Limited (previously known as National 
Thermal Power Corporation Limited is an Indian 
central Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) under the 
Ministry of Power, Government of India, engaged in 
the business of generation of electricity and allied 
activities. 
 
 ASCI upholds 51 complaints against misleading ads 
 
i. The Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI) 
upheld complaints against 51 out of 102 
advertisements.  
ii. The advertising industry watchdog's Consumer 
Complaint Council (CCC) found the claims in various 
categories advertisers to be either misleading or false 
or not adequately / scientifically substantiated and 
hence violating ASCI’s Code. 
iii. Out of 51 advertisements against which complaints 
were upheld, 13 belonged to the Education category, 
12 to the Food & Beverages category, followed by 11 
in the Healthcare category, 6 in the E-commerce 
category and 9 advertisements from other categories. 
iv. In education category advertisements of Rice 
Education, Adamas Career, Tathagat, Think & Learn 
etc. were upheld, while in Healthcare segment 
advertisement of the brands such as Emami, Dabur 
India, Patanjali Ayurved, Mosons and Uttam 
Dawakhana were upheld.  
v. Advertisements of following ecommerce brands 
were also upheld PortMart, Xeroin Retail, Amazon, 
Ibibo Group and HolidayIQ.Apart from these, 
advertisements from Balaji Telefilms, Viacom18 and 
Times on India were also upheld. 
 
Saudi Arabia And Egypt To Build Bridge Across 
Red Sea 
i. Saudi Arabia’s King Salman has announced an 
agreement with Egyptian President Abdul-Fattah al-
Sisi to build a bridge over the Red Sea connecting the 
two countries.  
ii. The announcement made on the second day of visit 
of Saudi Arabia's King to Cairo. 
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iii. The name given to this bridge after the Saudi king 
is King Salman bin Abdel Aziz Bridge.  
iv. The planned bridge would help in boosting 
commerce and trade between the two allied countries. 
This historic step will also connect the two continents, 
Africa and Asia.   
v. The estimated cost to this bridge is around $4 
billion. 
 

International 
Barack Obama appoints MasterCard CEO Banga to 
National Cybersecurity.  
i. The White House released a list of names President 
Barack Obama will appoint to his new Commission 
on Enhancing National Cybersecurity. The panel, 
established this year as part of Obama's $19 billion 
proposal to tighten defenses against hacking threats, 
seeks to tap industry experts outside the government 
for cybersecurity recommendations for both the public 
and private sectors. 
ii. Among the names included are: General Keith 
Alexander, the director of the National Security 
Agency from 2005 to 2014; Uber chief security 
officer Joe Sullivan; MasterCard CEO Ajay Banga; 
and Peter Lee, corporate vice president for Microsoft 
Research. "I have charged the Commission on 
Enhancing National Cybersecurity with the critically-
important task of identifying the steps that our nation 
must take to ensure our cybersecurity in an 
increasingly digital world. 
 
Canada Ranks near Bottom on UNICEF's 'fairness' 
Report Card 
i. Canada's poorest children are falling further behind, 
according to a UNICEF report card that ranks the 
country in the bottom third among OECD and EU 
nations when it comes to inequality in the well-being 
of its youngest citizens. 
ii. Report released in Paris presents an overview of 
inequalities in child well-being in 41 countries of the 
European Union (EU) and the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  
iii. It focuses on ‘bottom-end inequality’ – the gap 
between children at the bottom and those in the 
middle – and addresses the question ‘how far behind 
are children being allowed to fall?’ in income, 
education, health and life satisfaction. 
iv. UNICEF's Fairness for Children report card, 
released ranks Canada 26 out of 35 affluent nations.  
v. The report also notes that gaps in children’s health 
and education have widened since 2013, when Canada 
ranked 17 among 29 rich countries.  
 
India, Afghanistan And Iran Finalize Draft Of 
Chabahar Trilateral Agreement 
i. India, Afghanistan and Iran have finalized draft of 
the Chabahar Trilateral Agreement on Transport and 
Transit Corridors.  
ii. The agreement was finalized at the 2nd meeting of 
experts from the three counties in New Delhi. The 

agreement will be signed after completing necessary 
internal procedures in the three countries. 
iii. This was a very tight matter for Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s diplomacy as it involved two rival 
Islamic nations, both rich in energy resources.  
iv. The Agreement envisions trilateral cooperation for 
providing alternative access to seas to Afghanistan, 
inter alia for Afghanistan’s trade with India.  
v. When this agreement will come into force it will 
facilitate better regional connectivity including 
between India and connections to Afghanistan and 
Central Asia. It will enhance the utilization of the 
Chabahar port and will also contribute to economic 
growth of landlocked Afghanistan.  
 
India Sign MoU With Mauritius For Cooperation In 
Traditional Medicine And Homoeopathy  
i. India and Mauritius have signed an MoU on 
cooperation in the field of traditional system of 
medicine and Homoeopathy.  
ii. The MoU was signed during the recent visit of 
Minster of State for AYUSH (Independent Charge) 
and Health and Family Welfare Shripad Yesso Naik to 
Mauritius.  
iii. It also aims at promotion and popularization of the 
various Indian traditional systems which fall under 
AYUSH. 
iv. The MoU will help to promote cooperation in the 
field of traditional system of health and medicine 
between the countries.  
v. It will also envisage the exchange of experts and 
supply of traditional medicinal substance because both 
the countries share a common culture with respect to 
the Ayurvedic system of medicine. 
 
IMF, WB, UN And OECD Form New Group To Stop 
Tax Erosion 
i. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World 
Bank has stated that they are going to join forces with 
other international organizations to cooperate on tax 
issues and develop new tools and standards to halt tax 
base erosion and evasion.  
ii. This new group will also include the United 
Nations and the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development. 
iii. The new group will particularly focus on building 
effective tax systems in developing countries and 
avoid tax base erosion.  
iv. The decision was announced after the release of 
'Panama Papers', which highlighted the widespread 
use of tax haven countries by wealthy individuals to 
avoid taxes.  
v. The group will help emerging marketing countries 
to develop policies for the "informal" sectors of their 
economies that operate in cash transactions outside the 
tax system. It also aims to provide "toolkits" to help 
developing countries implement measures developed 
under a previous G20/OECD tax effort, known as the 
"Base Erosion and Profit Shifting" project. 
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Six Indians In TIME’s 100 Most Influential People 
i. TIME released the list of 100 most influential 
people on Thursday which featured six Indians 
including RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan and actress 
Priyanka Chopra. 
ii. Tennis ace Sania Mirza, environmentalist Sunita 
Narain along with Flipkart Co-founders Sachin and 
Binny Bansal were other Indians on the list. The list 
also featured Indian-origin Google CEO Sundar 
Pichai. 
iii. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who was among 
the probable contenders for the list, was not in the 
final list determined by Time’s editors. Modi was 
among Time’s 100 most influential people in the 
world last year. 
 
International Solar Alliance Cell and UNDP declared 
Cooperation for Promoting Solar Energy 
i. The Interim Administrative Cell of International 
Solar Alliance (ISA Cell) and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) on 22 April 2016 
declared their intention to promote solar energy 
globally. 
ii. The declaration was made on the occasion of the 
side event on International Solar Alliance at the UN 
Headquarters in New York. 
iii. The main aim of this cooperation is the 
Development of synergies with ongoing UNDP 
programmes and projects on solar energy in 
and across ISA member countries and also the 
creation of complementary linkages with ongoing 
global and regional efforts in the field of solar energy. 
 
China, Pakistan ink agreement to launch satellite to 
monitor CPEC projects 
i. China and Pakistan have signed an agreement for 
the launch of a special satellite to monitor the 
development of the multi-billion dollars China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects.  
ii. Pakistan and China are working closely and 
wholeheartedly to implement the CPEC projects in the 
speediest manner. In this regard, both countries have 
decided for development and launch of the Pakistan 
Remote Sensing Satellite (PRSS-1) System and 
launch a satellite in June 2018.  
iii. The first phase of multibillion dollars CPEC 
framework will be completed by 2018. The 
production of 10,000MW under this 
important initiative will also help overcome the 
energy crisis by 2018. 
 
President embarks on two-nation tour to Papua New 
Guinea and New Zealand 
i. President Pranab Mukherjee leaves New Delhi for a 
two Nation tour to Papua New Guinea and New 
Zealand this evening.  
ii. This is the first ever state visit of an Indian 
President to these two countries. Symbolizing the 
growing strategic and economic engagements with the 
Pacific Island countries, the President’s first stopover 

will be Port Moresby, the capital of Papua New 
Guinea.  
iii. He would be holding talks with the Governor 
General Michael Ogio and Prime Minister Peter 
O’Neil among others. The President will also interact 
with the business community and the Indian diaspora. 
Papua New Guinea is looking towards increasing 
cooperation in health sector, IT, agriculture and 
infrastructure and cooperation between India and New 
Zealand has been on the rise over the years in various 
fields. 

BUSINESS 
UltraTech buys Jaypee cement units for  
Rs 15,900 cr 
i. UltraTech Cement, a part of the Aditya Birla group, 
agreed to buy Jaiprakash Associates' 21.2 million 
tonnes per annum (mtpa) cement capacity for Rs 
15,900 crore on Thursday. 
ii. While the deal will take UltraTech's cement 
capacity to over 91 mtpa from the present 68 mtpa, it 
will help Jaypee group reduce its debt. 
iii. As against the earlier estimate of Rs 16,500 crore, 
the deal size reduced by about 3.5 per cent or Rs 600 
crore, as the transaction excludes the 1.2-million tonne 
plant in Karnataka. 
iv. The transaction will help debt-heavy Jaiprakash 
Associates to reduce its debt, which touched an 
alarmingly high of Rs 60,000 crore.  
v. The lenders, led by ICICI Bank, had asked the 
company to sell assets so that it could repay its loans. 
 
Flipkart acquires mobile payments firm PhonePe 
 
i. India’s largest e-commerce company Flipkart has 
acquired PhonePe, a Bengaluru-based mobile 
payments company, which was co-founded by ex-
Flipkart employees Sameer Nigam and Rahul Chari.  
ii. The financial details of the acquisition were not 
divulged. 
iii. PhonePe is building India’s a Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI) based product, which is, planned to go 
live in April.  
iv. The interface will allow users to transact using 
their unique identification and mobile phone number 
or virtual payments address without sharing any other 
bank details. 
v. The PhonePe team will transition to Flipkart but 
will function as an independent business unit, the 
company said in a statement. 
 
FICCI, AIBC sign MoU to strengthen business ties 
i. In a bid further strengthen and promote business ties 
with Australia, FICCI on Friday announced inking an 
MoU with Australia India Business Council (AIBC). 
ii. The agreement was signed in the presence of the 
visiting Finance Minister Arun Jaitley during the 
'Invest in India Round Table Conference' here. 
iii. According to National Chairman of AIBC Dipen 
Rughani: "The signing of the MoU is a great 
milestone in the bilateral relations between the two 
organisations and will certainly have a positive impact 
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and add tremendous value to the business relations 
between the two countries." 
iv. The agreement reinvigorates the ongoing 
relationship between the two organisations to further 
promote, facilitate and grow the trade and investment 
relationship between Australia and India. 
v. The MoU also solidifies the partnership for the 
upcoming "Engaging with India" conference being 
held on 16 and 17 May, for which AFR is also a 
partner, AIBC said. 
 
World’s largest oil firm Aramco to invest in India 
 
i. India and Saudi Arabia have vowed to substantially 
boost investments and their trade ties as Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi invited cash-rich Saudi firms 
to invest in infrastructure and form joint ventures for 
oil exploration.  
ii. Saudi Oil giant Aramco, the world’s largest oil firm 
with crude reserves of about 265 billion barrels, plans 
to make major investment in India’s petroleum sector 
as it considers India the most preferred destination to 
invest at a time when the global economy is in a crisis. 
iii. Modi invited Saudi firms such as Aramco and 
SABIC to invest in the India’s infrastructure sector. 
India is 79% dependent on imports to meet its oil 
needs and Saudi Arabia is its largest supplier. 
iv. The two sides also agreed to focus on areas of 
training and human resources development and 
cooperation in research and development in the energy 
sector. 
v. Both leaders also welcomed the signing of the 
framework agreement between the General 
Investment Authority in Saudi Arabia and Invest India 
aimed at facilitating investments by the private sectors 
in the two countries. 
 
Germany To Give € 500 m Loan To Nagpur Metro 
i. Germany's Development Bank KfW will provide a 
loan assistance of €500 m (Rs. 3,750 crore) for metro 
system in Nagpur city.  
ii. The loan period is 20 years with a moratorium of 
five years and disbursal will be based on the progress 
of the project over three years. 
iii. In this regard, a loan agreement was signed by 
Joint Secretary in Department of Economic Affairs S 
Selvaraj and Director General of KfW Roland Siller in 
New Delhi.  
iv. With this Nagpur metro project becomes first 
metro to be financed under the Indo-German 
partnership for clean, socially inclusive and climate 
friendly mobility for people in cities.  
v. Physical works commenced in May, 2015 and the 
whole Metro would be operational by March, 2019 
 
Blackstone To Acquire HP's 60% Stake In Mphasis 
 
i. Blackstone Group has announced that it is buying 
Hewlett Packard Enterprise Co.’s majority stake in 
Indian outsourcing firm Mphasis Ltd.  

ii. This deal represents the largest acquisition by 
Blackstone in India. Based on the open offer 
subscription, the purchase price consideration will 
vary between Rs 5,466 crore and Rs 7,071 crore (or 
approximately $825 million - $1.1 billion). 
iii. HPE also signed a master services agreement 
(MSA) with Mphasis, committing business of $990 
million over a period of five years. The duration of the 
MSA is five years with three automatic renewals of 
two years each. 
iv. Mphasis will also be included in HPE’s Preferred 
Provider Program, opening up significant additional 
revenue opportunities. HPE currently owns 60.5% of 
Mphasis.  
v. Blackstone will pay a purchase price of Rs 430 per 
share to HPE. 
 
Vedanta sets Guinness World Record for mass 
plantation 
i. Mining conglomerate Vedanta said its subsidiary 
Talwandi Sabo Power (TSPL) has set the Guinness 
World Record for planting 2,08,751 saplings at a 
single location in less than an hour.  
ii. Guinness World Records acknowledged this 
achievement by TSPL on December 17, 2015, by 
presenting a certificate. The mass plantation drive was 
organised in Mansa (Punjab) on October 30, 2015. 
iii. TSPL has set the benchmark for environmental 
compliance by developing 222 acres of green cover 
(as of March 2015) around the periphery of the plant 
and installing Zero Discharge Unit, Sewage Treatment 
Plant and High Concentration Slurry Disposal 
(HCSD) system. 
iv. Sustainable development and community 
empowerment are the two core elements that guide the 
CSR strategy of Vedanta Limited.  
v. The company undertakes high impact initiatives to 
ensure the health and safety of the workers and makes 
valuable contributions to communities and regions 
across the country; with environmental footprint 
gaining a special position among its host of activities. 
 
India’s first Cash Giving App ‘CASHe’ Launched 
i. India's first cash giving app has launched by a fin-
tech company called Tslc Pte Ltd. The app is named 
as CASHe.  
ii. This new application is very helpful and provides 
users a personalized experience to borrow cash 
anytime, anywhere within minutes for their needs.  
iii. CASHe was launched in Mumbai with 
Bollywood’s rising star Arjun Kapoor joined by 
CASHe’s eminent Board of Advisors comprising Dr. 
Rakesh Mohan, Former Deputy Governor of RBI and 
Director IMF and Yezdi Lashkari, tech thought leader 
unveiling the product. 
iv. You can enjoy simplified borrowing experience 
with CASHe. The loan is disbursed by One Capitall 
Ltd. An RBI – registered NBFC only.  
v. You will get convenient 15-day loan for a one-time 
processing fee. There is no other hidden costs, no 
painful paper work and no human interaction. The app 
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best for young professionals between 20-35 years old. 
With this app you can avail of a loan of up to 40 
percent of their monthly income instantaneously at a 
rate of interest on par with credit cards. 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Stand Up 
India Scheme 
 
i. The Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 5 April 2016 
launched Stand Up India Scheme to promote 
entrepreneurship among Scheduled Caste/Scheduled 
Tribes and Women entrepreneurs. 
ii. On this occasion, the Prime Minister also 
inaugurated a Kaushal Kendra (Skilling Center) under 
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojna in Noida. 
iii. The Scheme is intended to facilitate at least two 
projects per bank branch, on an average one for each 
category of entrepreneur. It is expected to benefit at 
least 2.5 lakh borrowers within 36 months. 
iv. It provides for refinance window through Small 
Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) with 
an initial amount of 10000 crore rupees. It will create 
credit guarantee mechanism through the National 
Credit Guarantee Trustee Company (NCGTC). 
v. It will provide support for borrowers both at the pre 
loan stage and during operations. Its focus is on 
handholding support for both SC/ST and Women 
borrowers. The aim is to leverage institutional credit 
structure to reach out under-served sectors of the 
population by facilitating bank loans repayable up to 7 
years and between 10 lakh rupees- 100 lakh rupees for 
greenfield enterprises in non farm sector set up by 
such SC, ST and Women borrowers. 
 
BHEL commissions tiltable canal top solar plant in 
Andhra 
i. Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) has 
commissioned a seasonwise tiltable canal top solar PV 
plant at Bhimavaram in Andhra Pradesh.  
ii. This is the first canal top project in Andhra Pradesh 
and also first such project executed by the company, 
the state-run power equipment maker said in a 
release.  
iii. The project is developed by NREDCAP (New and 
Renewable Energy Development Corporation of AP 
Ltd). Power generation is about 10 per cent more than 
a fixed Module Mounting Arrangement (MMA), 
BHEL said. The elevated control room with bottom 
cable entry prevents ingress of water during floods, it 
said.  
iv. The Module Mounting Structure (MMS) is a 
unique design incorporating additional functionalities 
like lighting, cable support and fencing into the 
MMS.  
v. Another feature is the movable walkway which 
facilitates efficient maintenance of the plant by 
providing easy access, it added. 
 
ECoR becomes largest freight loading railway zone 
i. East Coast Railway (ECoR) has emerged as the 
largest freight loading railway zone of Indian 

Railways in 2015-16. ECoR loaded 173.49 million 
tonnes of freight compared to 161.91 million tonnes 
achieved in the corresponding period previous year 
and registered an increase of 7.1 per cent, its officials 
said. 
ii. On the earnings side, ECoR earned about Rs 
15,978.28 crore which is 14.13 per cent more than the 
corresponding period of previous financial year, they 
said. 
iii. In coal loading, ECoR carried 79.4 rakes per day 
from its jurisdiction against 72.7 rakes per day in last 
fiscal.  
iv. The coal loading from Talcher was 40.8 rakes per 
day followed by Visakhapatnam Port 8.7 rakes, 
Gangavaram Port 7.7 rakes, Paradeep Port 11.7 rakes, 
Dhamara 9.5 rakes and at other places 1.1 rakes per 
day during 2015-16. 
v. In iron ore loading, it loaded 14 rakes per day in 
2015-16 - 5.2 rakes per day from iron ore belts under 
Khurda Road Division and 8.8 rakes day from KK 
Line under Waltair Division. Altogether East Coast 
Railways has carried 131.2 rakes loading per day from 
its jurisdiction against 122.4 rakes per day in 2014-15 
financial year. These include coal, iron ore, cement, 
food grains, POL and other commodities.  
 
Santosh Gangwar Inaugurates 3 Mega Projects in 
Nagaland 
i. Union Minister Santosh Kumar Gangwar 
inaugurated 3 mega textile projects in Nagaland.  
ii. These 3 projects included Apparel and Garment 
Making Centre in Dimapur, Muga P3 Basic Seed 
Station Kobulong in Mokokchung district and newly 
approved Integrated Eri Silk Development Project 
under North East Textile Promotion Scheme 
(NERTPS). 
iii. The Union Minister of State for Textiles formally 
launched the three mega projects at District Industries 
Centre Complex in Dimapur district in the presence of 
Nagaland Chief Minister T R Zeliang.  
iv. The Apparel and Garment Making Centre for 
Nagaland was announced by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on December 1, 2014 during his maiden visit to 
the state for inauguration of Hornbill Festival.  
v. As per Gangwar the project will benefit more than 
5,000 cultivators engaged in plantation of these three 
varieties of silk. 
 
Future Group Has Acquired FabFurnish 
 
i. Future Group has acquired online home furnishings 
and décor business company FabFurnish for an 
undisclosed amount.  
ii. The buyout could range between Rs.15 crore and 
Rs. 20 crore in cash. But the Future Group will retain 
the FabFurnish brand and will use the store's online 
platform to take its Home Town retail stores online. 
iii. This is the first consumer startup acquisition made 
by Future Group led by Kishore Biyani and also 
marks the first exit for Berlin based investor Rocket 
Internet which also backs Foodpanda and Jabong.  
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iv. But this acquisition will make the India's largest 
home décor e-marketplace.  
v. The take over also include the FabFurnish’s 
management team and about 100 employees who are 
likely to join the Future Group.  
 
North East ASEAN Business Summit Inaugurated In 
Imphal 
 
i. The first ever two day North East-ASEAN 
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations) Business 
Summit was inaugurated at the City Convention 
Centre in Imphal, Manipur.  
ii. The two day summit has been organized by 
Manipur Commerce and Industries Department 
(MCID) in collaboration with the Union Ministries of 
External Affairs and Development of North-Eastern 
Region(DoNER), Indian Chamber of Commerce(ICC) 
and Indian Chamber of Service Industries(ICSI). 
iii. Bangladesh Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed 
was the chief guest at the inaugural session of the 
Summit.  
iv. The North East -ASEAN Business Summit aims to 
attracting investment from both domestic and foreign 
firms to the North-Eastern states to increase 
productivity and generate employment in the region.  
v. The main highlights of the Summit include a 
Regional conference on “Ease of Doing Business”, 
“Agro and Food Processing : Potential and 
Challenges” and a “Session on Empowering MSME 
in North East”.  
 
Snapdeal launches donation program ‘Sunshine’ 
 
i. Snapdeal has partnered with 9 non governmental 
organisations (NGOs) to launch Snapdeal Sunshine, a 
platform where users can make donations to causes 
under education, health, sports, women empowerment, 
disaster relief and old age care.  
ii. These organisations include Magic Bus, Akshaya 
Patra, Care India, Teach For India and HelpAge India, 
which will list required products for ongoing projects. 
iii. At face value, it doesn’t look like Snapdeal is 
charging a fee for this service, but the products needed 
by the NGOs are from Snapdeal’s inventory and 
currently include cooking, education, sports, study, 
clothing, stationery, housing and other miscellaneous 
supplies. 
iv. The products will be sent to the partner after the 
donation is accepted, and donors will be able to track 
the progress on Snapdeal. 
v. The company says that it launched the platform 
based on ‘studies indicating that Indians would like to 
give more to society but faced constraints like lack of 
visibility of end utilisation of their donations’. Users 
can donate by selecting the cause or the NGO they 
wish to support and its products, decide an amount for 
donation, process payment and Snapdeal will deliver 
the products to the NGO’s location. 
 

Airtel Buys Aircel’s 4G Spectrum in 8 Circles For Rs 
3,500 crore 
 
i. Bharti Airtel announced the acquisition of 20 MHz 
spectrum in eight circles from Aircel for Rs 3,500 
crore.  
ii. Bharti will acquire spectrum or radiowaves in 2,300 
MHz band in Tamil Nadu, Bihar, West Bengal, 
Jammu and Kashmir, Assam, North East, Andhra 
Pradesh and Odisha. 
iii. Aircel had won the spectrum in a government 
auction and is entitled to hold it till September 20, 
2030.  
iv. After this acquisition, Bharti Airtel will become a 
pan-India 4G operator.  
v. The transfer of right to use for the circles of Andhra 
Pradesh and Odisha is subject to the revision of 
spectrum caps with the upcoming auction to be 
conducted by Department of Telecommunications 
(DoT). 
 
$200-mn Pact Inked To Study TAPI Project 
 
i. Shareholders of the Turkmenistan- Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) Pipeline Company Limited 
signed an agreement to invest $200 million in studies 
and engineering for the $10 billion project to transport 
natural gas to energy-hungry countries like India. 
ii. The agreement signing ceremony was witnessed by 
TAPI and senior government officials of 
Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Asian 
Development Bank officials in Ashgabat, capital of 
Turkmenistan, according to a statement by ADB.  
iii. The agreement would pave the way for delivery of 
long-term natural gas supplies to Pakistan by 
addressing its energy shortages.  
 
India Offers To Invest $20 Billion In Iran 
 
i. India has offered to invest upto $20 billion in Iran 
announced by Dharmendra Pradhan Minister of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas during his two day visit to 
Iran.  
ii. This was the first visit by an Indian minister since 
the US and other western powers lifted sanctions 
against Iran in January. 
iii. India was also keen to set up a gas cracker unit and 
a liquefied petroleum gas extraction unit in Chabahar 
and ways of transporting gas to India from Iran 
including through a planned Iran-Pakistan-India 
pipeline were discussed.  
iv. The two sides also discussed the award of rights to 
Indian firms to develop Farzad-B gas fields and the 
pending payments by Indian refiners towards Iran’s 
oil purchases. 
 
Tata starts U.K. steel sale 
 
i. Tata Steel, the country’s largest steel producer, has 
signed an agreement to sell the loss-making 4.5-
million tonne (mt) long-product Scunthorpe steel plant 
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in Britain to UK-based investment firm Greybull 
Capital for a nominal consideration, with the latter 
taking assets and relevant liabilities. 
ii. The crenelated steelmaker appointed KPMG LLC 
as process advisor for the “thorough, but expedited 
sale” of its entire shareholding in its subsidiary Tata 
Steel UK, which includes Britain’s largest steel plant 
at Port Talbot.  
iii. The agreement with Greybull, an investor in 
distressed companies, will save thousands of jobs.  
iv. The Long Products Europe business employs 4,800 
people, 4,400 in the U.K. and 400 in France. 
v. The steel industry in the U.K. and Europe has been 
on a downturn owing to the global oversupply of steel, 
high production costs and cheap imports. The sale 
includes the Scunthorpe works, two mills in Teesside, 
an engineering workshop in Workington, a design 
consultancy in York, a mill in Hayange, France, and 
sales and distribution facilities. 
 
Fairfax India To Invest $300 million in Sanmar 
Chemicals 
 
i. Sanmar Chemicals, India's private sector 
petrochemical firm, will receive Rs.1,996 crore equity 
investment from Fairfax India Holdings, reported 
Reuters.  
ii. A 30 percent minority stake in the company will be 
offered through a combination of equity and fixed 
income instruments to Fairfax. 
iii. Fairfax India Holdings said on Friday it has agreed 
to acquire a minority stake in privately held Indian 
petrochemical company Sanmar Chemicals via a 
roughly $300 million investment.  
iv. The Sanmar investment is the latest in a string of 
bets Fairfax India and its sister concern Fairfax 
Financial Holdings Ltd have made in the country 
within the last year. The two entities are chaired by 
Canadian billionaire Prem Watsa. 
v. Headquartered in Chennai, Sanmar Group is a 
family-owned enterprise headed by N.Sundar. The $1 
billion conglomerate has business concerns in 
engineering technologies and shipping, apart from 
chemicals. 
 
Bharti Airtel First Entity To Get Payments Bank 
Licence From RBI 
 
i. India leading telecom company Bharti Airtel 
received its payment bank license that is had applied 
for in partnership with Kotak Mahindra Bank, a move 
that will help the companies take Indian government's 
financial inclusion plans to the next level.  
ii. Bharti Airtel and Kotak Mahindra had applied for 
the payment bank licence through AMSL, which 
launched Airtel Money in 2011. 
iii. Airtel Money was the first mobile based pre-paid 
payment instrument service in the country and it 
empowers millions across India to leverage their 
mobile phones as a secure way for making payments 
and transferring money.  

iv. The payment banks will cater to the needs of small 
savings accounts, remittance services, low income 
households, small businesses and other unorganised 
sector entities. 
 
LAVA International Announces MS Dhoni As Its 
Brand Ambassador 
i. A Noida based handset manufacturer Lava 
International has announced the Indian's limited over 
captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni as it's new brand 
ambassador. This step has been taken to strengthen its 
brand in India. 
ii. The contract value was not disclosed by company. 
The company has set up its first manufacturing plant 
in Noida (UP) and plans to invest Rs.2,615 crore to 
raise its annual production capacity to 216 million 
phone sets.  
iii. The present plant of the company in Noida is 
aligning itself with the Government of India’s ‘Make 
in India’ initiative. 
iv. According to VP of the Lava International Mr. 
Solomon Wheeler, to bringing him on board 
strengthens our resolve to offer trusted and reliable 
products and services to all our consumers at all 
times.  
v. Lava International was established in the year 2003 
as Pacetelation Communications. In 2009, the 
company was renamed Lava International. The 
company had launched the world's first Intel chip-
based smartphone and achieved the revenues of $1.2 
billion in fiscal 2014-15.  
 
US Jury Slaps $940 Million Fine on Tata in Trade 
Secret Case, TCS Denies Wrong doing 
i. A US grand jury has slapped two companies of 
India's Tata group -Tata Consultancy Services(TCS) 
and Tata America International Corp. with a USD 940 
million fine in a trade secret lawsuit filed against 
them. 
ii. After days of hearing, the federal grand jury in the 
US State of Wisconsin ruled that Tata Consultancy 
Services Ltd. and Tata America International Corp. 
must pay USD 240 million to Epic Systems for 
allegedly ripping off its software.  
iii. Tata have also been asked to pay another USD 700 
million in punitive damages.  
iv. TCS, which is India's largest software services 
firm, stated there was no IP infringement in the Epic 
Systems case and said it plans to "defend its position 
vigorously in appeals to higher courts".  
v. The Mumbai-based firm said it remains committed 
to protecting IP as well as its reputation and financial 
interests fully. Epic Systems had accused TCS and 
Tata America International Corp, in a lawsuit filed in 
October, 2014 in US . 
 
India To Purchase 145 M777 Howitzers For US$ 750 
Million  
i. India is likely to buy 145 M777 Howitzers for $750 
million to equip its Mountain Strike Corps.  
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ii. The decision to buy ultra-light Howitzers produced 
by BAE Systems under the ‘Make In India’ program 
was discussed at a meeting on April 12 between 
Indian Defense Minister Manohar Parrikar and his US 
counterpart Ashton Carter. 
iii. The artillery gun programme to equip the 
Mountain Strike Corps is being finalized as India and 
the US are in agreement on its “make in 
India” component.  
iv. The initial price notified by the US in 2012 was 
$694 million. The manufacturer has been seeking 10 
per cent hike on the four-year-old price. The 
negotiation price is about $750 million. The tender 
will be for associated equipment, parts, training and 
logistical support.  
v. The Army intends to use the howitzers 
to modernize its forces and enhance its ability to 
operate in hazardous conditions. In India, the BAE 
Systems had tied up Mahindra as its business partner 
for its proposed in-country assembly, integration and 
test (AIT) facility for the M777 Howitzer. 
 
Accenture launches cyber centre in Bengaluru 
i. Global professional services company Accenture on 
Thursday said it opened a cyber centre here to expand 
its global security presence and help organisations 
tackle complex security challenges. 
ii. The new centre will be a hub for continuous, 
collaborative innovation, melding the combined 
brainpower of the clients. 
iii. The state-of-the-art facility brings together 
interdisciplinary capabilities of innovation, incubation 
and development of new solutions along with 
managed delivery of cyber defence services. 
iv. The cyber centre is the largest cybersecurity 
facility in the Accenture Global Delivery Network, 
which includes more than 50 facilities," it said, adding 
Accenture has grown its security presence in India for 
nearly five years and it is now one of the company's 
largest geographies globally. 
 
ICC and Emirates Airline renewed deal for 
additional seven years 
i. The International Cricket Council (ICC) and 
Emirates Airline on 19 April 2016 renewed their deal 
for an additional seven years.  
ii. With this, Emirates Airlines became the Global 
Partner for all ICC events from 2016-2023. 
iii. The ICC and the Emirates relationship date back to 
2002, when the award-winning airline came on board 
as a sponsor of the ICC. The partnership was 
strengthened with Emirates becoming the ICC’s 
official partner for the 2007-2015 events cycle. 
iv. This new deal is an extension and expansion of 
previous partnership as Emirates will continue its 
sponsorship of the Emirates Elite Panel of ICC 
Umpires and Match Referees. The Fly Emirates logo 
will be displayed prominently on the umpires’ 
clothing when they are officiating at all international 
cricket matches. 

v. In the current cycle, the partnership promises to 
reach greater heights, as the ICC will stage an ICC 
World Twenty20 tournament in 2020, two ICC 
Champions Trophy and two ICC Cricket World Cups. 
 
JK Tyres Acquired Cavendish Industries For Rs 2200 
Crore 
i. The leading Indian tyre manufactures JK Tyre has 
announced that it had completed the acquisition of 
tyre, tube and flap maker Cavendish Industries at an 
enterprise value of Rs.2,200 crore.  
ii. It is a unit of Kesoram Industries Ltd and Kesoram 
Industries is a B.K. Birla Group company. 
iii. The Cavendish industries is located in Laksar near 
to Haridwar in Uttarakhand.  
iv. The deal will add a capacity to produce 10 million 
tyres a year. The agreement will also enable JK’s 
entry into the fast-growing two-wheeler and three-
wheeler tyre market and will also boost its capacity to 
produce truck and bus radials. 
v. The JK Tyre will fund the deal through a mix of 
internal accruals and debt raised by JK Group 
associates, such as Bengal & Assam Co. Ltd (the 
holding company) and Valiant Pacific LLC, a trading 
firm. JK Tyre will hold a 64 % stake in Cavendish, 
while the rest will be held by Bengal & Assam and 
Valiant. 
 
TCS In Time's Top 50 Employers For Women In UK 
i. A part of the Tata group and India's largest IT 
services company, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) 
has been recognized as one of the United Kingdom's 
leading employers for women in a list published by 
The Times.  
ii. The Times Top 50 Employers for Women 
recognizes organisations that are spearheading gender 
equality in the workplace and making a conscious 
effort to even out the playing field for men and 
women.  
iii. Presently, the company has employed over 
1,00,000 women globally, a 3rd of its total workforce. 
TCS’ rank in The Times Top 50 is recognition of its 
continued drive to make gender equality a central part 
of its business strategy.  
 
Uber partners with FICCI, Gujarat Tourism for soft 
skill training 
i. Cab aggregator, Uber has entered into a partnership 
with Gujarat Tourism and FICCI in Ahmedabad city 
to facilitate training for Uber driver-partners. 
ii. The training is designed and conducted by Ace 
Driving & Road Safety Education Pvt Ltd on areas of 
Safe Driving and Interpersonal Skills of the drivers, in 
order to improve the overall rider experience in 
Gujarat. 
iii. According to a statement from Uber, the training 
will be conducted on an ongoing basis and will be 
optional for all Uber driver-partners. All drivers who 
attend the training will be certified by FICCI and 
Gujarat Tourism under their program, it added. 
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iv. The first such training took place on March 30 
2016 with over 40 Uber driver-partners attending the 
session, which covered some of the topics like Safety 
and Regulations, Interpersonal Skills With Co-
Passengers, Drivers etiquette, Correct seating posture, 
Proper attitude towards riders and customers, do’s and 
don’ts while dealing with riders, taking proper care of 
the vehicle and himself (hygiene), precautions for lady 
passengers and management of emergency situations 
among others. 
 
Tata Trusts signs pact with Odisha for Malaria 
elimination 
i. Tata Trusts has signed a pact with the Odisha 
government to achieve elimination of Malaria from 
the state by 2030.  
ii. As per the MoU, Tata Trusts will be taking mass 
screenings twice a year in 557 villages in five selected 
blocks including Bissamcuttack and Muniguda blocks 
of Rayagada district, Lanjigarh, Thuamulrampur 
blocks of Kalahandi district and Kotgarh block 
of Kandhamal district in southern Odisha. 
iii. The Centre has committed to eliminate malaria 
from the country by 2030. If the partnership between 
Odisha government and Trusts can demonstrate 
reduction in mortality in Odisha, it will bring down 
overall prevalence of malaria and incidence in the 
country. The vision of the partnership is to reduce 
malaria deaths by 50 per cent in five years and 
incidence by 40 per cent. 
 
Cadbury inaugurates largest Asia-Pacific facility in 
India 
i. Cadbury India, part of Mondelez International, 
today inaugurated its $190 million factory in Sri City 
SEZ, on the border of Tamil Nadu and Andhra 
Pradesh. 
ii. The plant, which was inaugurated by Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu, is the 
company’s largest plant in Asia Pacific. 
iii. The plant will start with making Dairy Milk 
chocolates will have an initial capacity of about 
60,000 tonnes a year, which will be increased to 
250,000 tonnes by 2020. The facility is spread over 
134 acres of leased land; the plant will be developed 
in four phases and is scheduled for final completion 
by 2020. The new facility is a multi-category food 
campus and will create around 1,600 jobs.  
 
India banned milk, mobile phones import from China 
i. India has banned import of milk and milk products, 
certain mobile phones and a few other items from 
China after finding them sub-standard or not 
following security codes. 
ii. Commerce Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said in 
Lok Sabha that India banned import of milk and milk 
products from China as their quality was 
unacceptable. 
iii. Sitharaman said some mobile phones, which do 
not carry International Mobile Station Equipment 
Identity number or other security features, and some 

steel products have also been banned from importing 
from China. "Complete ban of import from any 
country is not possible now due to WTO rules even if 
we have problems diplomatically, territorially or 
militarily," she said 
 
Uber partners with Election Commission in 
Tamilnadu 
i. Taxi operator Uber has partnered with Election 
Commission in Tamil Nadu to spread awareness on 
voting among the electorate for the May 16 assembly 
polls.  
ii. Uber held discussions with officials on the 
importance of voting and encouraging people to cast 
their vote and would collaborate with EC's Systematic 
Voters' Education and Electoral Participation 
programme, Uber India said in a statement.  
iii. Drivers of Uber cabs would be educating public on 
the importance of voting and encourage riders to vote 
on May 16. 
 
Videocon d2h Ties-up With Vodafone m-pesa 
i. Videocon d2h has announced that its sub-base of 
over 15 million can now recharge their d2h service 
using Vodafone m-pesa.  
ii. This tie-up with Vodafone allows its customers a 
simple, convenient and on-demand recharge facility 
using the proven m-pesa platform.  
iii. In addition, the 1,20,000+ Vodafone m-pesa 
CashIn points will also accept recharge for Videocon 
d2h, thus providing additional convenience to 
customers.  
 
 Hero to invest Rs 3k cr in new Andhra unit 
i. Hero MotoCorp is setting up a factory in Andhra 
Pradesh. It plans to invest Rs 3,000 crore, for annual 
capacity of 1.8 million units. Chief Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu will be unveiling the foundation 
stone next month. 
ii. Hero has three manufacturing facilities, at Gurgaon 
and Dharuhera in Haryana and Haridwar in 
Uttarakhand. The two-wheeler major is also setting up 
two more facilities in Rajasthan and in Gujarat. 
iii. For the new facility, the state government has 
allocated around 600 acres at Tada in Chittoor district, 
close to Chennai.  
 
Isuzu opens manufacturing plant in Andhra Pradesh 
i. Isuzu Motors India today opened its manufacturing 
plant in AP and rolled out its India-made D-Max pick-
up. The facility was inaugurated by Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu.  
ii. The initial production capacity of the plant is 
50,000 units per annum and can be scaled up to 
1,20,000 units. Isuzu had earlier committed an 
investment of Rs 3,000 crore for the Indian project.  
iii. With its existing operations in the US, Japan and 
Thailand, this plant in India is expected to provide a 
manufacturing leg-up to Isuzu globally.  
 
Patanjali to invest Rs 1,150 crore in 2017 
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i. Patanjali Ayurved, the FMCG venture promoted by 
yoga guru Ramdev, will invest over Rs 1,150 crore in 
the current fiscal to set up six processing units and one 
R&D center as it chases a turnover of Rs 10,000 crore 
this year. 
ii. These units will come up in Assam, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. 
iii. Patanjali Ayurved, which reported a turnover of Rs 
5,000 crore in the last fiscal, is also looking at 
entering the highly competitive dairy segment this 
year. The company is also working towards increasing 
its exports and enhance online presence. 
 
BPCL gets green nod for rs. 694 cr LPG project in 
West Bengal 
i. The state owned fuel retailer BPCL has got the 
environment clearance nod for its 694 crore rupees 
LPG project in Haldia Dock Complex in West 
Bengal.  
ii. Based on the recommendations of the expert 
Appraisal Committee (Industry), the environment 
ministry has given environmental clearance and 
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) clearance to the 
BPCL's project in West Bengal. 
iii. This is the project of developing LPG import 
terminal as well as storage, bottling and bulk 
distribution facilities. The proposed project aims to 
boost supply and help achieve the government’s target 
of making LPG available to each household by 2018.  
 
MoU signed between Railways and ISRO 
i. The Railways has signed up an  Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) to develop an application for 
Remote Sensing and Geographic Information System. 
The MoU has been signed on March 17th, 2016 and 
came into force now. 
ii. This MoU will fulfill the requirements of Indian 
Railways in terms of issues and needs related to 
science and technology which include, the 
development of an advance warning system at 
Unmanned Railway Crossings for road users, the 
mapping of Indian Railway assets through Geo- 
spatial technology and to develop paperless 
unreserved ticketing solution based on geo-fencing of 
station area. 
iii. Under this agreement the ISRO will also develop a 
real time train information system by using 
communication satellite services to meet the Indian 
Railway satellite based communication requirements.  
 
Government approves BPCL's Rs. 3000 cr investment 
in Bharat Oman Refineries Ltd 
i. The Union Cabinet chaired by PM Narendra Modi 
has given its approval to state owned Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) to invest Rs. 
3,000 in Bharat Oman Refineries Limited (BORL). 
ii.  As BORL is planning for capacity expansion in 
BORL's refinery in Bina, Madhya Pradesh. 
iii. The investment will enhance the availability of 
petroleum products in the Northern and Central parts 

of the country, industrial development of Madhya 
Pradesh and substantial increase in employment and 
tax earnings in the state. 

Person in News 
Rajiv Gauba - Secretary of Urban Development 
Ministry 
i. Rajiv Gauba took over as Secretary to the 
Government of India in the Ministry of Urban 
Development.  
ii. Gauba has wide-ranging experience in senior 
positions at policy making and programme 
implementation in the Central and State  
iii. Governments and in international organisations. 
Hailing from Punjab, the 1959 born Gauba is a 
physics graduate from Patna University.   
iv. He was Chief Secretary, Jharkhand for 15 months 
before joining the central government today. 
v. Gauba also served in the International Monetary 
Fund representing the Country for four years on the 
Board of IMF. He was Collector and District 
Magistrate for 7 years in the districts of Gaya, 
Nalanda and Muzaffarpur. 
 
Renowned Iraqi-British Architect Zaha Hadid passes 
away 
 
i. Renowned Iraqi-born British architect Zaha Hadid 
passed away due to heart attack. She was 65.  
ii. She was world’s most famous female architect and 
was known for her neofuturistic design which was her 
signature architectural style.  
iii. She was the first female winner of the top Pritzker 
Architecture Prize (2004), also known as the Nobel 
for architecture.  
iv. Zaha Hadid Born on 31st October 1950 in 
Baghdad, Iraq. Hadid first had studied mathematics at 
the American University in Lebanon and later pursued 
architecture at the Architectural Association in 
London in 1972. She had designed the London 
Aquatics Centre, which was used during the 2012 
London Olympics.  
v. She has won many awards like- Pritzker Prize 
(2004), Royal Gold Medal in architecture (2016) by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects. Twice won 
the RIBA Stirling Prize, Britain’s most prestigious 
architecture award in 2010 and 2011. Queen Elizabeth 
II had honoured her with a damehood (knighthood) in 
2012. 
 
Kallol Roy Appointed As The New CMD Of Bhartiya 
Nabhikiya Vidyut Nigam 
i. Bhartiya Nabhikiya Vidyut Nigam Ltd (BHAVINI) 
has appointed the Kallol Roy as its new chairman and 
managing director (CMD).  
ii. Mr. Roy is an expert in nuclear reactor. He has 
assumed the position under the superannuation of P 
Chellapandi.  
iii. According to the official statement Mr. Roy is the 
specialist in the field of total maintenance 
management of reactors. Prior to this appointment, 
Mr. Roy was heading the research reactor 
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maintenance division, reactor group at Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre, Mumbai. 
iv. Currently, BHAVINI is building 500 Mw 
prototype fast breeder reactor (PFBR) at Kalpakkam 
near Chennai.  
v. BHAVINI is a wholly owned by the Union 
Government and is responsible for the construction, 
commissioning and operation of all Stage II fast 
breeder reactors envisaged as part of the country’s 
three stage nuclear power programme. BHAVINI is 
administered by the Department of Atomic Energy 
(DAE). 
 
Ranveer Singh to be Feted as 'Maharashtrian of The 
Year' 
i. Bollywood star Ranveer Singh, who brought alive 
the role of Maratha warrior Peshwa Bajirao II on the 
silver screen through Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s 
“Bajirao Mastani”, will on Friday be feted with the 
‘Maharashtrian Of The Year’ 
 
ii. The 'Lokmat Maharashtrian of The Year' award 
recognises and honours the individuals that have risen 
above the rest, who have positively impacted the state 
and have put Brand Maharashtra on the Indian and 
global radar.  
iii. The jury members to choose the awardee for this 
year included former Union Home Minister Sushil 
Kumar Shinde, Former Union Minister Praful Patel, 
eminent lawyer Ujjwal Nikam, social activist Medha 
Patkar, businessman Harsh Goenka, veteran journalist 
Ayaz Memon, filmmaker Madhur Bhandarkar and 
others. 
 
Renowned Actor Larry Drake Has Passed Away 
 
i. The famous American actor, voice artist and 
comedian Mr. Larry Drake has passed away due to 
cancer. He was 66 year old.  
ii. The actor was best known for his role Benny 
Stulwicz in L.A. Law and the voice of Pops in Johnny 
Bravo. 
iii. He was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He graduated 
from Tulsa Edison High School and the University of 
Oklahoma. The actor died last month after losing his 
battle with a string of health issues and now his 
official cause of death has been revealed. Drake's 
body was found in his Hollywood apartment by a 
friend. 
iv. He appeared in numerous film and television roles, 
including Time Quest, Dark Asylum, Paranoid, Bean, 
Overnight Delivery, The Beast, The Journey of 
August King, Murder in New Hampshire, Dr. Giggles, 
Darkman II, American Pie 2.  
v. The actor has won Prime time Emmy Award for 
Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series.  
 
Former Italy coach Cesare Maldini passes away 
i. Former Italy head coach Cesare Maldini has passed 
away at the age of 84.  

ii. The former AC Milan defender took charge of the 
national team in 1996, replacing Arrigo Sacchi, and 
successfully qualified for the 1998 World Cup.  
iii.Maldini played for Milan from 1954 to 1966 and 
was a star for the club before son Paolo went on to 
become a legend in his own right. He helped the club 
win four Scudetti along with their first European Cup 
in 1963 when they sealed a 2-1 win over Benfica. 
iv. At club level, Maldini won 4 Serie A league titles 
and 1 European Cup with Milan. Internationally, he 
played for the Italian national team, earning 14 caps 
and participating in the 1962 World Cup.  
v. As a coach, he had a successful career in charge of 
the Italian Under-21 side, winning the European 
Under-21 Championship a record three consecutive 
times. 
 
Memorial for Abdul Kalam to be opened at Dilli Haat 
i. Delhi government has passed a proposal to build a 
memorial for late President APJ Abdul Kalam at Dilli 
Haat, south Delhi.  
ii. This memorial will include the notes, books, 
clothes and other personal items of the former 
president, will be opened to the public on July 27 
 Kalam’s death anniversary. 
iii. Government of Delhi had constituted a team to 
safely bring Kalam’s belongings back from 
Rameswaram.  
iv. They were sent to his family members in 
Rameshwaram when the bungalow was allotted to 
Union Tourism and Culture Minister Mahesh Sharma. 
v. Bharat Ratna Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul 
Kalam, generally known as Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, 
was the 11th President of India (2002-07). By 
profession he was a scientist and an administrator in 
India. He worked with Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) and Defense Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) as an aerospace 
engineer before becoming the President of India.  
 
Manish Sharma first Indian to be Executive Officer 
Panasonic Corporation 
i. Japanese electronics giant Panasonic has appointed 
senior executive Manish Sharma to its global 
executive council, inducting an Indian onto the 
coveted decision-making body of the $80-billion 
company for the first time ever.  
ii. Sharma is the first Indian and fourth non-Japanese 
member of the 50-member Council headed by a global 
president. 
iii. Panasonic is not the first Japanese electronics 
company to give a key global role to an Indian.  
iv. In April last year, Sony had also elevated Sunil 
Nayyar, sales head of its Indian business, to lead its 
consumer electronics business in the US, its largest 
market.  
v. Panasonic also appointed Daizo Ito, previously 
president of the Indian business, as managing 
executive officer, Panasonic Corporation. 
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M H P Rao, The Architect Of Madras Atomic Power 
Station Passed Away 
i. The Architect or father of the Madras Atomic Power 
Station (MAPS), Mr. Myneni Hari Prasad Rao has 
passed away in Chennai. He was 88 year old. He is 
survived by three daughters and a son. 
 
ii. Mr. MHP Rao, was born in Edlalanka village near 
Avanigadda.  
iii. He is a retired Director of the Nuclear Power 
Board (now known as NPCIL) of DAE, Mumbai, 
India.  
iv. He has served for many years as a member of 
Southern, Western and Northern Indian Regional 
electricity boards. 
v. In 1984,  he was honoured with the Padma Shri. He 
was also awarded with the Sanjay Gandhi for 
contribution in Science and Technology in 1983. 
 
CP Gurnani appointed as Nasscom chairman 
i. CP Gurnani, Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer, Tech Mahindra, is the new 
Chairman of the National Association of Software and 
Services Companies (Nasscom) for 2016-17 with 
effect from Wednesday. 
ii. He would focus on programmes aimed at making 
India a digital and innovation hub. 
iii. He identified start-ups, cyber security and analytics 
as emerging areas for the Indian IT industry. 
“Nasscom of tomorrow is representative of product 
companies, start-ups, among others and not just 
service providers.’’ 
iv. According to Nasscom projections, IT industry, 
which directly employs 3.9 million professionals, is 
expected to grow at about 14 per cent during the 
present financial year with a likely intake of 2.5 lakh 
new employees. In 2015-16, industry crossed $100 
billion mark in exports. 
v. Referring to ongoing programmes, Nasscom is 
working closely with State governments with regard 
to innovation hubs in various cities including 
Bengaluru, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Kolkata and 
Pune. 
 
 Balaji Arunkumar new KoPT deputy chairman 
i. S Balaji Arunkumar, An IRTS officer of 1997 batch, 
has taken over as deputy chairman of Kolkata Dock 
System under Kolkata Port Trust (KoPT) with effect 
from April 4.  
 
ii. He was senior general manager of Container 
Corporation of India, Chennai, before assuming his 
new charge.  
iii. R P S Kahlon lost his job as chairman of KoPT 
after he was arrested on alleged graft charges on 
March 9 from a hotel in the city.  
iv. He had allegedly received bribe from a private firm 
that handles containers at Kolkata Dock System 
(KDS).  

v. M T Krishna Babu, the chairman of Visakhapatnam 
Port Trust, has taken over as the new chairman of 
KoPT as an additional charge. 
 
Sigurdur Ingi Johannsson named as new PM of 
Iceland 
 
i. Iceland ruling coalition Government has named 
Sigurdur Ingi Johannsson (53) as the new Prime 
Minister after igmundur Gunnlaugsson had stepped 
down . i. Prior to this, he was Agriculture and 
Fisheries Minister (since 2013) and deputy leader of 
the Progressive Party of the Ireland.  
iii. Earlier from May 2013 to December 2014 he also 
had served as Minister for the Environment and 
Natural Resources.  
iv. Sigurdur Ingi Johannsson’s appointment comes 
after Sigmundur Gunnlaugsson had stepped down as 
PM in the wake of the leaked Panama Papers. The 
leaks of Panama Papers from Panama law firm 
Mossack Fonseca, a law firm specialises in setting up 
offshore companies showed Gunnlaugsson owned an 
offshore firm with his wife.  
v. Gunnlaugsson was the first casualty after the 
explosive leaks of confidential documents from 
Panamanian law firm Mossack Fonseca surfaced. The 
leak had disclosed up to 11 million documents 
revealing how the rich and powerful people across the 
world hide their wealth, potentially to evade taxes. 
 
Asia’s 50 Most Powerful Businesswoman List Topped 
By Nita Ambani 
 
i. Reliance Industries director Nita Ambani and State 
Bank of India chairman Arundhati Bhattacharya have 
been ranked top two in Forbes’ “Asia 50 Power 
Businesswomen 2016” list, which acknowledges the 
inroads women are making in the business world, 
despite gender inequalities. 
ii. American magazine Forbes has released 2016 
“Asia’s 50 Power Businesswomen” list featuring 
business women from 14 countries.  
iii. According to list, 6 other Indian business women 
have also been included in the list- at no. 14-Mu 
Sigma CEO Ambiga Dhiraj, 16- Dipali Goenka CEO 
Welspun India, 18- Vinita Gupta CEO Lupin, 22-
Chanda Kochhar ICICI Bank Managing Director, 26-
Vandana Luthra VLCC Health Care Founder, 28- 
Kiran Mazumdar Shaw Biocon Founder. 
 
Hashim Thaci Sworn In As New President Of Kosovo 
 
i. Hashim Thaci , Foreign Minister of Kosovo has 
been sworn in as the President of Kosovo by the 
members of Parliament of the country in the 3rd 
round.  
 
ii. Mr. Thaci succeeded Atifete Jahjaga in the voting 
held in Pristina.  
iii. With this, he becomes fourth President of Kosovo 
after the European country had unilaterally declared 
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independence from Serbia in 2008. Prior getting 
elected as President he was serving as Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister in the Government led 
by Isa Mustafa. 
iv. Thaci born on April 24, 1968 in the Drenica region 
of central Kosovo.  
v. In the early 1990s he was a leader of the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA), which fought a guerrilla war 
against Serbia from 1998-99. 
 
Debraj Pradhan appointed as the next Ambassador of 
India to Norway 
 
i. Debraj Pradhan appointed as the next Ambassador 
of India to Norway. Mr. Debraj Pradhan , Presently 
Ambassador of India to Chile, has been appointed as 
the next Ambassador of India to Norway.   
 
ii. He is expected to take up his assignment shortly.  
iii. From August 1995 to July 1998, he was posted as 
First Secretary and later Counsellor overseeing 
Commercial matters in Embassy of India, Buenos 
Aires.   
iv. He became Deputy High Commissioner of India, 
Lagos from September 1998 to July 2001.  
v. From August 2001 to December 2005 he was 
moved to Embassy of India, The Hague as Counselor 
and then as Minister. 
 

TNCA DIRECTOR - Mr. D. Vasu 
 
i. Tamil Nadu Cricket Association (TNCA) Academy 
has appointed D. Vasu as its new director for a period 
of two years.  
ii. TNCA is the governing body of Cricket activities in 
the Tamil Nadu state of India and the Tamil Nadu 
cricket team.  
iii. It is affiliated with the Board of Control for Cricket 
in India.  
iv. The former Tamil Nadu and South Zone all-
rounder Mr. Vasu will be in charge of coaching at the 
various age-group levels and in the districts.  
v. Earlier, Mr. D.Vasu has been the chairman of the 
selection panel in the TNCA at the various age-group 
levels, from under-13, to under -19 and under -23. 
 
Book Launched By Arvind Kejriwal Co-Authored By 
Imran Hashmi 
 
i. Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has launched 
the book "The Kiss of Life: How a superhero and my 
son defeated cancer" in New Delhi.  
ii. The book is written by Bilal Siddiqi and co 
authored by Emraan Hashmi. 
iii. The book has been published by Penguin Books 
India in three languages.  
iv. The book narrates the story of Emraan’s life when 
his family dealt with the horrific struggle as his six-
year-old son Ayaan battled his way through cancer.  
v. The book is about hope to all cancer patients who 
loses hope, his or her body starts to give up. 

GoJavas Appointed Amitabh Coomar As Its New 
CEO 
 
i. Gojavas, the logistics and supply chain solutions 
company has announced the appointment of Mr. 
Amitabh Coomar as the Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO).  
ii. The appointment of Coomar came after the 
departure of Vijay Ghadge, who was the Chief 
Operating Officer (COO) of the company.  
iii. Ghadge left the company to start his own venture. 
iv. Amitabh Coomar is an MBA from IIM 
Ahmedabad and having impressive track record of 19 
years spread between the Indian Army and ITC 
Limited. 
v. Besides, Coomar, Jai Vohra, an IIT-Kharagpur and 
ISB Hyderabad alumnus will now head the company's 
Strategy and Planning functions. Prior to this 
appointment Vohra was working with tha Jabong.com 
as a Head of marketplace.  
 
 Veteran Journalist Yogendra Bali Is No More 
 
i. The veteran journalist and author Yogendra Bali has 
passed away on Thursday due to a heart attack. He 
was 85 year old.  
ii. Mr. Bali was a member of the general council of 
the Lalit Kala Akademi and a member of its 
committees on Art Education, Publications, the 
Triennele and International Exhibitions. 
iii. In his long and success career, Mr. Bali has served 
The Times of India as its roving correspondent till 
retirement.  
iv. He was also associated with a number of dailies 
and publications like The Tribune, Current Weekly, 
Probe, Sunday Mail, etc.  
v. Mr. Bali has written many books which include The 
Communal Bogey' with foreword by late prime 
minister Jawaharlal Nehru, 'Chandra Shekhar: A 
Political Biography,' 'Pawan Chamling: Daring To Be 
Different,' and 'Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji and Freedom 
Movement of India'. 
 
American country music legend Merle Haggard died 
 
i. American country music legend Merle Haggard died 
of pneumonia at his home in Northern California, the 
day was his 79th birthday. 
ii. Born on 6 April 1937 in California, Haggard along 
with Buck Owens and his band the Strangers is 
credited to define the Bakersfield sound, country 
music with a distinctive twang and lack of 
sophisticated production. 
iii. Haggard wrote songs, sang and played fiddle and 
guitar, usually singing about American pride and 
outlaws. 
iv. He recorded about three dozen number one country 
hits in a musical career that spanned six decades, from 
the 1960s into the 2010s.  
v. His top hits include Mama Tried, The Fugitive, If 
We Make It Through December, Okie from Muskogee 
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and Fightin' Side of Me. Legacy and honors. He 
received numerous awards from the Academy of 
Country Music, Country Music Association, and 
National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences 
(Grammy Awards). 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh's Statue To Be Installed In 
France 
 
i. The statue of Maharaja Ranjit Singh will be 
installed in France's Saint-Tropez town. The town is 
the birth place of Army General Jean-Francois Allard. 
ii. The installation will be held in September this year 
and for the installation ceremony Henri Prevosat-
Allard, Deputy Mayor and in-charge of tourism of 
Saint-Tropez met Punjab Tourism Minister Sohan 
Singh Thandal and invited him to the installation 
ceremony of Singh’s statue in France. 
iii. For the occasion, Henri has also invited Punjab 
chief minister Parkash Singh Badal to Saint-Tropez on 
September 17 when the statues of Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh, General Allard and his wife Bannou Pan Dei 
will be installed.  
iv. In September, the Indian embassy in France will 
hold also an exhibition on the life of the king. 
v. Henri informed the Chief Minister that Gen. Allard 
(French) along with Gen. Ventura (Italian) served in 
the army of Maharaja Ranjit Singh and both made an 
enormous contribution for the modernization of his 
military through their strategic experience and raised 
Fauj-i-khas, the “special” or “royal” brigade. 
 
Tausif Monif Joined Lambda Therapeutic Research 
As Its New President 
 
i. Lambda Therapeutic Research, a Global Clinical 
Research Organization has announced the 
appointment of Tausif Monif as its new President for 
Global Operations.  
ii. Prior to this appointment Mr. Monif was working 
with Sun Pharmaceutical as Vice President in 
Gurgaon and having a rich experience of more than 24 
years in the Clinical Research Industry.  
iii. His joining Lambda will support the company's 
vision of expanding their Global footprints.  
iv. The Lambda Therapeutic Research company 
headquartered in Ahmedabad - India has its presences 
in many countries like Poland (Europe), London 
(UK), USA and Canada.  
v. Presently company is offering an end to end clinical 
research and total drug development solutions to the 
Pharmaceutical companies. 
 
Lamborghini India Appointed Mr. Sharad Agarwal As 
Its New Head 
 
i. Lamborghini India Pvt. Ltd has appointed Sharad 
Agarwal as its country head with immediate effect.  
ii. In Lamborghini he will be taking care of the entire 
activities of oversee sales, marketing, and network 
development of the company.  

iii. Prior to this appointment Mr. Agarwal was 
working with Audi India as the head of corporate sales 
and financial services. Than later on in 2013 he 
worked as Head of Field Forces in 2013.  
iv. Mr. Agarwal is carring of 15 years of experience in 
the automotive industry. He  was also associated with 
Zuari Industries, TVS Motor Company and Mahindra 
First Choice. 
v. Lamborghini India Pvt. Ltd is the arm of the Italian 
based car maker headquartered in Sant'Agata 
Bolognese. The company mainly deal with the luxury 
cars, sports cars and SUVs.  
 
Mother Teresa Conferred With Founders Award 
Posthumously In UK 
 
i. The Nobel Peace Prize awardee Mother Teresa now 
has been conferred with the UK's prestigious 
Founders Award this year.  
 
ii. The award is given to recognize and reward 
exemplary achievements of people within the global 
Asian community. 
iii. The award was received by Agi Bojazhiu, who is 
the only living relative of Mother Teresa. Presently 
Agi is 72 year old and the niece of Mother Teresa.  
iv. The Founders award is to recognize and reward 
exemplary achievement within the global Asian 
community across 14 categories that include business, 
philanthropy, entertainment, culture and sport.  
v. It is the the part of Asian Award. The award was 
launched in 2010 by Paul Sagoo, entrepreneur and 
founder of the Lemon group. Teresa, who died in 
1997 at Kolkata, have spent more than 45 year of her 
life as serving the poor, the sick and the orphaned. She 
will be made a saint on September 4, 2016.  
 
Ukraine Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk To Resign 
 
i. The Ukrainian Prime Minister, Arseniy Yatsenyuk 
announced his resignation two months after he 
survived a no-confidence vote in parliament. Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk, 15th Prime Minister of Ukraine is a 
lawyer and economist. 
ii.  Yatsenyuk's government has been besieged by war, 
corruption and economic struggles. His cabinet 
survived a no-confidence vote in February, but two 
parties left the governing coalition in protest that the 
prime minister wasn't ousted, a move that deprived the 
coalition of a majority in parliament. 
iii. Yatsenyuk was an opposition leader in 2014 when 
massive protests helped drive pro-Russia President 
Viktor Yanukovych from power.  
iv. Yanukovych had been viewed as slowing Ukraine's 
economic march toward the West.  
v. But his resignation sparked an outcry from 
Moscow, and within weeks Russia annexed Crimea. 
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Varanasi Kathak Dancer Breaks World Record 
 
i. A Kathak dancer from Varanasi has broken the 
world record of longest dance performance by 
continuously dancing for 123 hours and 30 minutes. It 
was previously held by Kerala’s Hemlatha. 
ii. Soni Chaurasiya, 31, daughter of a pan vendor, 
broke the record on Saturday at 9.21 pm at Mount 
Litera Zee School, Varanasi.  
iii. With her performance, she broke the previous 
record of Hemlata Kundalu of Trichur, Kerala, who 
performed Mohiniattam (a classical dance) 
continuously for 123 hours and 20 mins. 
iv. Soni began her performance on April 4 at 6 pm on 
a school campus in Varanasi. While no official from 
the Guinness World Records attended the 
performance, two cameras had been installed to record 
Soni’s each move.   
v. Her trainer Rajesh Dogra allowed Soni to take 
hourly breaks lasting five minutes.  The dancer, 
however, decided to take a 20-minute break every four 
hours. 
 
Virat Kohli Named As Brand Ambassador Of Premier 
Futsal Football League 
i. Premier Futsal is the newer and shorter five-a-side 
variant of soccer ( football) named the Virat Kohli as 
its brand ambassador.  
ii. This is the world's first multinational Futsal league 
which is all set to take place across eight Indian cities 
from July 15 to 24, 2016. 
iii. His announcement as brand ambassador follows 
the unveiling of soccer legend Luis Figo as Premier 
Futsal's president last week which marked another 
major coup for the league as it heads into its inaugural 
season. 
iv. The league is governed by the Futsal Association 
of India (FAI) with accreditation from the 
international governing body, Asociacion Mundial de 
Futsal (AMF).  
v. Around 50 international futsalers, from 4 continents 
and 21 countries are expected to participate in the 
game.  
 
Meeran Borwankar Appointed As The New DG Of 
BPR&D By GOI 
i. Maharashtra cadre IPS officer Meeran C Borwankar 
has appointed as the new Director General (DG) of 
Bureau of Police Research and Development 
(BPR&D) till the date of her superannuation in 2017.  
ii. Her appointment made by a cabinet committee and 
order issued by Department of Personnel and 
Training.  
iii. Presently Meeran Borwankar is working with 
Maharastra State Cadre. She has also worked as anti-
terrorism squad (ATS) in Maharastra. 
iv. Bureau of Police Research and Development 
(BPR&D) headquartered in New Delhi is a 
consultancy organisation under the Centre 
for modernization of police forces which was set up 
on 28th of August 1970.  

v. BPR&D has set up with the objective of the 
Government of India for the modernization of police 
forces. It has evolved as a multifaceted, 
consultancy organisation. At present it has 4 divisions 
– Research, Development, Training and Correctional 
Administration.  
 
Woman Biker Veenu Paliwal Died In A Road 
Accident 
i. Former Indian woman biker Veenu Paliwal has died 
in a road accident in Vidisha district, Madhya 
Pradesh. She was 44 year old. 
ii. The accident took place when she was on a national 
wide tour on her Harley Davidson. She was on the 
way to Jaipur from Lucknow. 
iii. At the time of accident she was undertaking the 
trip from Kashmir to Kanyakumari with her fellow 
biker and companion Dipesh Tanwar.  
iv. The two started their journey from Lucknow early 
in the morning on Monday for Bhopal on separate 
Harley Davidson bikes. 
v. She was known for her skills with the motorcycle 
and for driven the Harley Davidson bikes at 180 
kmph. She was planning to make a documentary on 
her nationwide bike journey. Veenu Paliwal had 
recently been named as the Lady of the Harley 2016. 
 
Sushila Karki: First female Chief Justice of Nepal’s 
Supreme Court 
i. The Constitutional Council of Nepal has selected 
Justice Sushila Karki (63) for the post of Chief Justice 
(CJ) of the Supreme Court of the country. With this 
selection she will become 26th chief justice of the 
apex court and the first female CJ in Nepal’s history. 
 
ii. However, her nomination is expected to be 
confirmed by a Parliamentary Hearings Committee 
which endorses the recommendation. She will succeed 
Kalyan Shrestha who retired from the top post. She 
shall have tenure of 1 year and retire in June 2017 
upon reaching the age limit. 
iii. Currently she is seniormost judge in the Supreme 
Court of Nepal. Since 2010, she is member of the 
International Association of Women Judges. She was 
appointed ad-hoc justice (judge) at the Supreme Court 
in January 2009 and as permanent justice on 
November 18, 2010. 
iv. Prior to her appointment as judge of Supreme 
Court in 2009, she had served as a senior advocate. 
She was accorded the title of senior advocate in 2004. 
She also had served as President of the Appelate Court 
Bar Association Biratnagar for a term until 2004. 
 
IGNCA board reconstituted, Ram Bahadur Rai 
appointed as chairman 
 
i.  After Nehru Memorial Society, the Modi 
government reconstituted the management of Indira 
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) 
bringing in veteran Hindi journalist Ram Bahadur Rai 
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as its head in place of Chinmaya Gharekhan, a former 
diplomat. 
ii.  Appointment of Rai, a former news editor of Hindi 
daily Jansatta, as the President of the 20-member 
Board of Trustees of IGNCA, was announced by the 
Culture Ministry. 
iii. IGNCA, considered a Congress legacy, was 
established in 1987 when Rajiv Gandhi was the prime 
minister as a centre for research, academic pursuit and 
dissemination in the field of the arts. Gharekhan was 
appointed during the UPA-I rule. 
iii.The reconstituted trust of IGNCA, an autonomous 
institution under the Ministry of Culture, will be 
functional with immediate effect. Besides Rai, the 
Board comprises 19 other members including classical 
dancers Sonal Mansingh and Padma Subrahmaniam, 
lyricist Prasoon Joshi and artist Vasudeo Kamath. 
 
Flipkart Chief Product Officer Punit Soni Quits 
 
i. Punit Soni, the chief product officer of Flipkart has 
quit his post at the startup a year after joining the 
company, according to three sources familiar with the 
development.  
 
ii. Soni, a former Google executive with expertise in 
mobile technology, was the most high-profile 
recruitment made by the Bengaluru-based company. 
He helped build products such as Ping, a chat 
application on the mobile app, and relaunch its mobile 
website, Flipkart Lite. Along with Soni, his chief of 
staff Niket Des.Soni's recruitment in early 2015 was 
followed by other top hires, including chief 
technology officer Peeyush Ranjan and consumer 
experience head Surojit Chatterjee, both former 
Google executives from Silicon Valley. 
iii. Last year Flipkart and its fashion unit Myntra also 
launched a mobile application, only strategy based, on 
the need to cater to a fast-growing customer segment 
that was transacting on their phones. 
 
Paytm's Vijay Shekhar Sharma to head IAMAI's 
Payments Banks Group 
 
i. Paytm founder Vijay Shekhar Sharma will chair the 
newly formed Payments Banks Group at industry 
body Internet and Mobile Association of India 
(IAMAI). 
ii. Vodafone India business head (M-Pesa) Suresh 
Sethi will be the Vice-Chairman of the Group, At 
present, six out of 10 payments banks' primary 
licenses are IAMAI members. IAMAI has more than 
50 companies representing PPIs, wallets, aggregators, 
business correspondents, PoS Operators, among 
others as members.  
iii. The Reserve Bank of India had granted payment 
licences in August last year, to companies including 
Paytm, Reliance Industries, Bharti Airtel and 
Vodafone. The business potential from serving 
millions of unbanked Indians to further the financial 

inclusion initiative of the government and the Reserve 
Bank had attracted most of the top business houses. 
 
Susmita Pande appointed as chairperson of National 
Monument Authority 
i. Union Government appointed Susmita Pande as the 
new chairperson of the National Monument Authority 
(NMA). She is professor a professor at Ujjain's 
Vikram University. 
ii. She would succeed Himanshu Prabha Ray, the 
professor at Jawaharlal Nehru University whose term 
ended in September 2015. The position was lying 
vacant for five months after his demission from office. 
iii. At the time of appointment, she was the head of 
the School of Studies in Ancient Indian History, 
Culture and Archaeology in Vikram University of 
Madhya Pradesh. 
 
Ukrainian Parliament Appoints Groysman As New 
Prime Minister 
i. Ukraine's parliament approved presidential ally 
Volodymyr Groysman as prime minister on Thursday 
in the biggest political shakeup since a 2014 uprising 
brought in a pro-Western leadership. 
ii. President Petro Poroshenko hopes the appointment 
of the former parliamentary speaker will end months 
of political deadlock that has delayed billions of 
dollars in foreign loans needed to shore up Ukraine's 
war-battered economy. 
iii. But the departure from the cabinet of experienced 
technocrats, including U.S.-born Finance Minister 
Natalia Yaresko, who led strategic talks with Western 
lenders and investors has rattled pro-European 
reformists.  
iv. Some deputies said the new government would 
struggle to get laws approved.  
v. Speaking ahead of the vote, Groysman, 38, said his 
government was committed to tackling Ukraine's 
endemic corruption and strengthening ties with the 
European Union. 
 
Panagarh Airbase Renamed After Former IAF Chief 
Arjan Singh 
i. The Union Government has renamed Panagarh Air 
Force Base of  West Bengal as Air Force Station 
Arjan Singh, to honour the Marshal of the Air Force 
Arjan Singh. It was renamed on the occasion of his 
birthday.  
ii. This can be termed as a rare honour to the nation’s 
oldest soldier Marshal of Air Force Arjan Singh. 
iii. Air Officer Commander-in-Chief of the Eastern 
Air Command, Air Marshal C. Harikumar unveiled 
the rechristening plaque.  
iv. This is first time in India’s defence history, a 
military installations has been named after individuals, 
especially when they are alive.  
v. The decision of rechristening the Air Force Station 
was announced by the Chief of Air Staff Arup Raha 
on 15 April 2016 at a function in New Delhi. 
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PP Pandey Appointed As In-Charge Of Gujarat DGP 
i. PP Pandey, a senior IPS officer has been appointed 
as the in-charge director general of police (DGP) of 
Gujarat.  
ii.  He has succeed Mr. P C Thakur, who was 
transferred to New Delhi.  
iii. Pandey is a DGP rank IPS officer and currently 
posted as the Director of state Anti Corruption 
Bureau.  
iv. The announcement of the appointment of Mr. 
Thakur as the Director General of Civil Defence and 
Home Guards in Delhi made by a circular from the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. He was serving as the 
Gujarat DGP from 2013.  
v. The Appointments Committee of Cabinet headed 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
 
Former Malian Photographer Malick Sidibe Passed 
Away 
i. The award winning Malian photographer, Malick 
Sidibe has passed away recently. He was 80 year old.  
ii. Sidbe was known for his black and white studio 
portraits that captured the lives of young Malians in 
the 1960s and 1970s.  
iii. Sidibe work has been the subject of publications 
and been exhibited throughout Europe and in the 
United States. Critics also said that photos of Mali's 
post-colonial period helped people see the West 
African nation in a new light.  
iv. His works captures the lives of young men and 
women, often showing off a prized possession like a 
watch or a motorbike. 
v. Mr. Sidibe has become the first African winner of 
the Golden Lion for lifetime achievement at the 
Venice Biennale in 2007 and also won a Hasselblad 
Award for photography. Apart from these awards Mr. 
Sidibe has also won an International Center of 
Photography Infinity Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in 2008. 
 
Hero group co-founder Satyanand Munjal passes 
away  
i. The co-founder of Hero Cycles group Satyanand 
Munjal passed away in Ludhiana, Punjab. He was 99.  
ii. He was popularly known as ‘mahatma’ Satyanand 
Munjal for being devoted to several social causes 
related to the Arya Samaj.  
 
Compat sets aside Rs 258-crore fine on Jet Airways, 
IndiGo, SpiceJet 
i. The Competition Appellate Tribunal (Compat) 
stayed penalties totalling Rs 256 crore imposed by 
Competition Commission of India (CCI) on Jet 
Airways, IndiGo and SpiceJet for fuel surcharge 
collusion. 
ii. The competition watchdog had in November last 
year imposed penalties to the tune of Rs 151 crore on 
Jet Airways, Rs 63 crore on IndiGo and Rs 42 crore 
on Spice Jet, finding the airlines guilty of colluding in 
fixing of fuel surcharge for cargo transportation.  

iii. The matter has been sent back to the CCI on 
technical grounds and COMPAT has given the airlines 
one more chance to defend themselves before the final 
order is passed. 
iv. In its order, the CCI had said that conduct of these 
companies undermined economic development of the 
country and was detrimental to consumers' interest.  
v. The CCI had acted in a matter which was filed by 
Express Industry Council of India under the 
Competition Act against Jet Airways, InterGlobe 
Aviation, Spice Jet, Air India and Go Airlines alleging 
anti-competitive agreements. 
 
Panasonic, US-based AES to install energy storage 
project in Haryana 
i. Panasonic India and AES India Private Limited has 
announced an agreement to construct a 10 MW energy 
storage array at Panasonic's Technopark 
manufacturing facility in Jhajjar, Haryana. 
ii. This joint project is the first large-scale battery-
based energy storage project in India. 
iii. The storage will provide daily reliability and back-
up to the manufacturing facility, while demonstrating 
grid stability and renewable integration services in the 
region. 
iv. The project combines Panasonic’s capabilities as 
India’s leading lithium-ion battery supplier with AES 
Energy Storage’s Advancion® platform. 
v. While AES operates 116 MW of energy storage 
projects around the globe, 
 
BCCI appoints Rahul Johri as its CEO 
i. Board of Control for Cricket in India - BCCI today 
appointed Rahul Johri as its Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO).  
ii. Mr. Rahul Johri, was last serving as Discovery 
Networks - Asia Pacific's Executive Vice-President 
and General Manager for South Asia. He will take on 
his new role starting from 1st of June. 
iii. The creation of the post of the CEO was a change 
recommended by the three-member Lodha panel in its 
report in January this year. iv. The panel had stressed 
the need for the BCCI to separate its governance and 
management duties, with the CEO taking charge of 
the management side. 
v. Commenting on the appointment, BCCI President 
Shashank Manohar, said, Mr. Johri's vision, guidance 
and support will contribute towards the successful 
working of the BCCI. Meanwhile, BCCI secretary 
Anurag Thakur also said, Mr. Johri's appointment 
would help strengthen the working of the board. 
 
Barack Obama nominates Indian-American Geeta Pasi 
as US envoy to ChadUS President 
i. Barack Obama has nominated Indian-American 
Geeta Pasi as the country’s next envoy to central 
African nation Chad. 
ii. Ms. Pasi, who served as the United States 
Ambassador to Djibouti from 2011 to 2014, is a career 
member of the Foreign Service.  
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iii. She is at present the Director of the Office of 
Career Development and Assignments in the Bureau 
of Human Resources at the Department of State. 
iv. She had joined the US Foreign Service in 1988. 
Since then she has served at various posts in 
Cameroon, Ghana, India and Romania. 
v. Announcement for Pasi's nomination as the next US 
envoy to the central African nation of Chad came 
along with several other appointments to key 
administration post. 
 
William Bill Campbell, Silicon Valley Coach And 
Mentor Has Passed Away 
i. The Silicon Valley coach and mentor William Bill 
Campbell has passed away. He was 75 year old and 
was suffering from cancer.  
ii. He was a legendary mentor to some of Silicon 
Valley’s most important entrepreneurs and executives 
including Steve Jobs and Larry Page. 
iii. Mr. William, who had served as President, Chief 
Executive and Chairman of Financial software maker 
Intuit better known for his advising and tech leader 
quality. That activity earned him the nickname, “The 
Coach.”  
iv. The list of executives who worked with Campbell 
includes former EBay CEO John Donahoe, ex-Twitter 
CEO Dick Costolo, Google parent Alphabet Executive 
Chairman Eric Schmidt and many of the tech world's 
leading venture capitalists. 
v. Mr. William initially joined the Columbia 
University in 1974 as a football head coach. Than 
after that he had joined The Apple company in 1983 
as a marketing executive and was appointed to the 
Apple board in 1997. Than later he joined Intuit and 
served it until January 2016 as its chairman. 
 
Renowned Hollywood Actress Doris Roberts Has 
Passed Away  
i. The five time Emmy award winning actress Doris 
Roberts has passed away. She was 90 year old.  
ii. She was renowned for playing meddling mother 
Marie Barone in US sitcom Everybody Loves 
Raymond. 
iii. Doris was born on 4th November 1925 in St. 
Louis, and grew up in New York, Us. She picked up 
her first Emmy in 1983 for a guest appearance on “St. 
Elsewhere“, making for a total of five wins overall. 
iv. She was nominated for 11 Emmy awards including 
7 for playing Marie Barone in Raymond, winning 4 
for her work for that series from 1996 to 2005.  
v. In May 2005, Roberts received an honorary 
doctorate of fine arts from the University of South 
Carolina. She was awarded the Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor on May 7, 2011. She was awarded a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame in February 2003. 
 
Communist Laos appoints new President, Prime 
Minister 
i. The National Assembly of Laos elected the chief of 
the ruling Communist Party, Bounnhang Vorachit, as 
president in a transition of power necessitated by the 

completion of the maximum permissible 10 years in 
office by outgoing president Choummaly Sayasone. 
ii. Foreign minister Thongloun Sisoulith was elected 
prime minister.  
iii. Phankham Viphavanh was appointed vice 
president, along with three deputy prime ministers: 
Bounthong Chitmany, Sonexay Siphandone and 
Somdy Douangdy.  
iv. All were elected with two-thirds majorities by the 
National Assembly to serve a five-year term in office.  
v. Landlocked Laos has been exclusively ruled by the 
Communist Party since the end of the Vietnam War in 
1973 and mirrors the communist government in 
Vietnam.  
 
Zee Media Corp Group CEO Bhaskar Das quits 
i. Zee Media Corporation today said its Group CEO - 
News Cluster Bhaskar Das has quit following his 
transfer to another Essel Group entity.  
ii. Bhaskar Das, Group CEO - News Cluster of the 
company has been transferred to another entity 
forming part of Essel Group. 
iii. He resigned as Chief Executive Officer of the 
company with effect from April 20, 2016.  
iv. Das, who was president of media group Bennett, 
Coleman and Co. Ltd (BCCL), had joined Subhash 
Chandra-led Essel Group as chief executive officer 
(CEO) in 2012. He was given the responsibility of 
driving the group's news business, including the 
digital properties.  
v. Zee Media Corporation is one of the largest news 
networks in the country with 10 news channels in six 
different languages, Mumbai edition of DNA 
newspaper and digital properties like zeenews.Com 
and dnaindia.Com. 
 
Centre appoints Rubber Board chief 
i. Senior IAS officer A Ajith Kumar appointed as 
Kerala-based Rubber Board's chairman, a post lying 
vacant for over a year and a half.  
ii. The appointment comes less than a month ahead of 
Assembly polls due in the southern state on May 16. 
iii. The Appointments Committee of Cabinet has 
approved the appointment of Kumar,a 1994 batch IAS 
officer of Kerala cadre, to the post of chairman, 
Rubber Board, Kottayam, an order issued by 
Department of personnel and Training.  
iv. He has been appointed for a period up to May 31, 
2018, which is the date of his superannuation. 
v. The post has been lying vacant since August 2014.  
 
Goa Appoints Justice P.K. Mishra As Lokayukta 
i. Retired Justice P K Mishra would be most probably 
the Lokayukta for Goa.Goa government has 
recommended his name to Governor Mridula Sinha. 
ii. According to the Chief Minister of Goa that in 
Lokayukta Act, the Governor is the final authority to 
appoint the Lokayukta on the advice tendered by the 
Chief Minister, in consultation with the Chief Justice 
of Bombay High Court and the Leader of the 
Opposition.  
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iii. In October 2013, the first Goa Lokayukta, Justice 
(retd) B Sudarshan Reddy, had quit from his post 
citing personal reasons. He had assumed charge in 
March 2013.    
iv. His resignation left investigations of 21 cases, 
including the crucial illegal mining scam and the 
recruitment's in government department, pending 
before the ombudsman in the State. 
v. Since then, government was dilly dallying over the 
appointment of his successor, claiming that no retired 
judge was available. And Justice Mishra, former chief 
justice of Patna high court, has served the state as the 
chairman of Goa Human Rights Commission.  
 
Comedian Victoria Wood Has Passed Away 
i. Comedian, singer and writer Victoria Wood has 
died after “a short but brave” battle with cancer aged 
62.  
ii. The comedian found fame in the 1980s and was 
best known for her BBC sketch Acorn Antiques and 
comedy Dinnerladies.  
iii. She won five Baftas including two for her one-off 
ITV drama Housewife 49. 
iv. She established herself as a comedy star with her 
hit show Victoria Wood As Seen On TV and went on 
to create the popular BBC comedies Acorn Antiques 
and Dinnerladies, featuring her long-time collaborator 
Julie Walters. 
v. The pair became friends in the 1970s and first 
worked together in 1981 on the comedy sketch show 
Wood and Walters. Wood appeared on BBC One’s 
That’s Life! in 1976, which brought her into millions 
of homes on a frequent basis. 
 
Harriet Tubman To Be First African-American On US 
Currency 
i. Anti-slavery crusader Harriet Tubman will become 
the first African-American on the face of US paper 
currency. 
ii. She also became the first woman in more than a 
century, when she replaces former President Andrew 
Jackson on the $20 bill. 
iii. The US Treasury Department said that Tubman, 
who was born into slavery in the early 1820s and went 
on to help hundreds of slaves escape, would take the 
centre spot on the bill, while Jackson, a slave owner, 
would move to the back. 
 
Renowned Music Legend Prince Has Passed Away 
i. The American music superstar Prince Rogers 
Nelson has passed away. He was 57 year old.  
ii. The pop star was found dead at his home in 
suburban Minneapolis. He was born on 7 June 1958, 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. His father was a pianist 
and songwriter and his mother was a jazz singer. 
iii. He won seven Grammy Awards, a Golden Globe 
and earned 30 nominations. He also won an Oscar for 
the song score "Purple Rain". 
 
Salman Khan named as Indian contingent’s Goodwill 
Ambassador for 2016 Rio Olympics  

i. Bollywood actor Salman Khan was named as the 
goodwill ambassador of the Indian contingent for the 
upcoming Olympics to be held in August 2016 in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. 
ii. This is the first time when a Bollywood superstar 
has been chosen as a goodwill ambassador for the 
Indian contingent at the Olympics.  
iii. He was chosen by the Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) from a list of two to three candidates which 
also included Shah Rukh Khan and veteran actor 
Amitabh Bachchan.  
iv. IOA has chosen Salman Khan as he is considered 
to be more connected with the youth and 
sportspersons and also is considered as a youth icon 
for bodybuilding fans across the country. 
 
Former Finance Minister Clement Mouamba 
appointed as Prime Minister of Congo 
i. Mouamba Clement, the former Congolese Finance 
Minister, was on 24 April 2016 appointed as the 
Prime Minister of Congo.  
ii. He was appointed to the post by Congo's President 
Denis Sassou Nguesso. 
iii. Clement will be responsible for forming a 
government in consultation with the president in 
accordance with the 25 October 2015 constitution. His 
major task after being appointed as Prime Minister 
would be to help in creating jobs for the youth, a 
majority of whom are struggling with under 
unemployment. This task will be linked with 
diversifying the country’s economy to achieve the 
President Denis Sassou Nguesso’s ambition of 
making Congo an emerging country by 2025. 
 
JKLF founder Amanullah Khan dead at 82 
i. Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) 
founder Amanullah Khan passed away at a 
Rawalpindi hospital. He was 82. 
ii. Khan, the father-in-law of Kashmir’s regional party 
People’s Conference president Sajad Gani Lone was 
suffering from a chronic lung disease. 
iii. The deceased leader, who was born in the Astore 
area of Gilgit on August 24, 1934, was also the co-
founder of the Kashmir Independent Committee in 
1963. He was elected secretary general of the JK 
Plebiscite Front (PF) in 1965 and co-founded the JK 
National Liberation Front (NLF) with Maqbool Bhat. 
 
IIT scholar K Ashok Kumar wins international award 
on plant nutrition 
i. Mr. K Ashok Kumar, a research scholar from IIT 
Kharagpur (KGP) has won the prestigious 
International Plant Nutrition Scholar Award.  
ii. The award is awarded by the US-based 
International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI) and 
carries a cash prize of USD 2,000 and a recognition 
certificate.  
iii. Mr. Kumar is the research scholar at the 
department of agricultural and food engineering, in 
IIT Kharagpur. Presently he is pursuing his PhD on 
'Comparative Assessment of Direct and Residual 
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Effects of Organic and Inorganic Nutrient 
Management on Rice-Chickpea Production System in 
Lateritic Soil. 
 
Kerala cartoonist V T Thomas passed away 
i. Kerala cartoonist V T Thomas, popularly known as 
Toms has passed away, following a brief illness at in 
Kottayam, Kerela. He was 86.  
ii. Toms created the legendary cartoon characters 
Boban and Molly (Bobanum Moliyum). He was born 
in 1929 in Kuttanad in Alappuzha district and initially 
served the British Army.  
iii. Apart from Bobanum Moliyum, the characters 
which weaved magic in Toms' creative world were the 
of the kids lawyer Pothen, the flirty Appy Hippy, the 
nincompoop panchayat president Ittunnan (chettan) 
and so on. 
Sangey re-elected PM of Tibetan govt-in-exile 
i. The Tibetan government-in-exile today re-elected 
Lobsang Sangey as the Prime Minister for a second 
consecutive term.  
ii. 48-year-old Sangey defeated his only rival - 
Speaker of the Tibetan Parliament Pempa Tsering by 
9,012 votes. 
iii. According to the Chief Election Commissioner of 
the Tibetan government-in-exile Sonam Chhopel, the 
names of all the 45 elected members of the Tibetan 
Parliament-in-Exile have also been declared.  
 
Nandu Natekar became first non-cricketer to become a 
member of CCI's Legend Club 
i. Badminton ace Nandu Natekar in April 2016 
became the first non-Cricketer to be inducted into the 
Legends Club founded by the late Cricket Club of 
India (CCI) president Raj Singh Dungarpur. 
ii. Natekar was inducted into the club along with 1983 
World Cup-winning captain Kapil Dev, who became 
the sixth cricketer to be inducted in the club. 
iii. The two, Nandu and Kapil were inducted into the 
Club’s legend group after consultation with the 
Cricket Club of India (CCI) president, Kekoo 
Nicholson. 
 
S K Bhagat appointed DG- Railway Protection Force 
i. Senior IPS officer of Uttarakhand cadre Surender 
Kumar Bhagat has been appointed as the Director 
General (DG) of Railways Protection Force (RPF). 
ii. He is presently working as Special Director General 
in Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) at Western 
Sector, Jammu & Kashmir. 
iii. He will serve the Railway Protection Force till the 
date of his retirement check that is on 30 June 2017. 

Financial 
 
India expects $500M AIIB loan for solar power 
projects in 2016 
 
i. India is hopeful of receiving the first loan issued by 
the newly formed Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) in the second half of the year.  

ii. The country is looking for funds on lower interest 
rates for its ambitious solar power project that intends 
to scale the capacity to 100 gigawatts by 2022. 
iii. The loan amount is expected to be approximately 
$500 million.  
iv. The AIIB, headquartered in Beijing, without 
specifically commenting on Indian loan, reiterated its 
president Jin Liqun statement that the lender bank was 
developing a project pipeline in a number of countries. 
v. India needs $100 billion for its ambitious solar 
power projects over next six to seven years. The 
country hopes to increase its solar power capacity 100 
gigawatts, roughly 17 times higher than the existing 
5,800 megawatts capacity.  
 
Nifty Launches New Index For Mid And Small Cap 
Stocks 
i. The National Stock Exchange (NSE) has launched a 
new index Nifty MidSmallcap 400.  
 
ii. It will represent the mid and small market 
capitalization segments of the stock market.  
iii. The new index will comprise of 400 companies 
which are the constituents of Nifty Midcap 150 and 
Nifty Smallcap 250 indices. 
iv. Mukesh Agarwal, CEO of IISL said that initially 
IISL will publish value of the Nifty MidSmallcap 400 
at end of the day and subsequently disseminate online 
along with existing indices.  
v. The new index will be added to the exchange’s 
family of broad market indices. 
 
Germany’s Development Bank KfW to provide loan 
assistance to metro system for Nagpur  
 
i. Germany’s Development Bank KfW will provide 
loan assistance of 3750 crore rupees for the modern 
and sustainable metro system for Nagpur city.  
ii. In this regard, a loan agreement was signed by Joint 
Secretary in Department of Economic Affairs S 
Selvaraj and Director General of KfW Roland Siller in 
New Delhi.  
iii. The loan period is 20 years with a moratorium of 5 
years and disbursal will be based on the progress of 
the project over three years.  
iv. With this Nagpur metro project becomes first 
metro to be financed under the Indo-German 
partnership for clean, socially inclusive and climate 
friendly mobility for people in cities.  
v. The project is being executed by Nagpur Metro Rail 
Corporation Limited and its total costing is of 8,680 
crore rupees. 
 
India Ranked 6th In Top 10 Largest Manufacturers 
List : UN Report 
i. According to a United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation (UNIDO) report, India 
ranked sixth among the world's top 10 manufacturing 
countries. Previously, India held the ninth position. 
ii. The Yearbook, published by the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), found 
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that in India, the Manufacturing Value Added (MVA) 
grew by 7.6% in 2015 compared to the previous year. 
iii. It also said that the quarterly index of industrial 
production (IIP) shows 1% growth of manufacturing 
output in the fourth quarter of 2015 compared to the 
same period of the previous year. 
iv. China topped the list as the world's top 
manufacturing country. The U.S., Japan, Germany and 
Korea followed China. Indonesia positioned 10th on 
the list.  
v. The world's global growth rate of manufacturing 
production had reduced to 2.8 percent last year. As per 
PTI, this slowdown could be due to reduced 
manufacturing growth rates recorded by major 
developing and emerging economies.  
 
First Bi-monthly Monetary Policy Statement, 2016-17 
i. Reserve Bank of India (RBI) today cuts the Repo 
rate under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) by 
25 basis points to 6.5% in its first bi-monthly 
monetary policy review for the 2016-17 fiscal and 
kept the Cash Reserve Rate (CRR) unchanged.  
 
ii. Repo Rate is the rate at which banks borrow from 
the central bank. One basis point is one hundredth of a 
percentage point. The repo rate now stands at 6.5%, 
the lowest it has been since March 2011. With this, 
Home, auto and other loans are set to become cheaper. 
iii. However, the RBI cut the reverse repo, or the rate 
at which banks park excess funds with the central 
bank, to 6%, narrowing the policy corridor between 
the repo and reverse repo by 50 bps, bringing the 
marginal standing facility (MSF) rate to 7.0%.  
iv. But the CRR has been kept unchanged at 4.0 per 
cent of net demand and time liabilities (NDTL).  
v. Stating the inflation objectives to be closer to 
reality and price-rise will hover around the 5 per cent 
mark during current fiscal, Rajan reaffirmed that the 
monetary policy will continue to remain 
accommodative to address the growth concerns. And 
The RBI, projected the GDP growth around 7.6% for 
FY 2017.  
 
Banks adopt new rate formula 
 
i. Consumer loans became cheaper with banks moving 
to a new way of setting lending rates following RBI’s 
diktat to ensure faster and effective transmission of its 
policy rate cuts to borrowers. 
ii. A number of banks, including ICICI, Bank of India, 
IDBI today joined their peers like SBI, HDFC Bank 
and Axis Bank to make a shift to lending rates based 
on marginal cost of funds. 
iii. Other banks that have adopted new methodology 
for calculating lending rates include Kotak Mahindra 
Bank, Yes Bank and Oriental Bank of Commerce. 
iv. Banking major SBI, HDFC Bank, Axis Bank, 
among others would move to new methodology for 
setting lending rates from April 1. 
v. RBI had asked banks to price fixed rate loans of up 
to three years based on marginal cost of funds from 

April 1. The lending rate based on marginal cost of 
funds is lower than base rate in some cases resulting 
in lower EMIs for borrowers. Most of the banks were 
deciding lending rates based on their average cost of 
funds. 
 
Those earning Rs 50 lakh a year must declare assets 
 
i. The government has issued a new set of income tax 
return (ITR) forms that require people with an income 
of Rs 50 lakh and above per annum to disclose their 
assets. 
ii. The new forms are for assessment year 2016-17. 
iii. The finance ministry published a gazette order in 
this regard and taxpayers can file their their ITRs till 
the stipulated deadline of July 31. 
iv. The income tax (I-T) department has introduced 
fresh reporting columns in the new forms (ITR-2 and 
2A) called ‘Asset and liability at the end of the year’, 
which is applicable in cases where the total income 
exceeds Rs 50 lakh. 
v. Individuals and entities in this income bracket will 
have to mention the total cost of such assets. 
Immovable assets like land and buildings have to be 
declared as also movable assets like cash in hand, 
jewellery, bullion, vehicles, etc 
 
India signs $100 million draft export pact with IDB 
 
i. India has signed a memorandum of understanding 
with the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) for a 
possible $100 million line of credit to simplify exports 
to IDB’s member countries. 
ii. The memorandum of understanding (MoU) was 
signed between the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) 
CEO Khaled Al-Aboodi,  and the Export-Import Bank 
of India (EXIM Bank) Tarun Sharma, regional head 
on behalf the EXIM Bank.  
iii. This MoU will also be achieved through the 
exchange of information on trade-related matters and 
the identification of business opportunities for Indian 
companies to pursue in ICD’s member countries 
iv. The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) is a 
multilateral development financing institution located 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.  
v. It was founded in 1973 by the Finance Ministers at 
the first Organisation of the Islamic Conference (now 
called the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation) with 
the support of the king of Saudi Arabia at the time 
(Faisal), and began its activities on 20 October 1975.  
 
CCEA Approved Andrew Yule Proposal To Convert 
Bank of Baroda's Loan Into Equity 
 
i. The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA) cleared conversion of Working Capital Term 
Loan (WCTL) of Bank of Baroda's (BoB) 29.91 crore 
rupees loan to Andrew Yule & Co. Ltd. (AYCL) into 
equity shares.  
ii. This approval was granted during the CCEA meet 
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
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iii. Price of equity shares will be based on market 
price determined as per Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) Guidelines on the date of 
acquiring of shares by Bank of Baroda with face value 
of 2 rupees per share.  
iv. This conversion of WCTL will pave the way for 
disinvestment of the Kolkata-based PSU in the next 
three months. The conversion of loan to equity would 
help bring down the cost of servicing of debt by 2.86 
crore rupees per annum, resulting in improved 
profitability and liquidity of Andrew Yule in coming 
years.  
 
v. This will provide an opportunity to finance working 
capital needs of existing and new businesses. It will 
also result in improved Debt Equity ratio for AYCL 
and will enhance the strength of its balance sheet. 
 
India Tops Credit Suisse Emerging Consumers 
Scorecard 2016 
 
i.  Indian consumers remain most optimistic, among 
nine nations surveyed by Credit Suisse, about their 
current and future finances and relatively lower 
inflation expectations. 
 
 ii. According to Credit Suisse Emerging Consumer 
Scorecard 2016, India topped the chart, while China 
and Saudi Arabia shared the second position.  
iii. In 2015 scorecard also India was at the top 
position. 
iv. The survey covered nine countries - Brazil, China, 
India, Indonesia, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South 
Africa and Turkey.  
v. According to the survey average Indian 
respondent's income has increased compared with a 
decline for the emerging markets average, although 
income expectations going forward have moderated. 
 
Federal Bank–Phillip Capital Tie-Up Announced At 
Singapore 
 
i. Federal Bank, the Indian Banking major in the 
private sector, entered into a strategic partnership with 
Phillip Capital (India) Pvt. Ltd, a subsidiary of the 
Singapore headquartered Phillip Capital group, for 
managing NRI Portfolio Investment Scheme (PIS).  
ii. Mr. Shyam Srinivasan, MD & CEO, Federal Bank 
and Mr. Lim Hua Min, Chairman of Phillip Capital 
Group, Singapore exchanged the MoU announcing the 
tie-up.  
iii. PIS is a route designated by the Reserve Bank of 
India  for Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) and Persons of 
Indian Origin (PIOs) to invest in Indian Equity 
Markets for purchase of shares and convertible 
debentures listed on registered stock exchanges in 
India.  
iv. Phillip Capital is an integrated financial house with 
a global presence that offers a full range of quality and 
innovative services to retail, corporate and 
institutional customers. 

v. The tie-up with its Indian subsidiary will thus be a 
significant value-add to the NRI clientele of Federal 
Bank, particularly those in the non-GCC countries, 
who can now avail PIS using the wide global network 
of Phillip Capital and their experience and expertise in 
providing consistent and world-class customer 
service. 
 
India To Notch Up To 7.5 % Growth In 2016–17 : 
IMF 
i. International Monetary Fund (IMF) has declared the 
India's growth is projected to notch up to 7.5% in 
2016-17.   
 
ii. And as per IMF prediction India will overtake the 
China's GDP by more than 1%.  
iii. These growth in India is driven by private 
consumption as well as by increased industrial 
activity. 
iv. In recent World Economic Outlook report IMF 
said that they are retaining India's last October 
forecast because recovery of private investment is 
expected to further strengthen growth.  
 
v. The WEO report also stated that monetary 
conditions remain consistent with achieving the 
inflation target of 5 per cent in the first half of 2017, 
although an unfavorable monsoon and an expected 
public sector wage increase pose upside risks. It also 
made a way for Fiscal consolidation to continue 
underpinned by revenue reforms and further 
reductions in subsidies.  
 
Campus Wallet For Students Launched By Federal 
Bank  
 
i. Federal Bank has tied up with Chillar Payment 
Solutions Pvt. Ltd. to promote the start-up’s 
technology product 'Campus Wallet' 
 
ii. This is a student Identity Card integrated with 
banking technology and the Chillar Payment Solutions 
Pvt. Ltd. is a technology driven startup company. 
iii. The Campus Wallet is a futuristic ID card that 
facilitates students to make petty payments within 
their school/college campus without opening a bank 
account with an aim to streamlining and easing the 
administrative tasks.  
iv. These cards can be used through debit/credit or net 
banking by using Federal Bank's payment gateway.  
v. These cards can prevail the students from over 
spending because students can use these campus 
wallet only in their respective campus. Apart from this 
the usage report and alert message will be send to 
their parents with the specific usage details. 
 
Nauru becomes 189th member of IMF, World Bank 
i. Tiny South Pacific island nation Nauru has become 
the 189th member of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank i.e. Bretton-Woods 
institutions. 
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ii. Nauru applied for membership in the Washington-
based IMF and World Bank in April 2014, after 
joining the United Nations in 1996 as the world’s 
smallest independent republic. 
iii. The World Bank, which helps developing 
countries to spur growth and fight poverty, welcomed 
Nauru as its smallest member by land mass, at 21 
square kilometers. 
iv. By joining the World Bank, Nauru gains access to 
financial support, technical support and special 
expertise in dealing with Pacific area issues, such as 
water and sanitation and disaster risk management 
amid the threat of climate change and rising sea 
levels. 
India was world's largest remittance recipient in 2015  
i. India remained the world’s largest recipient of 
remittances from abroad in 2015, despite a $1 billion 
drop from the previous year, the first such decline 
since 2009.  
ii. According to world bank report India retained its 
top spot in 2015, attracting about $69 billion in 
remittances, down from $70 billion in 2014, the 
World Bank said in its annual report ‘Migration and 
Development Brief’. Other large remittance recipients 
in 2015 were China ($64 billion), the Philippines ($28 
billion), Mexico ($25 billion) and Nigeria ($21 
billion). 
iii. According to the report, the growth of remittances 
in 2015 slowed from eight per cent in 2014 to 2.5 per 
cent for Bangladesh, from 16.7 per cent to 12.8 per 
cent for Pakistan, and from 9.6 per cent to 0.5 per cent 
for Sri Lanka.  
 
World Bank and AIIB Sign First Co-Financing 
Framework Agreement 
i. World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim and 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank President Jin 
Liqun signed the first co-financing framework 
agreement between the two institutions. 
ii. Some 1.2 billion people in the world lack access to 
electricity and 2.4 billion people don't have access to 
basic sanitation services. The World Bank Group 
invested $18.8 billion in infrastructure in the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2015. The institution will 
leverage even more private finance through new 
partnerships, such as the Global, Infrastructure 
Facility, and the growing portfolios of the 
International Finance Corporation and the Multilateral 
Investment Guarantee Agency. 
iii. The agreement outlines the co-financing 
parameters of World Bank-AIIB investment projects, 
and paves the way for the two institutions to jointly 
develop projects this year. In 2016, the AIIB expects 
to approve about $1.2 billion in financing, with World 
Bank joint projects anticipated to account for a 
sizeable share.  Under the agreement, the World Bank 
will prepare and supervise the co-financed projects in 
accordance with its policies and procedures in areas 
like procurement, environment and social safeguards. 
 

India, US To Collaborate On Tackling Offshore Tax 
Evasion 
i. India and the US have agreed to enhance 
collaboration on tackling offshore tax evasion and 
increase cooperation in sharing of cross-border tax 
information. 
ii. Mr Jaitley and Mr Lew were joined by other senior 
officials from both sides including Federal Reserve 
Chair Janet Yellen and Reserve Bank of India 
Governor Raghuram Rajan.  
iii. During the meeting, Mr Lew is believed to have 
appreciated Mr Jaitley’s effort to successfully resolve 
more than half of the concerns related to tax disputes. 
iv. Noting the progress in sharing of financial 
information between the two countries under the Inter-
Governmental Agreement pursuant to Foreign 
Account Tax Compliance Act (FATCA), the 
statement said India and the US will continue to 
engage in discussions on full reciprocal arrangement 
on FATCA. 
v. The US-India Financial Regulatory Dialogue has 
brought together the financial regulators on both sides 
to discuss a range of issues pertinent to their financial 
sectors and to financial stability. 
 
BRICS Bank Disburses $250 Million Loan For 
Renewable Energy Project To Canara Bank 
i. The New Development Bank (NDB), commonly 
known as BRICS bank, has sanctioned its first batch 
of loans, including $250 million to India’s renewable 
energy projects.  
ii. The NDB approved four green renewable energy 
projects from India, China, Brazil and South Africa 
entailing financing of $811 million. 
iii. The project from India entails provisioning of 
multi-tranche loan of $250 million to Canara Bank for 
onlending to renewable energy projects.  
iv. The project would result in generation of 500 MW 
of renewal energy and savings of about 800,000 tonne 
of carbon emissions. 
v. Meanwhile, on the sidelines of IMF-World Bank 
spring meeting in Washington, finance minister Arun 
Jaitley chaired the BRICS FMs and central bank 
governors. The BRICS countries deliberated on 
efficacy of establishment of New Development Bank 
Institute and BRICS rating agency. It was decided that 
a technical working group would examine the issues 
in detail and present their findings to the BRICS 
finance ministers and central bank governors in their 
next meeting. 
 
Banks To Share All Transaction Details In Standard 
Format 
i. From now onward all the Banks have to share the 
transaction details in a standard format. Because the 
revenue intelligence and central security agencies are 
looking seriously into money laundering and financial 
fraud cases.  
ii. The banks were providing data in various file 
formats making it difficult for the agencies to process 
and analyse the information.  
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iii. The processing of multi-format data also results in 
wastage of manpower and time. 
iv. To recover with this issue a meeting was called by 
the Central Economic Intelligence Bureau and a 
commonly acceptable format was designed. During a 
recent meeting of the "working group on intelligence 
apparatus" headed by Revenue Secretary Hasmukh 
Adhia and attended by officials of intelligence and 
investigating agencies, a representative of RBI 
informed that Indian Banks Association (IBA) has 
indicated that banks will furnish information in 
respect of transactions like National Electronic Fund 
Transfer, Internet banking and intra bank transfer in 
the new format, the sources said.  
v. It makes a task easier for forensic analysis and will 
be both time and cost effective. Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) also emphasised that the details of 
cheque transaction should also be provided by the 
banks in the prescribed format, the sources said. A 
number of cases relating to bank frauds worth crore of 
rupees which are being probed by the central and state 
law enforcement agencies. Banks have reported 
11,997 fraud cases during April and December last 
year. 
 
FSS to provide UPI solution for 6 banks 
i. Financial Software & Systems Pvt. Ltd. (FSS), a 
Chennai-based payments technology and transaction 
processing company, has inked agreements with six 
banks to provide UPI (Unified Payment Interface) 
solution across the country on a hosted platform. 
ii. UPI facilitates easy and seamless person-to-person 
(P2P) and person-to-merchant (P2M) transactions for 
end-customers.  
iii. Suresh Rajagopalan, President (Software 
Products), FSS, said UPI supported all transactions.  
iv. Typically, it will see FSS develop custom-built 
UPI app for each bank.  
v. A bank customer can download this app in his/her 
mobile devise, register the account number and take a 
virtual address. 
 
India's Ad Growth Rate To Be The Fastest In 2016 : 
Report 
i. According to agency Carat, India's 2016 advertising 
growth rate will be the fastest at 12%, which is ahead 
of global average of 4.5%.  
ii. The agency Carat is the part of the Dentsu Aegis 
Network. It urge the marketers of India to promote 
their goods and services, that is expected to propel the 
country’s advertising growth rate by a significant 
margin in 2016. 
iii. It has also better India’s performance last year, 
when the advertising growth rate was 11%.  
iv. The report release by the agency says that India's 
ad growth rate will also be ahead of most other 
markets including the US (4.7 per cent), the UK (6.2 
per cent), Russia (0.2 per cent), China (5.8 per cent), 
Japan (1.8 per cent), and Brazil (6.8 per cent). 
v. The report also mentioned that the the size of 
advertising market in India is very small. It is around 

50,000 crore only, which is very lower in terms of 
global. So, while a higher rate of growth is in part due 
to a small base, the agency stated that advisers in India 
are spending more on brand promotions as they seek 
to induce top recall in a competitive market.  
 
Inflation negative for 17th month; at —0.85% in 
March 
i. Continuing the deflationary trend for 17th month, 
WPI inflation was at (—)0.85 per cent in March but 
may inch up gradually in the coming months on 
growing pressure on food and vegetable prices.  
ii. Wholesale Price Index-based inflation rate in 
March was marginally higher at (—)0.91 per cent in 
February.  
iii. In March last year, it was (—)2.33%. 
iv. This is the 17th straight month since November 
2014 when deflationary pressure persisted. Food 
inflation stood at 3.73 per cent in March compared 
with 3.35 per cent in February, showed official data. 
Inflation rate for vegetables came in at (—)2.26 per 
cent in March, while for cereals and pulses it was at 
2.47 per cent and 34.45 per cent respectively. 
v. India Ratings said that although prices of oil and 
manufactured items are expected to remain benign and 
keep the pressure on WPI inflation low, the same 
cannot be said about food inflation over the next few 
months despite the prediction of an above than normal 
monsoon. 
 
RBL becomes first private sector bank to open 
dedicated branch for startups 
i. The RBL Bank (formerly Ratnakar Bank) became 
the first private sector bank in India to open dedicated 
branch for startups.   
ii. The dedicated branch was inaugurated at 
Koramangala, Bengaluru by Nandan Nilekani, noted 
entrepreneur and former chairman of UIDAI. 
iii. The first exclusive bank branch for start-ups will 
offer a bouquet of banking products to service the 
end-to-end needs of the emerging entrepreneurial eco-
system.  
iv. The branch will assist entrepreneurs in setting up 
new enterprises or companies. It will offer them host 
of banking products including, foreign exchange 
services, remittances and cash management.  
v. The Branch will also provide a range of value 
added services including legal and tax formalities, 
registration etc. through its affiliates and partners.  
 
India Replaces China As Top FDI Destination In 
2015: FDI Intelligence Report 
i. According to FDI Intelligence Report India has 
replaced China as the top Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) destination by attracting $63 billion worth FDI 
projects in 2015.  
ii. FDI Intelligence is a division of international media 
company – The Financial Times Limited.  
iii. India was the highest-ranked country by capital 
investment in the year 2015, with 63 billion dollars-
worth of FDI projects announced. It was the biggest 
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change in Greenfield FDI in 2015 was near tripling 
with an estimated 63 billion dollars.  
India ratifies Trade Facilitation Agreement of WTO  
i. India has formally ratified the WTO’s (World Trade 
Organisation) Trade Facilitation Agreement, which 
aims at easing customs procedures to boost 
commerce.  
ii. In this regard, India’s WTO ambassador Anjali 
Prasad handed over the instrument of acceptance to 
WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo. India is the 
76th WTO member to ratify the TFA.  
 
Nabard lends Rs 1,000 crore to HSWC for wheat 
procurement 
i. National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (Nabard) has sanctioned a loan of Rs 
1,000 crore to Haryana State 
Warehousing Corporation (HSWC) for purchase of 
wheat during the ongoing rabi marketing season. 
ii. The objective of foodgrain procurement by the 
government agencies is to ensure that farmers get 
remunerative price for their produce and do not have 
to resort to distress sale and build buffer stocks. 
iii. The state government has authorised five agencies, 
namely Food and Supplies Department, HAFED, 
Haryana Agro Industries Corporation, Food 
Corporation of India and HSWC to procure wheat at 
minimum support price during the 2016-17 marketing 
season. 
 
 
Govt to provide Rs 1 lakh per month to Rio-bound 
athletes 

 
i. Union Sports Ministry has decided to provide one 
lakh rupees per month as out of pocket allowance to 
the sports persons under the Target Olympic Podium 
(TOP) scheme in their preparation for the Olympics 
and Paralympics Games at Rio de Janeiro.  
ii. 77 Indian athletes in eight disciplines have qualified 
for the Olympics till date and many more are likely to 
qualify in the next two months.  
iii. Target Olympic Podium scheme is a sports 
ministry initiative under which Olympic medal 
prospects are funded by the government for top class 
training as part of their preparations for the Games. 
 
Government to sell its 11.36% stake in NHPC 

 
i. The Government of India has started the 
disinvestment process of the current fiscal as the GOI 
has planned to sell its 11.36% equity shares in the 

National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) at 
rs.21.75.  
ii. This disinvestment is likely to raise about rs. 2,700 
crore. The issue price of share is at a discount of 5.6% 
to NHPC's closing price of Rs 23.05 on BSE. 
iii. Presently, the Government holds 85.96 % in 
NHPC and selling over 125 crore shares (11.36%) 
which would help it comply with the minimum public 
shareholding norms. In this disinvestment a minimum 
of 20% shares have been reserved for retail investors 
and around 25% shares have been reserved for the 
mutual fund and insurance companies.  
 
New Zealand's $5 bill named best banknote of the 
year 
i. New Zealand’s five-dollar note has been named the 
banknote of the year for 2015 by the International 
Bank Note Society.  
ii. The note incorporates some of the world’s most 
advanced security features and beautifully showcasing 
 New Zealand’s history, culture, and heritage. The $5 
note has won form the 40 eligible designs from a 
record 20 countries. 
iii. The $5 note has featured mountaineer Sir Edmund 
Hillary and on the other side, a rare yellow-eyed 
penguin and local flora. 
 
BSE inks pact with Korea Exchange to list Sensex-
based derivatives 
i. BSE Ltd on Thursday said it has signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Korea 
Exchange (KRX) of South Korea, for listing S&P 
BSE Sensex-based derivatives contracts on the latter. 
ii. The agreement is expected to further the 
development of derivatives markets in India and South 
Korea. It will encourage the sharing of information, 
and foster new opportunities for the exchanges and 
their respective issuers. 
iii. The MoU also includes information sharing by 
both parties to promote each other’s understanding of 
a product’s listing process and the market’s 
functioning. BSE and KRX have also agreed to 
conduct joint research in the area of derivatives 
markets and to support the development of new 
products, experience sharing and cooperation on IT 
system. 
 
DBS Bank launches 'mobile-only bank' in India 
i. The Singapore's largest bank, DBS has unveiled the 
'mobile only bank’ in India. The ‘digibank’ uses 
technologies, such as bio metrics and artificial 
intelligence, to enable paperless, signature less and 
branch less bank. 
ii. This is the India's 1st mobile only bank which 
targeting 5 million retail customers. The bank will 
leverage bio metrics-enabled ID and Aadhaar card to 
ensure that that there is no paperwork.  
iii. It will provide customer service via a 247 artificial 
intelligence-driven virtual assistant, which 
understands natural language and has learning ability, 
so that it is able to respond in real-time. 
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First time direct tax details published by CBDT 
i. First time in the history, a total of 84 page data has 
been released and put in the public domain, as the 
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has published 
direct tax related data including income disclosed in 
tax returns by various categories of tax player from 
2000 to 2015.  
ii. The data also include the information of PAN card 
allocation in the country across various categories and 
gender.  
iii. According to the department, the objective behind 
the publishing of these statistics was to encourage 
wider use and analysis of Income Tax data.  
 
NITI Aayog launched urban management programme 
for capacity building of states and urban local bodies 
i. NITI Aayog chaired by Vice Chairman Dr Arvind 
Panagariya has launched the Urban Management 
Programme in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. Around 
150 participants were present in the event. 
ii. The Programme is designed by NITI Aayog, 
Temasek Foundation and Singapore Cooperation 
Enterprise (SCE) under the platform of the 
Memorandum of Understanding signed between NITI 
Aayog and the Singapore Cooperation Enterprise 
(SCE). 
iii. It was to tap the expertise of Singapore in urban 
sector to build capacities in State Governments and 
ULBs to design efficient solutions to urban problems. 
As a part of NITI Aayog’s mandate to promote 
cooperative federalism, NITI is reaching out to the 
States to resolve their issues pending with different 
Ministries. It is emphasized on improving governance 
particularly of the census towns whose number has 
significantly increased between census 2001 and 
2011. 
 
SIDBI signs MoU with Saarc Development Fund 
i. Small Industries Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI) and Saarc Development Fund (SDF) has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for 
mutual cooperation and collaboration. 
ii. According to the Finance Ministry, MoU envisages 
SDF and SIDBI to work together in co-funding of 
projects in Indian MSMEs on risk sharing basis in 
identified sectors, development of suitable financial 
products for SME financing for Micro Small and 
Medium Enterprises(MSMEs) of other Saarc states. 
iii. MoU also calls for technology transfer and making 
available software to MFIs regarding loan tracking 
systems in other Saarc states and capacity 
development of SDF/SIDBI and SME funding 
institutions in SAARC countries. 
 
BlackBerry Launches BBM Money Transfer Service 
in India 
i. Smartphone maker BlackBerry, in partnership with 
digital payments platform Digitsecure, has launched 
its money transfer service, called BBM Money, in 
India. 

ii. BlackBerry users can download the BBM Money 
app and transfer funds to one another through 
BlackBerry Messenger. 
iii. The transfers are instant and secure, restricted to 
BlackBerry Messenger only. 
iv. Facebook is the only other service in India that 
allows transfer of money through a messenger 
application. 
    Sports 
 
 Australia pacer Clint McKay announces retirement 
from international cricket 
 
i. Australian pacer Clint McKay has announced his 
retirement from international cricket after his first-
class team Victoria Bushrangers won the Sheffield 
Shield tournament.  
ii. He is expected to continue playing for Sydney 
Thunder in the lucrative Big Bash League (BBL) and 
for Leicestershire in the County Championship.  
iii. McKay, who played in 59 one-day internationals, 6 
T20 internationals and a Test for Australia, dismissed 
Sachin Tendulkar on his ODI debut back in November 
2009 in Hyderabad. 
 
Shiva Thapa wins Silver medal at Asian/Oceania 
Qualifying event in China  
 
i. Ace Indian boxer Shiva Thapa has won the silver 
medal at the Asian/Oceania Qualifying Tournament 
held in Qian’an, China in the 56 Kilogram category 
final. 
ii. In the final match, he lost to Thailand’s Chatchai 
Butdee by 0-3 score who won the gold medal. 
iii. By entering in the final match of this event, he had 
booked his ticket to 2015 Rio de Janeiro Olympics 
Games after beating Kazakhstan’s Kairat Yeraliyev in 
the semifinals. 
 
iv. Shiva is a World Championship bronze-medallist 
in the Bantamweight category held in Doha in 2015. 
He also had participated in the 2012 London 
Olympics and was the youngest Indian boxer to 
qualify for the Olympics. 
 
ICC T 20 Cricket World Cup 2016 Won By West 
Indies 
 
i. The ICC Cricket World Men’s T-20 Cup 2016 has 
won by West Indies team by defeating England by 4 
wickets.  
 
ii. The final of ICC T 20 Cricket World Cup 2016 was 
played at Eden Gardens in Kolkata. This was the 6th 
edition of the ICC World Twenty20. It was held in 
India from 8 March to 3 April 2016 and was the first 
edition to be hosted by the country. 
iii. There were sixteen participating teams, ten 
qualifying automatically through their status as full 
members of the International Cricket Council (ICC), 
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and another six qualifying through the 2015 World 
Twenty20 Qualifier. 
iv. In the final, England had scored 155 runs for 9 
wickets. West Indies successfully chased the target by 
scoring 161 runs in 19.4 over at the loss of 4 wickets.  
v. With this win, West Indies became the only team to 
win the ICC World Twenty20 title twice. Earlier it 
had won its first title in 2012 by defeating Sri Lanka. 
Awards Player of the match: Marlon Samuels (West 
Indies). Indian batsman Virat Kohli was named the 
player of the tournament, while Bangladesh's Tamim 
Iqbal and Afghanistan's Mohammad Nabi led the 
tournament in runs and wickets, respectively. 
 
Miami Open Title 2016 Won By Novak Djokovic 
 
i. World No.1 tennis player Novak Djokovic from 
Serbia has won the 2016 Miami Open Title in the 
men’s singles category. In the final he defeated Kei 
Nishikori (Japan) by 6-3, 6-3 score.  
ii. The match played on outdoor hard courts at the 
Tennis Centre at Crandon Park Florida, US.  
iii. It was his third consecutive and overall sixth ATP 
Miami Open title. With this winning he equals Andre 
Agassi’s Miami record total. It was also his record 
28th career ATP Masters title. Nadal previously held 
the record with 27 titles with Roger Federer in third 
place with 24 titles to his credit. 
iv. The 28 year old player has won this title in just 34 
minutes and took 85 minutes to join the American 
Andre Agassi as a six-times Miami Open winner, for 
his 63rd career title.  
v. He claimed $1,028,300, becoming the sport’s all-
time leading money-winner.  
 
Kenya’s Kotut and Jepkesho win Paris Marathon 
 
i. Kenya’s Cyprian Kotut claimed a double in the 
French capital within a month when he won this 
year’s Paris Marathon in personal best of 2 hours, 07 
minutes and 13 seconds.  
ii. Kotut, the brother to three-time London Marathon 
champion Martin Lel, overtook Ethiopian Abraha 
Gebretsadik with three kilometres to go, pumping his 
pistons past the 40km mark in 2:00:34 to victory. 
 
iii. Defending champion Mark Korir settled second in 
2:07:31 as Commonwealth Games marathon silver 
medallist Stephen Chemlany waylaid Gebretsadik to 
ensure a Kenyan podium sweep in 2:07:39.  
 
iv. Micah Kogo of Kenya settled fourth in 2:07:43 as 
Gebretsadik came in fifth in 2:08:05. The 24-year-old 
Kotut was fresh from Paris Half Marathon last month 
in 1:01:00. Having recorded a personal best of 59:12 
for the half marathon in 2014, Kotut made his 
marathon debut in Milan in 2015 and finished second 
in 2:08:55. 
 
v. Kotut became the 12th Kenya to win the race and 
put his case straight ahead of the national marathon 

team selection for Rio Olympic Games later this 
month after London Marathon on April 24. 
 
Mother Dairy Partners Delhi Daredevils As Principal 
Sponsor 
 
i. Mother Dairy, an Indian FMCG company has 
partnered with Indian Premium League (IPL) cricket 
team Delhi Daredevils as its principal sponsor.  
ii. With this association, the brand Mother Dairy will 
be seen on Delhi Daredevils team jersey, along with 
the visibility at key spots in the stadium on match 
days. 
iii. Delhi Daredevils had recently appointed Zaheer 
Khan as the captain of the franchise for the 2016 
season and will soon launch a mass campaign at 
company's select booths across the national capital 
region in partnership with Mother Dairy.  
iv. This association will be a fantastic platform to 
connect with our consumers and cricket fans.  
v. The company will also offer products during the 
matches.  
 
India Men win Asian Nations Cup Chess tournament 
 
i. Indian men have won the 2016 Asian Nations Cup 
Chess tournament by defeating Vietnam in the final 
round by 3-1 score played in Abu Dhabi.  
ii. In the final round match, Indian Grandmasters S P 
Sethuraman and K Sasikiran won on the 2nd and 4th 
boards while, B Adhiban and Vidit Santosh Gujrathi 
drew their respective matches on top and 3rd boards.  
iii. With this win India gained 17 points, two more 
than World and Olympiad champions China. India 
drew Mongolia and beat the rest of the teams in a 22-
team tournament.  
iv. It was overall third time, Indian men won the event 
earlier they had won at Esfahan, Iran in 2005 and 
Kolkata 2009.  
v. In the women’s section, top seed China won the 
title with 15 points followed by Uzbekistan (14 
points) at second Kazakhstan (13 points) at third 
position respectively. Indian women finished fourth 
position with 12 points. 
 
Kansai Nerolac Ties Up With Gujarat Lions For IPL 
i. Kansai Nerolac Paints Ltd (KNPL) has signed up 
with the Gujarat Lions franchise as associate sponsor 
for the ninth edition of the Indian Premier League 
which will begin on April 9, 2016. 
ii. Gujarat Lions, captained by Suresh Raina, is one of 
the two debutant teams this IPL season.  
iii. He has a mix of experienced and fiery young 
players such as Brendon McCullum, Ravindra Jadeja, 
Dwayne Bravo, Dale Steyn, Aaron Finch and India U-
19 captain Ishan Kishan to name a few.  
iv. Gujarat Lions will battle it out against seven other 
teams for the title of ‘Indian Premier League 
Champions 2016. 
v. The association between Kansai Nerolac and 
Gujarat Lions follows some aggressive advertising by 
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the brand during the recently concluded ICC World 
20-20. Kansai Nerolac has also been maintaining a 
good media presence through on-air ad slots during 
the IPL over the years. 
 
Danny Willett Won US Masters Golf 2016 
Championship  
i. Danny Willett has won the US Masters Golf 
Championship for the year 2016 at Augusta National 
Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia.  
ii. With this he has became the first Briton to win the 
US Masters since Nick Faldo in 1996.  
iii. He grabbed the title after defeating defending 
champion Jordan Spieth. 
iv. This was the 80th edition of the Masters 
Tournament.  
v. The Masters Tournament, also known as The 
Masters or The US Masters, is one of the four major 
championships in professional golf.  
 
 Anthony Joshua Won International Boxing 
Federation Title 
i. Anthony Joshua has won the International Boxing 
Federation heavyweight title for the year 2016.  
ii. He knocked out Charles Martin in the second round 
at the O2 Arena in London.  
iii. With this won he become the Britain’s second 
reigning world heavyweight champion. 
iv. Anthony is the 2012 Olympic gold medalist and 
captured his first world title in only his 16th 
professional fight by flattening American Martin to 
lift the International Boxing Federation (IBF) belt.  
v. He is the fifth quickest heavyweight to win a 
version of the world title.  
 
Lee Chong Wei Has Won Malaysian Open 2016 
 
i. Malaysia's badminton maestro Lee Chong Wei has 
defeated China's Chen Long to win Malaysian Open 
2016 in men's singles title at at the Malawati Stadium 
in Shah Alam, Malaysia.  
ii. He has beaten China’s world No. 1 Chen Long a 
 21-13, 21-8 in just 42 minutes. The title is his 11th 
Malaysia Open Crown.  
iii. Lee Chong, one of most popular sports stars from 
Malaysia has repeatedly fallen short in his pursuit of 
the sport’s top prizes, despite reaching three world 
championship finals and two Olympic deciders. But 
he has set his sights firmly on crowning his career by 
winning his first Olympic title in Rio de Janeiro.  
iv. Lee as a singles player ranked first worldwide for 
199 consecutive weeks from 21 August 2008 to 14 
June 2012.  
 
Indian Teams Clinch Asian Kho Kho Championship 
Title 
i. India's men's and women's teams have won both the 
category’s championship titles at the third Asian Kho-
Kho championship organised in Indore.  

ii. In both the finals, the hosts scored victory against 
Bangladesh teams. The women’s side won 26-16 
while the men won 26-17. 
iii. The Lok Sabha speaker Sumitra Mahajan and 
Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar along 
with Asian Kho Kho Association secretary Qazi Rau-
uddin Ahmed Choupal, Indian Olympic Association 
secretary Rajiv Mehta have felicitated winners at the 
event.  
iv. Sarika Kale won the women’s match-winner title, 
while counterpart Aniket Pote won the men’s prize.  
v. Each player was awarded with Rs. 51,000. The 
three-day championship was organised at a newly-
constructed state-of-the-art indoor kho-kho stadium in 
Indore. 
 
 Serena Williams Maintains Top Spot: WTA 
Rankings 
i. American tennis star Serena Williams kept her lead 
in the women's rankings, while Polish Agnieszka 
Radwanska returned to the second place. 
 
ii. The Polish player is ahead of German Angelique 
Kerber, who dropped to the third place with 5.740 
points.  
iii. In the women's doubles, India's Sania Mirza and 
her Swiss partner Martina Hingis retained their top 
status in the rankings with 11,825 points. 
 
 Chawrasia wins Hilton Asian Tour Golfer of Month 
 
i. India’s SSP Chawrasia, who clinched the Hero 
Indian Open last month, has been named the Hilton 
Asian Tour Golfer of the Month for March. 
 
ii. Chawrasia produced a gutsy display of golf in his 
National Open last month to win his third Asian Tour 
title by defeating 2015 Hilton Asian Tour Golfer of 
the Year Anirban Lahiri and Korean rising star 
Jeunghun Wang by two shots. 
iii. The victory was especially sweet for Chawrasia, 
who settled for second best on four occasions in the 
Indian Open before his triumph at the Delhi Golf 
Club. 
iv. The Hilton Asian Tour Golfer of the Month award 
is one of the partnership initiatives aimed at 
recognising outstanding efforts of Asian Tour 
members both at home and abroad. 
 
England Cricketer James Taylor retired from 
International Cricket 
 
i. England and Nottinghamshire batsman James 
Taylor on 12 April 2016 announced his retirement at 
the age of 26 due to ill health. 
ii. He was diagnosed with Arrhythmogenic Right 
Ventricular Cardiomyopathy (ARVC) that needs an 
operation to his Heart. 
iii. He played seven Test matches for England and the 
first was against South Africa at Headingley in 2012. 
He averaged 26 with top Test score was 76 against 
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Pakistan in November 2015. 
iv. He made his one-day international debut in 2011 
against Ireland and played 27 ODIs with an average of 
42.23. He scored seven fifties and one century (101) 
against Australia in September 2015. 
v. At the time of his retirement, Taylor had the fourth-
highest limited-overs average (53.11) in international 
and domestic cricket history after Michael Bevan 
(57.86), Cheteshwar Pujara(54.12) and AB de Villiers 
(53.53). 
 
Mary Kom named AIBA ambassador for Women’s 
World Championship 
 
i. Indian woman boxer M C Mary Kom added another 
honour to her list of accolades as she was named one 
of the eight ambassadors for the upcoming World 
Championships by the International Boxing 
Association (AIBA). An elated Mary Kom (51kg), 
who has five World Championship gold medals to her 
credit. 
ii. The Manipuri is a tournament legend and AIBA 
had dubbed her ‘Magnificent Mary’ for her 
unprecedented gold medal count in it. The 33-year-
old, who missed out on an Olympic berth in last 
month’s Asian Qualifiers, is currently training for the 
world event trials slated here on April 18 and 19. 
iii. The AIBA-appointed ambassadors for the World 
Championship also include Nicola Adams of Great 
Britain, Team USA’s light flyweight Marlen Esparza, 
Adriana Arauja from the host country of this year’s 
Olympic Games Brazil, Bulgaria’s Stanimira Petrova 
and Morocco’s Khadija Mardi. The female officials 
chosen to be ambassadors are Algerian Kheira Siki 
Yakoub and Canada’s Jennifer Huggins. 
 
Sri Lanka's Rangana Herath retires from ODIs, T20Is 
i. Sri Lanka spinner Rangana Herath has retired from 
50-over and Twenty20 internationals in order to carry 
on playing test matches.  
ii. The 38-year-old took 74 wickets in 71 one-day 
internationals and another 18 in 17 T20 matches for 
the island nation, shouldered the burden of the slow 
bowling attack following the retirement of spin great 
Muttiah Muralitharan in 2011. 
iii. Arguably the left-arm spinner’s best effort came at 
the 2014 World Twenty20, where he took five wickets 
for just three runs as Sri Lanka successfully defended 
a 120-run target in a must-win match against New 
Zealand en route to the title 
iv. He has the record of best bowling figures in Tests 
by a left-arm spinner.  
v. In April 2016, Herath announced his retirement 
from One Day International and Twenty20 
International cricket to focus on Test cricket. 
 
 Nico Rosberg wins Chinese GP for sixth straight 
Formula 1 victory  
i. Nico Rosberg claimed a dominant win in an action-
packed Formula One Chinese Grand Prix to extend his 
championship lead over Mercedes team mate Lewis 

Hamilton, who battled up to seventh with some feisty 
driving after starting last. 
ii. Rosberg crossed the line a mammoth 37.7 seconds 
ahead of German compatriot Sebastian Vettel, who 
recovered after colliding with his Ferrari team mate 
Kimi Raikkonen at the first corner, to claim his third 
win from three races this season.  
iii. Daniil Kvyat finished third to score Red Bull their 
first podium finish since September's Singapore Grand 
Prix but the Russian had to defend himself after the 
race when an angry Vettel blamed him for the 
collision between the Ferraris. 
 
 Australia Won 2016 Sultan Azlan Shah Cup By 
Defeating India 
i. Australia has won the 25th edition of Sultan Azlan 
Shah Cup by defeating India in the final held in Ipoh, 
Malaysia.  
ii. Australia notched up a thumping 4-0 victory over 
India. This was the 9th title for Australia at this 
tournament. The country has last won it in the year 
2014. 
iii. Apart from Australia, India has last won this 
tournament in the year 2010. That was the fifth title of 
India in which India was jointly declared winners with 
South Korea.  
iv. The Australian team took off though Craig's field 
goals in the 25th and 35th minutes. Gohdes made it 3-
0 in the 43rd minute and scored the fourth in the 57th 
minute. The result meant Australia lifted the trophy 
with an all-win record. 
v. The New Zealand team who was the winner of 
2015 Sultan Azlan Shah Cup has acquired the third 
place in the 25th edition of the tournament. 
 
Jitu Rai finishes sixth at Shooting World Cup 
i. Ace Indian shooter Jitu Rai finished sixth in the 
men's 50m pistol event on the fifth day of the 
International Shooting Sport Federation World Cup 
being held at the Olympic Shooting Centre in Rio de 
Janeiro. 
ii. Jitu, who is the world number one in the event, 
qualified for the finals in fourth position, shooting a 
score of 563. 
iii. In the other event, the men's Double Trap, Indian 
youngster Ankur Mittal led the qualifications till the 
third round with 30 shots each, only to see his hopes 
of making the finals fade away after shooting scores 
of 23 and 24 in the last two rounds. 
 
Hong Kong's Irfan Ahmed suspended for two years 
and six months 
i. The ICC has suspended Hong Kong allrounder Irfan 
Ahmed for two years and six months after he admitted 
to breaching the ICC's Anti-Corruption Code. Ahmed 
has accepted the suspension and waived his right to 
appeal. 
ii. The allrounder was charged under Article 2.4.2 of 
the ICC Anti-Corruption Code which states, "Failing 
to disclose to the ACU (without undue delay) full 
details of any approaches or invitations received by 
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the Participant to engage in conduct that would 
amount to a breach of the Anti-Corruption Code." 
iii. The 26-year-old Ahmed has played six ODIs since 
his debut in 2008, as well as eight T20Is, the last of 
which was in July 2015. He had been in the top 
bracket for centrally contracted cricketers in Hong 
Kong in 2014-15, but was not retained for the 2015-16 
season. 
 
BCCI To Host First Day-Night Test Against New 
Zealand This Year 
i. BCCI is all set to host its first-ever day and night 
cricket Test with the pink ball during New Zealand 
tour to India. 
ii. India will host New Zealand in a day-night Test 
match to be played with a pink ball. 
iii. Before that Duleep Trophy will act as a dress 
rehearsal for the day-night Test match 
iv. The main objective of the Duleep Trophy will be to 
check how the pink kookaburra behaves under the 
light in sub-continental conditions. 
 
Rafael Nadal wins Barcelona Open to equal clay-court 
record 
i. In Tennis, Rafael Nadal has won the Barcelona 
Open to equal Guillermo Vilas' decades old record of 
49 clay-court titles.  
ii. In the Final last night, world number five and top 
seed Spaniard defeated two-time defending champion 
Kei Nishikori of Japan, in straight sets, 6-4, 7-5.  
iii. This was Nadal's 9th Barcelona Open title, and he 
has now won his first 10 matches of the European 
clay-court season. 
 India to host 2018 Commonwealth Judo 
Championships 
i. India will host the 2018 Commonwealth Judo 
Championships in Jaipur.  
ii. This was announced by the Judo Federation of 
India in a press release in New Delhi today.  
iii. The Commonwealth Judo Congress had allotted 
the Championships to India at its meeting held at Port 
Elizabeth in South Africa on Saturday. 
Mohun Bagan's Jeje Lalpekhlua named FPAI Player 
of the Year 
i. Professional football club Mohun Bagan and India 
striker Jeje Lalpekhlua on 25 April 2016 won the 
Football Players’ Association of India (FPAI). The 
award function held in Mumbai. 
ii. Lalpekhlua received the highest number of votes 
from fellow professional footballers to finish on top in 
the shortlist which included India captain Sunil 
Chhetri, Bikash Jairu, David Lalrinmuana and 
Dhanachandra Singh. 
iii. Nigerian striker Ranti Martins, who played for 
East Bengal in the I-League, was named the Foreign 
Player of the Year. The Manipur-born Udanta Singh 
of I-League champion Bengaluru FC bagged the 
Young Player of the Year award. Bengaluru FC’s 
coach Ashley Westwood won the Coach of the Year 
award. Debjit Majumder was named the Fans’ Player 
of the Year. 

Rower Dattu Bhokanal qualifies for Rio Olympics 
i. Indian rower Dattu Bhokanal has qualified for the 
Rio Olympics after winning a silver in the finals of 
men's single sculls at the 2016 FISA Asian and 
Oceania Olympic Qualification Regatta at Chung-ju in 
South Korea.  
ii. The 25-year-old armyman clocked 7 mins 7.49 
seconds in the 2km course to finish second and qualify 
for the Rio Olympics. 
iii. He has also represented India in the last Asian 
Games in Korea and at the 16th Asian championships 
in China where he won a silver medal. 
 
Japan unveiled Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympics 
emblems 

 
i. The new emblem of Tokyo 2020 Olympics and 
Paralympic Games was unveiled, featuring an indigo-
coloured check in the design. 
ii. The logo features a circular Japanese traditional 
checkered pattern. Below the design are the words 
“Tokyo 2020” and under them the five interlocking 
Olympic rings, reports Xinhua. 
iii. The logo was chosen from a shortlist of four 
announced on April 8 after more than 14,599 entries 
were publicly accepted. Tokyo 2020 organisers had to 
scrap a logo by Japanese designer Kenjiro Sano over 
its close resemblance of a theatre in the Belgian city 
of Liege created by designer Olivier Debie. 
 
ICC suspends the Cricket Association of Nepal 
i. The Cricket Association of Nepal has been 
suspended by the International Cricket Council due to 
a ‘vacuum of cricket leadership’ in the country and 
also in view of government interference in the board. 
The ICC took the decision after the 2nd meeting of the 
year at ICC headquarter in Dubai. 
ii. According to ICC, the membership of CAN will 
remain suspended until it becomes free of government 
interference and is properly structured to begin 
exploiting the tremendous cricket talent and 
opportunities that exist in Nepal.  
iii. However, the ICC decided that Nepal cricket 
teams would continue to feature in ICC events. 
 
Deepika Kumari equals world record in recurve event 
at Archery World Cup 
i. India's Deepika Kumari has equalled the world 
record in Women's Recurve event at the qualifying 
stage of Archery World Cup being held in Shanghai.  
ii. Padma Shri recipient Deepika recorded a score of 
686 out of 720 to finish 1st in qualifiers and equal the 
world record set by South Korea's Ki Boe Bae at the 
World University Games in Gwangju last year.  
iii. She has already qualified for the Rio Olympics 
with her performance at the Copenhagen World 
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Championships last year. In the previous editions of 
the World Cup, Deepika had won silver medals 2011, 
2012 and 2013 in the individual events. 
 
Jayasurya recalled as Sri Lanka's cricket chief selector 
i. Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) has announced 
appointment of Sanath Jayasuriya as chief selector of 
the Sri Lankan Cricket team. 
ii. He has already served as the chief selector from 
January 2013 to March 2015. 
iii. Now Jayasuriya-led committee will succeed the 
Aravinda de Silva led committee. The new four 
member selection panel will take office on 1 May 
2016 and will serve for two years which include, 
former wicketkeeper-batsman Romesh Kaluwitharana, 
former fast bowler Eric Upashantha and former off 
spinner Ranjith Madurasinghe. 
Garima wins gold at Commonwealth Judo 
Championship 
i. Garima Chaudhary has won another gold medal at 
the 2016 Commonwealth Judo Championship finals at 
Port Elizabeth in South Africa.  
ii. She has clinched the gold in 63kg junior category. 
iii. In the year 2012, the 26-year-old Meerut based 
judoka was the only representative from India to 
contest for Judo Olympic medals at the London 
Olympic Games in 2012. The judoka has also 
participated in the previous edition of the competition 
held at Glasgow in 2014 but made an exit in quarter 
final. 
Rio Olympics: Abhinav Bindra joins Salman Khan as 
India's Goodwill Ambassador 
i. Beijing Olympics gold medalist and ace shooter 
Abhinav Bindra today accepted the offer of the Indian 
Olympic Association to become India's Goodwill 
Ambassador for the Rio Olympics. 
ii. The IOA had stirred up a controversy last Sunday 
when they named Salman Khan as a Goodwill 
Ambassador. 
iii. Many sports personalities had slammed the move 
and questioned the timing of the appointment. 
Salman's movie 'Sultan', based on wrestling is due for 
release soon. 

Awards 
PM Narendra Modi Conferred Saudi Arabia’s Highest 
Civilian Honour 
i. Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred Saudi 
Arabia’s highest civilian honour- the king Abdulaziz 
Sash.  
ii. The Prime Minister was conferred the prestigious 
award by King Salman bin Abdulaziz at the Royal 
Court. The award is named after Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
the founder of the modern Saudi state. 
iii. The award is bestowed upon citizens of Saudi 
Arabia and foreigners for meritorious service to the 
Saudi Kingdom. King himself makes awards to 
foreigners.  
iv. Mr. Modi has been conferred with the honour 
where he held extensive talks on a range of bilateral, 
regional and international issues.  

v. World leaders who have received the honour 
include Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, British 
Prime Minister David Cameron, US President Barack 
Obama, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo. 
 
Viswanathan Anand to be feted with Hridaynath 
Award 
 
i. 5 times world chess champion Viswanathan Anand 
will be honoured with the Hridaynath Award, which 
felicitates and recognises successful individuals across 
the country from various walks of life.  
ii. The honour will be a cash award of Rs 2 lakh and a 
memento.State Governor C Vidyasagar Rao will 
present the award to the 46-year-old sportsman at an 
event here on April 12.  
iii. The previous recipients of the award include 
eminent personalities like Lata Mangeshkar, 
Babasaheb Purandare, Asha Bhosle, Amitabh 
Bachchan, Hariprasad Chaurasia and A R Rahman. 
 
National Geoscience Awards – 2014 Presented By 
President 
 
i. Pranab Mukherjee, the President of India conferred 
the National Geoscience Awards 2014 at a function to 
be held at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi.  
ii. These awards are presented to honour individuals 
and team of scientists for their outstanding 
contributions in the field of fundamental or applied 
Geosciences, Mining and Allied areas. 
iii. The National Geoscience Awards was  previously 
known as the National Mineral Awards and was 
instituted by the Ministry of Mines in 1966.  
iv. For 2014, Professor Ashok Kumar Singhvi was 
conferred with the highest honour National 
Geoscience Award for Excellence for his outstanding 
contributions in the field of sedimentary technologies. 
While Dr IndraSekharSen have awarded with Young 
Scientist Award.  
v. Along with him, 31 other geoscientists were being 
given the awards in 13 Various Disciplines 
 
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom 
Prize 2016 Received By Khadija Ismayilova 
 
i. An investigative journalist from Azerbaijan, Khadija 
Ismayilova  has been chosen to receive the 2016 
UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom 
Prize.  
 
ii. The Prize will be awarded during the celebration of 
World Press Freedom Day 3 May 2016 hosted by 
Finland. 
iii. An independent international jury of media 
professionals recommended Ms Ismayilova in 
recognition of her outstanding contribution to press 
freedom in difficult circumstances.  
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iv. Ms Ismayilova, a freelance journalist and 
contributor to the Azerbaijani service of Radio Free 
Europe, was detained in December 2014.   
v. Than in September 2015, she was sentenced to 
seven and a half years’ imprisonment on charges 
relating to abuse of power and tax evasion.  
 
Priyadarshini Chatterjee Crowned FBB Miss India 
World 2016 
 
i. Priyadarshini Chatterjee, a Delhi girl was announced 
as the winner of FBB Femina Miss India World 2016 
at the 53rd edition of the Femina Miss India beauty 
pageant held in Mumbai.  
ii. She was crowned by Aditi Arya, who was the 
Femina Miss India for the year 2015.  
iii. Now Ms. Chatterjee will represent India at the 
Miss World 2016 pageant.  
iv. Apart from Ms. Chatterjee, a Bangalore girl 
Sushruthi Krishna emerged as the Femina Miss India 
Supranational 2016 and a Lucknow girl Pankhuri 
Gidwani was crowned as the Femina Miss India 
Grand International 2016.  
v. Ms. Krishna will participate at Miss International 
2016 and Gidwani will take part at the Miss Grand 
International beauty pageants.  
 
Sachin becomes the Brand Ambassador of Skill India  
 
i. The ministry for skill development and 
entrepreneurship (MSDE) has named Cricket Icon 
Sachin Tendulkar as brand ambassador of the 'Skill 
India' campaign.  
ii. The master blaster said that the campaign was 
meant for the talents of young generation and it is an 
opportunity for the nation to make full use of its 
young population. 
iii. ‘Skill India’ campaign was launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to help train over 40 crore 
people in India in different skills. World Youth Skills 
Day and the launch of SKILL INDIA were celebrated 
nation-wide.  
iv. State Governments organized events to emphasize 
the importance of skill development for the youth in 
their states, mobilizing candidates, launching fresh 
training programs and felicitating successful trainees.  
v. ITIs across the country also participated in the 
event through a live feed of the event. 
 
Priyanka Chopra To Be Awarded With Dadasaheb 
Phalke Film Foundation Award 2016 
 
i. Dadasaheb Phalke Film Foundation has announced 
that Priyanka Chopra to be conferred with Dadasaheb 
Phalke Film Foundation Award 2016 in best actress of 
the year category.  
ii. This would be Priyanka's second award from the 
Foundation after she received her first award for 'Most 
Memorable Performance' for 2011 film Saath Khoon 
Maaf.  

iii. The Dadasaheb Film Foundation will honour the 
actress with the Best Actress of the Year award on the 
occasion of 147th Dadasaheb Phalke Jayanti in 
Mumbai on April 24 2016.  
iv. The 33 year old actress bagged the award for her 
performance in the bollywood movie Bajirao 
Mastani.  
v. Apart from this award, the actress has also been 
awarded with Padma Shri in 2016. She also became 
the first South Asian actor to win People's Choice 
Awards (Favourite actress) for her role as FBI agent in 
American TV show Quantico. She also went on to 
present the Oscars in 2016. The actress also made to 
Hollywood film project Baywatch recently.  
 
President Presents Padma Awards To 56 Eminent 
Personalities 
i. Today, President Pranab Mukherjee has presented 
the Padma awards to the remaining 56 eminent 
personalities from various fields in a civil investiture 
ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi. 
ii. The name of the recipients, who were honored with 
Padma Vibhushan- Superstar Rajnikant, classical 
singer Dr Girija Devi, journalist Ramoji Rao. Singer 
Udit Narayan, and tennis player Sania Mirza have 
been honoured with the Padma Bhushan. Actor 
Priyanka Chopra, writer Dhirendra Nath Bezbaruah, 
among others have been honoured with the 
Padmashree.  
iii. Earlier in March, 56 eminent personalities were 
honoured with the Padma awards at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan.  
iv. The government had announced Padma awards, 
one of the highest civilian awards in the country, for 
112 eminent persons on the eve of Republic Day. 
 
 Padma Sachdev selected for Saraswati Samman 2015 
 
i. Author and poet Padma Sachdev on 12 April 2016 
was selected for the prestigious Saraswati Samman for 
2015 for her autobiography titled Chitt-Chete, written 
in Dogri language. 
 
ii. The book, published in 2007, links the personal 
trials and tribulations of the author with issues 
concerning society, nation and the world at large. 
iii. She Born in Jammu, Padma Sachdev is first 
modern woman poet of Dogri language and has 
published her several poetry collection including Meri 
Kavita Mere Geet that has won the Sahitya Akademi 
Award in 1971. 
iv. She has also received the Padma Shri, the Indian 
fourth highest civilian award in 2001, and the Kabir 
Samman for poetry for the year 2007-2008, given by 
Government of Madhya Pradesh. 
v. The Saraswati Samman for 2014 was given to 
Veerappa Moily for his work Ramayana 
Mahanveshanam. 
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Former Army Chief General JJ Singh Conferred 
Highest French Civilian Honour 
 
i. Former Army Chief General(retd) Joginder Jaswant 
Singh has been conferred with the highest French 
civilian honour 'Officier de l Ordre national de la 
Legion d Honneur' (Officer of the Legion of Honour).  
 
ii. Mr. JJ Singh has been chosen for the honour in 
recognition of his 'stellar role' in modernizing the 
Indian Army and initiating robust exchanges between 
the Indian and French armies. 
iii. Mr. Singh was conferred the honour by French 
Ambassador to India Mr. Francois Richier.  
iv. The Officier de l Ordre national de la Legion d 
Honneur' (Officer of the Legion of Honour) is the 
highest civilian award given by the French Republic 
for outstanding service to France, regardless of the 
nationality of the recipients.  
v. In his tenure, he has mooted the idea of holding 
joint army exercises between the two countries air 
forces (Garuda) and (Varuna). In 2009, he was invited 
as the Guest of Honour for the French National Day 
military parade in Paris in which an Indian Army 
contingent took part for the first time.  
 
T N Ninan gets Mumbai Press Club’s lifetime 
achievement award 
i. The Mumbai Press Club on Friday selected T N 
Ninan, Chairman and Editorial Director of Business 
Standard, for this year's 'RedInk Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in Journalism'. 
ii. The award will be presented to Ninan by the 
Governor of Maharashtra C Vidyasagar Rao on April 
26 in New Delhi. 
iii. The Award recognises Ninan's extensive 
contribution to business journalism through good 
editorial leadership which he provided over the years 
to a host of publications, says a release issued here by 
the Mumbai Press Club. 
iv. The 'RedInk Journalist of the Year' Award would 
be given to NDTV India's senior Executive Editor 
Ravish Kumar for his consistent and good reporting 
on politics and issues that concern the common man. 
v. The RedInk Awards for Excellence in Journalism 
are given in 10 categories for meritorious work in TV, 
print and digital formats. The categories are Politics, 
Crime, Health & Wellness, Business, Environment, 
Human Rights, Photography, Science & Innovation, 
Entertainment & Lifestyle and Sports. 
 
PM’s awards for excellence in Public Administration 
On Civil Services Day function  
i. The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will confer 
PM’s awards for excellence in Public Administration 
to civil servants on April 21, 2016.  
 
ii. PM Awards for Excellence in Public 
Administration have been instituted with a view to 
acknowledge, recognize and reward the extraordinary 
and innovative work done by officers of the Central 

and State Governments for the welfare of common 
citizen.  
iii. The Civil Services Day function will be organised 
at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi on April 20- 21, 
2016 by the Department of Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances (DARPG), Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions.  
iv. A new category of Excellence in implementing a 
Priority Programme which includes Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Dhan Yojna (PMJDY), Swachh Bharat Mission 
(Grameen), Swachh Vidyalaya and Soil Health Card 
Scheme has been added to the Prime Minister’s 
Awards for Excellence in Public Administration.  
v. A total of ten districts will be awarded the Prime 
Minister’s Awards this year under the four Priority 
Programmes. These awards will be given in three 
Groups, - the first group consists of eight North-
Eastern States and the three Hill States of 
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and 
Kashmir. The remaining 18 States constitute the 
second Group while the third Group comprises of the 
seven Union Territories. Eight awards will be given to 
the first and second Group under the four Priority 
Progammes and two awards will be given for 
Programmes - PMJDY and Swachh Vidyalaya for the 
third Group comprising seven Union Territories.  
 
President of India presents Hindi Sevi Samman 
Awards  
i. The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee 
presented the Hindi Sevi Samman Awards for the 
years 2012, 2013 and 2014 today (April 19, 2016) at a 
function at Rashtrapati Bhavan in presence of Smt. 
Smriti Zubin Irani, Union Minister of Human 
Resource Development and other dignitaries. 
ii. These Awards were instituted by Central Hindi 
Institute, Agra in 1989.   
iii. 14 scholars receive this award in seven different 
categories every year for their contribution in the field 
of Hindi language and literature. 
 
Novak And Serena Bag Top Honours At Laureus 
World Sports Awards 
i. Tennis stars, Novak Djokovic and Serena Williams 
have walked away with their third 'Sportsman and 
sportswoman of the Year' Laureus World Sports 
Awards respectively. 
ii. Both the players, who are the at the top of the 
Tennis rankings have won three Grand Slams last 
year. 
iii. In the other categories, American golf star Jordan 
Spieth, who was also nominated in the ‘Sportsman of 
the Year’ category, won the ‘Breakthrough of the 
Year’ award.  
iv. Paralympic swimmer Daniel Dias of Brazil was 
given disabled sportsperson of the year award. He 
won the award for the third time while the New 
Zealand's Rugby World Cup-winning team, All 
Blacks was adjudged team of the year, with their 
captain Dan Carter bagging the comeback of the year 
award. 
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v. A special spirit of sport award was given 
posthumously to Johan Cruyff. He was given the 
award for helping to deliver sport-related projects for 
underprivileged children around the world. The 
Netherlands football legend died of cancer last month 
aged 68. 
 
2016 Pulitzer Prizes Announced  
i. The 2016 Pulitzer Prizes were announced on 18th 
April in the US. It is an award for achievements in 
newspaper and online journalism, literature, and 
musical composition in the United States.  
ii. It was established in 1917 by provisions in the will 
of American (Hungarian-born) Joseph Pulitzer who 
had made his fortune as a newspaper publisher, and is 
administered by Columbia University in New York 
City. 
iii. The prizes are awarded yearly in twenty-one 
categories.  
iv. In this award, twenty of the categories, each 
winner receives a certificate and a US $10,000 cash 
award and the one winner in the public service 
category of the journalism competition is awarded a 
gold medal. 
 
Indian diplomat Amitav Banerji honoured by Cyprus 
i. Amitav Banerji, an Indian diplomat in the UK has 
been conferred with one of the highest awards of 
Cyprus for his work in a number of senior roles within 
the Commonwealth Secretariat for over two decades. 
ii. Banerji, 63, was presented with his Commander of 
the Order of Merit at a ceremony at the Cyprus High 
Commission. 
iii. Born in 1953, Banerji graduated from Georgetown 
University and went on to do his Masters from the 
Delhi School of Economics. 
iv. He joined the Indian Foreign Service (IFS) in 1975 
and served in different capacities for 15 years, 
including postings to Pakistan, Spain and Malaysia.  
v. From August 1990 to May 2015, he served in a 
series of roles at the Commonwealth Secretariat 
including Head of the Secretary General’s Office and 
towards the last six years as Political Director. 
 
Mahatma Gandhi’s Granddaughter Tara Gandhi Gets 
Top French Honour 
i. Mahatma Gandhi’s granddaughter Tara Gandhi 
Bhattacharjee was on Wednesday conferred with the 
Order of Arts and Letters, one of France’s top 
honours. 
ii. According to French Ambassy, this honour comes 
in recognition of Bhattacharjee’s remarkable work for 
promoting peace, solidarity, culture, education, and 
development. 
iii. On behalf of the French President Bhattacharjee, 
82, was conferred the Officier de lOrdre des Arts et 
Lettres (Order of Arts and Letters) honour here late 
last evening by French Ambassador Francois Richier. 
Some noted Indian recipients of this honour in the past 
include Bharti Kher, Shahrukh Khan, Pt Hariprasad 
Chaurasia, Aishwarya Rai and Upamanyu Chatterjee.  

Manoj Bajpayee To Receive Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award For 'Aligarh' 
i. Renowned actor Manoj Bajpayee will be going to 
receive the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for the movie 
Aligarh.  
ii. The actor will receive the award in the best actor 
category of Critics Choice. The award will be 
presented on 1st of May, 2016. 
iii. The movie 'Aligarh' is a biographical drama 
directed by Hansal Mehta and the actor Manoj 
Bajpayee has played a role of Professor 'Ramchandra 
Siras' in it.  
 
Riyad Mahrez Became First African Footballer To 
Win PFA Player Of The Year 
i. Riyad Mahrez has become the first African 
footballer to win the Professional Footballers 
Association’s (PFA) Player of the Year award for the 
2015–16 season. 
ii. With the award, Mahrez also became the second 
non-European, after Uruguayan striker Luis Suarez, to 
grab the award.  
iii. Riyad Mahrez is a professional footballer who 
plays for English club Leicester City and the Algerian 
national team as a winger. He made his international 
debut for Algeria in 2014 and represented them at the 
2014 FIFA World Cup and the 2015 Africa Cup of 
Nations. 
 
Sudarsan Pattnaik bags gold medal at Sculpture 
Championship in Moscow 
i. Renowned artist Sudarsan Pattnaik has won the gold 
medal at ninth Moscow Sand Sculpture Championship 
in Russia.  
ii. Mr. Pattnaik won the competition for his 15 feet 
high art work Mahatma Gandhi's sculpture for non-
violence and peace . 
iii. The 20 top sculptors from different countries 
competed at the championship. Padma Shri Mr. 
Pattnaik has participated in more than 50 international 
sand sculpture championships across the world and 
won many awards for the country. 
 
Swat activist Tabassum Adnan wins 2016 Nelson 
Mandela Award 
i. A women's rights activist from Swat valley of 
Pakistan, Tabassum Adnan, has won the Nelson 
Mandela Graça Machel Innovation Award 2016 in 
Bogota, Colombia.  
ii. She won the award for the individual activist 
category on the concluding day of the International 
Civil Society Week held from April 25-28. 
iii. A victim of child marriage, Tabassum Adnan was 
married at the age of 13. The marriage which was 
marked by frequent domestic abuse, ended after 20 
years when she gathered the courage to divorce her 
abusive husband. 
 
Mongolia confers highest civilian honour to two 
Indians 
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i. Mongolia has conferred its highest civilian award 
"North Star" to two noted Indian scholars-Lokesh 
Chandra and Mansura Haider for their contribution to 
Mongolian studies.  
ii. It was presented by the Mongolian Foreign 
Minister Lundeg Purevsuren.  
iii. This year is being the 60th Anniversary of Indo-
Mongolian diplomatic relations on which Mr. Lokesh 
Chandra, president of the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations (ICCR) and Mansura Haider, former 
academic adviser at the Indira Gandhi National Centre 
for the Arts (IGNCA), have been presented with the 
award for their contribution to the development of 
friendly relations between India and Mongolia and 
promotion of Mongolian studies. 
 
NK Singh selected for Japan’s highest civilian award 
i. Former bureaucrat and parliamentarian N. K. Singh 
will receive one of Japan’s highest civilian honours 
for promoting economic, educational and cultural ties 
between India and Japan. 
ii. He is among 91 foreign recipients to be honored 
during the 2016 Spring Imperial Decoration of Japan 
by Emperor Akihito during the investiture ceremony 
in May 2016. 
iii. N. K. Singh was also Principal Secretary to Prime 
Minister A.B. Vajpayee. He was also connected with 
International organisations like World Bank, IMF and 
UNDP. 

 
Science and Technology 

Researchers developed world’s smallest diode 
 
i. Researchers from the University of Georgia and 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (BGU) 
developed the world's smallest diode, the size of a 
single molecule. 
 ii. The breakthrough could impact the development of 
molecular electronic devices. Their study was 
published in journal Nature Chemistry on 4 April 
2016. 
iii. The nanoscale diode or molecular rectifier operates 
like a valve to facilitate electronic current flow in one 
direction.  
iv. A collection of these nanoscale diodes, or 
molecules, contains properties that resemble 
traditional electronic components, such as a wire, 
transistor or rectifier. 
v. Professor Bingqian Xu from the College of 
Engineering at the University of Georgia and his team 
of researchers took a single DNA molecule made from 
11 base pairs and connected it to an electronic circuit 
just a few nanometers in size. 
 
HP Unveils World's Thinnest Laptop 
 
i. American multinational information technology 
company HR Inc (Hewlett-Packard) has launched 
eight new personal products including the world 
thinnest laptop. 
 ii. The laptop is having 10.4 mm thickness. 

iii. According to the company ‘Spectre’ is the world’s 
thinnest laptop and has a battery life of up to nine and 
a half hours.  
iv. Another USP of the laptop is its copper design 
combined with carbon fiber that gives the laptop a 
premium look.  
v. It features 13.3-inch full HD screen with Corning 
Gorilla Glass. The laptop comes with 8GB LDDR3 
RAM and 512GB SSD storage and runs on 6th 
generation Intel Core i5 and i7 processors. According 
to the company the laptop includes 3 Type-C USB I/O 
ports and the price of the laptop is around $1,249 (Rs 
83,121 approx).  
 
China Successfully Launches Retrievable Satellite 
 
i. China launched a retrievable scientific research 
satellite in a bid to aid scientists to study micro-
gravity and space life science. 
ii. A Chinese satellite, launched on April 9 in the 
remote Gobi Desert it carries six titanium cylinders, 
each with a milliliter of crude oil compressed to more 
than 400 times. 
 
 
iii. Space study is no longer limited to exploration of 
the galaxy and the rest of the universe. Over the past 
few years, it has become a massive interstellar ground 
for scientists who wish to learn more about the Earth, 
such as its weather patterns.   
iv. China's SJ-10 satellite, piggybacking on the Long 
March 2-D rocket, is doing exactly the same thing, 
only that its task is more bizarre than most others.  
v. By bringing crude oil into space, international 
researchers will be able to find more of it underneath 
the Earth's crust. 
 
Pakistan successfully test-fires anti-ship ‘Zarb’ missile 
 
i. Pakistan Navy has successfully test-fired shore-
based anti-ship missile 'Zarb', bolstering its defence 
mechanism.  
ii. The missile was launched from a coastal site and 
successfully hit the surface target in the Arabian Sea. 
iii. As per the Naval chief Admiral Muhammad 
Zakaullah the launch of new missile system was part 
of Pakistan Navy's continuous effort to enhance its 
capabilities.  
iv. The missile was launched from coastal site and 
successfully hit the surface target in the Arabian Sea, 
the statement added.  
v. Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Zakaullah praised 
professional expertise of Pakistan Navy and expressed 
satisfaction at combat readiness of the naval forces. 
He said that successful test firing of Zarb missile 
demonstrates the Navy’s combat capabilities. 
 
Akash Missile System successfully test fired 
 
i. Indigenously developed surface-to-air supersonic 
Akash missile System was successfully test fired from 
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complex-3 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at 
Chandipuri in Odisha. 
ii. Akash is a mid-range surface-to-air missile (SAM). 
It is medium range nuclear capable supersonic missile. 
Indigenously developed by Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) under the 
Integrated Guided-Missile Development Programme 
(IGMDP). 
iii. The missile has supersonic speeds ranging from 
Mach 2.8 to 3.5. It is multi target, multi directional, all 
weather air-defence system consisting of surveillance 
and tracking radars. It has capability to carry warhead 
of 60 kg. 
iv. It can engage aerial targets up to a range of 
approximately 25 kms. It can reach a high altitude of 
18 kms and as low as 30 meters. It is powered by 
Ramjet-rocket propulsion system (RRPS) which 
renders thrust for the missile to intercept the target at 
supersonic speed without any retardation. 
 
Supercomputer Param Kanchenjunga Unveiled At 
NIT Sikkim 
i. The National Institute of Technology (NIT) Sikkim 
has unveiled the Supercomputer Param 
Kanchenjunga.  
ii. NIT Sikkim is said to be the most powerful and 
fastest among all the 31 National Institute of 
Technology's. 
iii. The supercomputer, named 'Param Kanchenjunga', 
was formally unveiled by Sikkim Governor Shrinvas 
Patil at the NIT Sikkim campus at Ravangla in South 
Sikkim District.  
iv. It has been named after Kangchenjunga mountain, 
the third highest mountain in the world which lies 
partly in Nepal and partly in Sikkim. 
v. It is jointly developed by Pune based Centre for 
Development of Advanced Computing 'C-DAC' and 
the NIT Sikkim. The total cost of the Supercomputer 
is around three crore rupees.  
 
Lanka to sign MoU with Japan, India for collaboration 
in science, technology 
i. A Sri Lankan university will sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Japan and India tomorrow 
on trilateral collaboration in science and technology. 
ii. Sri Lanka's University of Sri Jayewardenepura will 
sign the MoU with the National Institute of Advanced 
Industrial Science (AIST) and Biomedical Research 
Institute (BMRI) of Japan and Department of 
Biotechnology (DBT) of Ministry of Science and 
Technology, India, reports Lanka Page. 
iii. The MoU will be signed by Dr Yoshihiro, 
OHMIYA, Director, Biomedical Research Institute 
(BMRI), Advanced Industrial Science (AIST) and 
Prof. Sampath Amarathunga, the Vice-Chancellor of 
University of Sri Jayewardenepura. 
iv. The MoU signing ceremony will be followed by a 
half day symposium with the Japanese and Indian 
delegates, academics and local industrialists. 
v. This initiative is the result of the long lasting 
academic collaborations of Prof. Ranil de Silva with 

Dr. Sunil Kaul, Chief Senior Research Scientist, 
AIST, which had paved the way towards the 
advancement in science and technology between 
Japan, India and Sri Lanka 
 
All new mobiles to have panic button from 2017 
i. The Department of Telecommunications has 
notified that from next year, all mobile phone sold in 
India will come with a dedicated 'panic button' and 
will also have the Global Positioning System facility 
in it. These facility can be used to send out a signal in 
case of distress. 
ii. It aims to improve the safety of women and 
ensuring a quick response from security agencies or to 
send out distress signal to a family member or the 
police authorities so that they can be rescued.  
iii. This initiative has been taken by the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development to issue of 
installation of a physical panic button on mobile 
phones in June 2014.  
 
China launches sounding rocket 
i. Today, China has launched a sounding rocket 
designed to conduct research, take measurements and 
scientific experiments in the country's Hainan 
Province.  
ii. Kunpeng-1B was launched from Danzhou City in 
the early hours today by the National Space Science 
Center (NSSC).  
iii. The rocket fulfilled its mission of taking 
measurements in the upper atmosphere that will help 
with research of rocket sounding, high-speed flight 
and space tourism. 
 
Experian India has launched the fraud detection 
mechanism 
i. The Global data services company, Experian, 
headquarter in Dublin, Ireland, has launched its 
'Hunter Fraud Score' in India, which is a new scoring 
mechanism.  
ii. The mechanism will help to measure the probability 
of fraud in a credit application across banking and 
insurance industries. It will help the country to 
increase their efficiency in fraud detection. 
iii. Hunter prevents application fraud by matching 
credit application data against multiple data sources 
including the shared fraud data. It comprises several 
rules that work towards identifying inconsistencies in 
credit applications.  
 
ISRO’s seventh navigational satellite IRNSS 1G 
launched 
i. Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has 
launched India’s seventh navigation satellite of the 
Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS 
1G) into a Sub-Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (Sub-
GTO) on-board PSLV-C33. 
ii. The satellite was launched from the First Launch 
Pad (FLP) of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, 
Sriharikota, which is situated 90 kms from Chennai. 
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iii. With this launch, India successfully joined the elite 
group of countries that have their own navigation 
system technology to cater to the mammoth 
navigational needs. As in the previous six launches of 
IRNSS satellites, PSLV-C33 used ‘XL’ version of 
PSLV equipped with six strap-ons, each carrying 12 
tons of propellant. 
 
Rahuri in Ahmednagar Becomes First to have Digi-
Locker  
i. Rahuri Municipal Council of Ahmednagar district in 
Maharashtra has became the first Municipal Council 
to attain the status of integrated with digital locker for 
the issuance of all essential Documents.  
ii. Sh. Ravi Shankar Prasad formally launched this 
service as part of Digital India Programme.  
iii. With this facility, the citizen of the area can now 
apply for the certificates like Birth, Marriage and 
Death Certificates online without going to Municipal 
Council and these documents will be available in the 
Digilocker signed to the citizens. This will also ensure 
them the peace of mind provided by the easy security 
of their documents forever.  

 
Summit 

 
PM To Inaugurate 3rd Asia Ministerial Conference 

On Tiger Conservation 
i. The three day 3rd Asia Ministerial Conference on 
the Tiger Conservation is going to inaugurate by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on 12th 
April, 2016 which will continue till 14th of April, 
2016. 
 
ii. In this conference, more than 700 tiger experts, 
scientists, managers, donors and other stakeholders 
are gathering to discuss issues related to tiger 
conservation.  
iii. Apart from this, Ministers and government 
officials from all Tiger Range Countries, namely 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, 
India, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Russian 
Federation, Thailand, Vietnam, besides Kyrgyz 
Republic and Kazakhstan, having ranges of Snow 
Leopard are participating in the conference.  
iv. Tiger population has decimated to non-viable level 
in some range countries, which is a cause for concern. 
While several Tiger Range Countries like India, 
Nepal, Russia and Bhutan have registered an increase 
in tiger population, the status of Tiger remains 
“endangered”.  
v. Currently, more than 70 per cent of the global wild 
tiger population is in India because of concerted 
efforts of the government and other stakeholders. 
Recently GOI has also allotted 380 crore rupees to the 
Project Tiger in the current fiscal year, which is the all 
time highest investment in this type of project. This 
conference is being co-organized by Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, National 
Tiger Conservation Authority, Global Tiger Forum, 

Global Tiger Initiative Council, Wildlife Institute of 
India, WWF and Wildlife Conservation Trust. 
 
Panama Papers : India To Attend OECD Meet In Paris 
i. India will take part in a special meeting of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) in Paris tomorrow to firm up 
cooperation between countries in the wake of the 
'Panama Papers' leak. The GOI has decided to 
participate after it has received the invite last week 
from the Paris-based body.  
ii. To know about the leak report which has mentioned 
that 500 Indians are holding offshore assets in the tax 
haven, GOI  has been decided that a Director- rank 
officer of Central Board Of Direct Taxes (CBDT) will 
represent the country at the day- long special session. 
iii. The government had also set up a Multi-Agency 
Group to investigate the Indian names and entities 
holding offshore assets in the tax haven as reported in 
the leaks . The officials said that a preliminary report 
has been sought by this week from the Finance 
Ministry, which is expected to be forwarded to the 
Prime Minister's Office.  
iv. Yesterday Finance Ministry officials stated that 
they are looking forward to the meet as the country 
adheres to a number of OECD mandated norms aimed 
at strengthening overseas tax cooperation and 
exchange of information.  
v. They also said that India also follows fiscal 
guidelines endorsed by the OECD.  
 
India, Maldives Sign Six Agreements To Boost Ties 
i. India and Maldives have signed six agreements in 
different sectors to boost bilateral relations between 
both maritime neighbouring countries.  
 
ii. The agreements were signed after comprehensive 
talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
visiting Maldives President Abdulla Yameen Abdul 
Gayoom at the Hyderabad House. 
iii. In the talks it was agreed that India will set up a 
police academy, build the Defence Ministry building 
of Maldives besides speeding up infrastructure 
projects relating to security. India will also extend all 
possible assistance to the island nation, including in 
maritime sphere and capacity building of armed 
forces. 
iv. Here the list of signed Agreements: 1. Double 
Taxation, 2. Exchange of Information, 3. Defence 
Cooperation, 4. Space Research, 5. Tourism 
Cooperation, 6. Conservation and Restoration. 
v.  The two nations signed an action plan for defence 
cooperation. Action plan is in the context of defence 
cooperation being an important component of the 
India-Maldives bilateral relationship and the shared 
strategic and security interests of the two countries in 
the Indian Ocean region.  
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G7 Foreign Ministers' Meet Held In Hiroshima 
 
i. The G7 Foreign Ministers' Meeting is one of the 
ministerial meetings that held in advance of the G7 
Summit in Hiroshima on 10th & 11th April, 2016.  
ii. It is the first of ten related ministerial meetings held 
leading up to the Ise-Shima Summit.  
iii. The Ise-Shima Summit will be held on May 26 and 
27, 2016 in Ise City, Mie Prefecture. Outcome of this 
G7 FM's meeting will be the base for the discussion 
for G7 summit. 
iv. The G7 Fm's meet is a meeting attended by the 
leaders of the seven countries of Japan, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy 
and Canada, along with the President of the European 
Council and the President of the European 
Commission.  
v. At the Summit, leaders discuss issues of a global 
magnitude that face international society and with a 
call to end nuclear weapons. Japanese Foreign 
Minister Fumio Kishida, who has attended the two 
day annual meeting said that ministers has discussed 
anti-terrorism steps, maritime security and issues 
related to North Korea, Ukraine and the Middle East.  
Summit 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Inaugurated Maritime 
India Summit 2016 
i. Prime Minister of India Mr. Narendra Modi has 
inaugurated the two days Maritime India Summit 
2016 (MIS 2016).  
ii. This is India’s first ever Maritime Summit and the 
flagship event organised by Union Ministry of 
Shipping held at the Bombay Convention and 
Exhibition Centre in Goregaon, Mumbai from 14th 
April to 16 April, 2016.  
iii. More than 50 other maritime nations have been 
invited in the summit. 
iv. While inaugurating the summit, The Prime 
Minister has invited investors to come to India to 
explore potential business opportunities in Indian 
Maritime Sector. It has also organized some special 
sessions on setting up of new ports and capacity 
augmentation of existing ports, development of inland 
waterways for cargo and passenger transportation, 
coastal shipping and other services related to Indian 
Maritime Sector. 
v. The summit will project vast investment 
opportunities in each of the Indian Maritime States 
and Union Territories, including an exclusive partner 
country session by Republic of Korea. South Korea is 
the partner country for the summit and will be 
represented by a high level ministerial and business 
delegation.  
Maneka Gandhi to inaugurate conference of north-east 
states on child adoption 
i. The Union Minister for Women & Child 
Development, Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi 
inaugurated the Regional Conference of North Eastern 
States on Child Adoption in Shillong, Meghalaya.  

ii. The Conference was organized by the Central 
Adoption Resource Authority(CARA) of the WCD 
Ministry.  
iii. Ministers In-charge of Social Welfare and Women 
& Child Development in the North Eastern States of 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura participated 
in the conference.  
iv. Smt Maneka Gandhi said that this reform process 
has culminated in the enactment of the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015. 
The new Act lays down timelines for the Child 
Welfare Committees and Adoption Agencies for 
various stages of adoption.  
v. The Act provides for mandatory registration of 
Childcare Institutions and linkage with CARA, so that 
each child becomes ‘adoptable’. 
 
14th meeting of Foreign Ministers of Russia, India 
and China held in Moscow 
i. The 14th meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the 
Russian Federation, the Republic of India and the 
People's Republic of China was held on 18 April 2016 
in Moscow, Russian Federation. 
ii. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, Union 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of India 
Sushma Swaraj, and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
People's Republic of China Wang Yi took part in the 
meeting. 
iii. The Ministers discussed various aspects of 
trilateral cooperation on global and regional issues, 
the progress in strengthening the international legal 
framework underlying the modern world order, and 
the neutralisation of common challenges. 
iv. The exchange of views confirmed the three 
countries’ identical or similar approaches to the 
situation in the Middle East and North Africa, 
including Syria, the prospects for promoting the 
Middle Eastern settlement, and the situation in 
Afghanistan and Ukraine. 
v. They focused on stepping up efforts to combat 
international terrorism and the global drug threat. 
They also discussed on creating a new security and 
cooperation architecture in the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
 
The Three day Curtain Raiser International Yoga Fest 
inaugurated by Shri Shripad Yesso Naik  
i. As per the Ayush Minister, National level event for 
celebration of International Yoga Day this year 
proposed to be held at Chandigarh.  
ii. The three day International Yoga Fest: A Curtain 
Raiser for International Day of Yoga-2016 was 
inaugurated by the Minister of State for AYUSH 
(Independent Charge) and Health & Family Welfare, 
Shri Shripad Yesso Naik in New Delhi today.  
iii. The Yoga Festival has been organized by the 
Ministry of AYUSH to sensitize the masses regarding 
the celebration of International Day of Yoga.  
iv. Addressing the participants, Shri Shripad Naik said 
that Yoga is the greatest gift of this country to the 
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entire mankind. Probably that is the reason why as 
many as 177 out of 193 UN Member States supported 
the idea of declaring 21st June as the International 
Day of Yoga , the Minister added.  
v. Dr. H. Nagendra, Chancellor, S-VYASA 
University, Bangalore and Chairperson of the 
Committee of Yoga Experts for International Yoga 
Day, highlighted the activities being planned for a 
grand celebration of the International Yoga Day and 
the efforts to introduce Yoga among youth and 
children with the help of Human Resource 
Development Ministry.  
 
Goa To Host International Seminar On Wheat 
Products 
i. The eighth International Seminar on Wheat and 
Wheat Products is scheduled to be held in Panaji, Goa, 
on July 17-18, 2016. 
ii. The theme for this year’s seminar is ‘New Ideas 
and Innovation for Growth’. 
iii. WPPS has been organizing a number of seminars 
for past many years on relevant themes concerning 
wheat value chain encompassing farm to plate. 
 
 Vistara And TCS Enter Into Strategic Partnership 
i. Full service airline Vistara has entered into a 
strategic partnership with Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS). 
ii. They have came into partnership for a broad range 
of information technology (IT) services, including 
application maintenance services and airport 
infrastructure support. 
iii. Vistara is a joint venture between Tatas and 
Singapore Airlines. The carrier and TCS have entered 
into an agreement for a "long term strategic 
partnership". 
 
India signs climate pact along with over 170 states at 
UN 
i. India today signed the historic Paris climate 
agreement here along with more than 170 nations, 
marking a significant step that has brought together 
developing and developed nations for beginning work 
on cutting down greenhouse gas emissions to combat 
global warming. 
ii. Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar signed the 
agreement in the UN General Assembly hall at a high-
level ceremony hosted by UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon. The ceremony was attended by heads of 
government, ministers, corporate leaders and artists. 
iii. At 175 nations, the signing ceremony for the 
climate agreement set the record for the most 
countries to sign an international agreement on one 
day, previously set in 1982, when 119 countries 
signed the Law of the Sea Convention. 
iv. The agreement can enter into force 30 days after at 
least 55 Parties to the UNFCCC, accounting for at 
least 55 per cent of global emissions, ratify the 
agreement. 
 

India, France launch $1 Trillion Potential Solar 
Programme under ISA  
i. India and France have launched a programme with 
$1 trillion Potential Solar Programme under the 
International Solar Alliance (ISA).  
ii. It is a solar finance programme that aims at helping 
developing countries to fully harness their solar 
resources for a clean energy future. It was announced 
by Minister of State for Power Piyush Goyal and 
French Environment Minister Segolene Royal at the 
ministerial side event on ISA at the United Nations.  
iii. The solar finance programme aims at lowering the 
cost of finance and facilitates the flow of more than 1 
trillion dollars investment to members of the ISA.  
iv. Both countries also launched a second programme 
at the ISA meeting which aims to make available solar 
technology for farmers. The meeting was attended by 
representatives of over 25 countries including the US, 
Bangladesh, Brazil and Nigeria.  
 
Heart of Asia conference begins today in New Delhi 
i. The heart of Asia conference has begun today in 
New Delhi. The conference aims to bring peace and 
stability to Afghanistan and speeding up its 
reconstruction with a focus on enhancing investment 
and connectivity to the country. 
ii. The main aim of HoA process have been to devise 
a sustained, incremental approach to implementation 
of the confidence building measures (CBM) in 
Afghanistan and Energy, infrastructure and 
investment deals to shore up economic growth of 
Afghanistan may also figure during the conference.  
iii. In this conference 14 countries are participating 
and apart from those there are some countries who are 
supporting the conference which include France, 
Germany, Canada etc. 
 
India, Papua New Guinea sign four agreements 
 
i. India and Papua New Guinea has signed four MoUs 
in myriad sectors at capital Port Moresby. 
ii. The MoUs were signed in the presence of the 
President Pranab Mukherjee and the Papua New 
Guinea Prime Minister Peter O’ Neil. Reports stated 
that the MoUs relate to Agriculture, Health, 
Information Technology and Infrastructure.  
iii. Under the first MoU, India will provide a Line of 
Credit of 100 million dollars for specific projects in 
Transport and infrastructure sectors. The 2nd MoU on 
Health covers areas such as Public Health, Health 
Research, Human Resources and Training, Medical 
Services, Disease Control and Prevention, Drug and 
Health Care Technologies and Environmental Health. 
Yet another MoU envisages establishment of a Centre 
of Excellence in Information Technology in Papua 
New Guinea. The Fourth MoU delineates all round 
cooperation in agricultural research and training. 
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India, Papua New Guinea sign four agreements 
i. India and Papua New Guinea(PNG) have signed 
four Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) in 
various sectors to boost bilateral cooperation. 
ii. The MoUs were signed in the presence of the 
visiting President Pranab Mukherjee and the Papua 
New Guinea Prime Minister Peter O’ Neil in Port 
Moresby, capital of Papua New Guinea 

Misc 
2nd April : World Autism Awareness Day 
i. World Autism Awareness Day is an internationally 
recognized day on the 2nd of April every year.  
ii. This year the theme is "Autism and the 2030 
Agenda: Inclusion and Neurodiversity".  
iii. This is the 8th annual World Autism Awareness 
day encouraging by the Member of the United Nations 
to take measures to raise awareness about children 
with autism throughout the world. 
iv. In September 2015, the UN General Assembly 
adopted the ambitious new 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, which includes 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 
targets that promise to leave no one behind. While all 
SDGs are universally applicable, disability and 
persons with disabilities are explicitly referenced in 
the following goals: Quality Education, Decent Work 
and Economic Growth, Reduced Inequalities, 
Sustainable Cities and Communities and Partnerships 
for the Goals. 
v. This year’s observance will look ahead to 2030 and 
reflect on the new SDGs and their implications for 
improving the lives of people with autism. 
 
5th April : National Maritime Day 
i. As we all know that 5th April is marked as the 
National Maritime Day of India to commemorate the 
sailing of India’s first steamship Loyalty on April 5th 
1919 from Mumbai to London.  
 
ii. But from 1964 the day has been observed as 
National Maritime Day and all major ports observe 
this day celebrating India’s seafaring traditions and 
journeys.  
iii. Since the dawn of history Indians have participated 
in international sea-borne commerce. The advent of 
Europeans opened India’s coasts for trade and 
commerce. After Independence Indian shipping began 
to progress at a rapid pace.  
iv. The Indian Navy, which is responsible for 
guarding the country’s shores and protecting our 
shipping in times of war, has also considerably 
expanded and strengthened into a potent force. 
 
v. India has about 7516 kilometres of coastline 
serviced by a total of 182 ports, 12 of them under a 
special status as Major Ports being under the purview 
of the Central Government. 70 other ports termed as 
minor ones come under the jurisdiction of the 
respective State Governments. Ennore in Tamil Nadu 
has been declared as the 12th Major Port. 
 

7th April : World Health Day 
 
i. 7th April is celebrated each year globally as World 
Health Day under the sponsorship of the World Health 
Organization (WHO). 
 ii. The day aims to draw attention to important health 
issues facing the world each year.  
iii. This time the themes of World Health Days for 
2016 is Halt the rise: beat diabetes. 
iv. In 1948, World Health Assembly was first held in 
Geneva by the WHO where it was decided to 
celebrate the World Health Day annually on 7th of 
April. It was first celebrated worldwide in the year 
1950 as the World Health Day.  
v. World Health Day is celebrated worldwide by the 
government, non-government, NGOs including 
various health organizations at many places by 
organizing programmes relating to the public health 
issues and awareness. Varieties of activities are done 
in the conference of health workers to encourage 
people to maintain their health. 
 
69th Himachal Day Being Celebrated In The State 
i. Himachal Pradesh has celebrated its 69th Himachal 
Day on 15th April. On the occasion, a statelevel 
function has been held at Ghumarvin town in Bilaspur 
district where Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh has 
unfurled the national flag.  
ii. Similarly, the ministers of state council has 
presided over functions in all the district 
headquarters.  
iii. After independence, the Chief Commissioner's 
Province of Himachal Pradesh came into existence on 
15 April 1948, with the merger of 28 petty princely 
states.  
v. Himachal became a part C state on 26 January 1950 
with the implementation of the Constitution of India 
and the Lt. Governor was appointed. 
 
World Heritage Day :18th April, 2016  
i. World Heritage Day was observed all over the 
world on 18 April.  
 
ii. The day is observed with an aim to create 
awareness among the people towords conserve and 
protect the valuable assets and cultural heritage across 
the world. 
iii. World Heritage is the shared wealth of humankind. 
Protecting and preserving this valuable asset demands 
the collective efforts of the international community.  
iv. This special day offers an opportunity to raise the 
public's awareness about the diversity of cultural 
heritage and the efforts that are required to protect and 
conserve it, as well as draw attention to its 
vulnerability. 
v. The 2016 theme for the ICOMOS International Day 
on Monuments and Sites celebrated on 18 April is: 
The Heritage of Sport. 
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22nd April : Earth Day 
i. Each year, 22nd April is celebrated as Earth Day. 
This is an annual event which is celebrated all over 
the world to demonstrate support for environment 
protection. 
 ii. It was first celebrated in 1970, and is now 
coordinated globally by the Earth Day Network, and 
celebrated in more than 193 countries each year.  
iii. On this earth day 2016, the landmark Paris 
Agreement is scheduled to be signed by the United 
States, India and some 120 other countries. This 
signing satisfies a key requirement for the entry into 
force of the historic draft climate protection treaty 
adopted by consensus 
World Book and Copyright Day:23rd April 
i. World Book Day is an annual event celebrated 
every year by the people all over the world on 23rd of 
April. It is the most important event organized 
annually by the UNESCO in order to promote the 
reading, publishing and copyright among the public 
worldwide.ii. Generally, it is celebrated by the 
authors, illustrators and to encourage reading among 
common public. Copyright is a big issue in the world 
of books and writing, there is always a focus on the 
issue on the World Book Day. Therefore, in many 
parts of the world, this day is also known as the World 
Book and Copyright Day. 
iii. The date is decided by UNESCO as it was also the 
death and birth anniversary of William Shakespeare, a 
world famous English poet, playwright, and actor. 
25th April :  World Malaria Day 
i. 25th April is observed every year as World Malaria 
Day (WMD) to create awareness among the people 
about this vector borne disease.  
ii. The theme for 2016 is End Malaria For Good. This 
year’s theme reflects the vision of a malaria-free 
world set out in the Global technical strategy for 
malaria 2016-2030.  
iii. The World Health Assembly adopted it in May 
2015, the strategy aims to dramatically lower the 
global malaria burden over the next 15 years. The 
strategy sets the target of reducing global malaria 
incidence and mortality rates by at least 90% by 2030. 
World Intellectual Property Day 2016 observed 
globally 
i. The World Intellectual Property Day 2016 was on 
26 April 2016 observed across the world with the 
theme Digital Creativity - Culture Re imagined.  
ii. On this day, the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) works together with various 
government agencies, non-government organizations, 
community groups and individuals to hold different 
events and activities to promote World Intellectual 
Property Day. 
iii. The day is celebrated to spread awareness about 
the role that intellectual property rights (patents, 
trademarks, industrial designs, copyright) play in 
encouraging innovation and creativity. 
 


